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WHAT'S DOING

MOBILE

Well, Brothers, this is something
to write home about. We had one
of the Savannah Line Ships that
was reconditioned in New York
by the W.S.A. and allocated to the
Waterman S.S. Co. to operate. Ar-
rived here last Friday and paid off
Saturday, and there was not one
man drunk, not even half shot af-
ter a two month trip. The way
that this crew conducted them-
sclves was commendable. I have
never scen a crew more enthusi-
astic about union’s affairs since
Pearl Harbor. It sure gives a pie
card some incentive when he has
a crew of that caliber to work
with.

The Recruiting and Manning
Division of the Maritime Commis-
sion has just opened an office here
in this port, and as to my mental
analysis, it is just the old *U. S
Shipping Board strcamlined. It
looks like the beginning of a hell
of a fight to maintain our union
hiring halls in the near future.
Brothers, don’t take this thing too
nonchalantly because therc is more
gravity attached this outfit
than you can imagine.

to

Just remember what I am pre-
dicting right now—that some day
in the future this same outfit is
going to give us the fight of our
Tives. I just don’t like the smell of
it, it has a very peculiar odor.

The way things shape up is this
way, the N.M.U. is going down
the line with it, lock, stock and
barrel, and I am always skeptical
of anything the policy committee
of Joe Curran’s domain advecates.

Now, for the first
thing as this office was opencd here
they immediately started an inten-
sive campaign of inducing old and
young men from all paths of life,
painting them pretty pictures of
what a wonderful opportunity the
Merchant Marine has to offer. You
will be surprised at the effect this
campaign has developed, and the
results it is producing; in this hall
we have a steday stream of old and
young men all day inquiring about
how to go to sea in the merchant
marine and get some of that en-

instance,

45,000 Longshoremen
Granted Higher Wages

WASHINGTON, D. C.— The
National War Labor Board ap-
proved a union-management agree-
ment granting a §-cents-an-hour
wage increase of 45,000 longshore-
men in North Atlantic ports. An
additional §-cents-hourly increase
was approved for longshoremen
handling explosives and damaged
cargocs.

The retroactive  to
“et. 1, were incorporated in a
ontract between the New York
Shipping Association of New York
and the International Longshore-
men’s Association, American Fed-
eration of Labor affiliate, which the
board said served as a master wage
agreement for all Atlantic ports
from Maine to Virginia,

increascs,

Around the

ormous wages and bonus that is
being picked up on the merchant
ships.

When you ask them if they ever
have been to sea before, the an-
swer is all the same—they don’t
know what a ship is.

So you can well understand
what’s behind the whole setup; the
set-up is to get fifty men to every
one job, and when they build up
their pool to that status, then look
out for squalls.

I've seen the old shipping board
do the same trick in 1918, 1919,
and 1920 and by 1921 the ship-
ping board and shipowners associa-
tion was all ready to crack down
on the union. And oh, boy, what a
crack down it was. I presume
everybody that has been going to
sea “A Dog Watch” is well ac-
quainted with that feature of
waterfront history; and that’s ex-
actly what this set-up smells like
to me.

So brothers, my appeal to all
members is to vote (YES) on your
strike assessment annually, you
will need it in the days to come.

OLDEN BANKS, Agent
P.S.:

Here is just a little poem I wrote
and dedicated to the merchant
marine.

He does not wear a uniform
Of tailored navy blue;

He may never be too stylish
But he is loyal and fine and true.
He is the stoutest, bravest fighter
That the world has ever seen,

He is the unlicensed seamen

Of the merchant marine.
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He is the lad upon the tanker

With its precious load of oil,

He is the one who mans the
freighter )

With the products of our toil.

He is the one who dares the raider

And the lurking submarine;

He is the unlicensed seamen

Of the merchant marine.

Let's give credit to our air force
And the boys in khaki, too.
Let’s give credit to our navy
And wherever it is due.

But don’t forget the cog

In our greatest war machine,

He is the unlicensed seamen

Of the merchant marine.

0. B.

A REMINDER

In 1943 all secamen must file in-
come tax returns, and they are go-
ing to be nicked for plenty. To
start with, the so-called “victory
tax” of 5% will be deducted
weckly from all pay envelopes by
the shipowners. On top of that,
the last session of Congress passed
a soak-the-poor income tax plan
which means that all who earn
more than $12 per week must kick
in.

Personal tax exemptions for
single men has been reduced from
$700 to $500, and for married
men from $1,500 to $1,200. Cred-
it for each child is now $350.

So remember, if your income
falls within the above classifica-
tion, file a return and kick in the
dough. The Department of Jus-
tice can throw you in jail if you
fail to make out the return,
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The general situation in this
area remains much about the same,
although there are indications that
a decided improvement in the
port’s status is beginning to shape
up. The local yards are back to
building Libertys again and be-
tween one thing and another
we’re expecting 1943 to be a busy
year. Branch officials have been do-
ing something about publicity for
our boys in the local press with
good results. For a while all you
read about was how the NMU
heroes had done this, that and the
next thing, until the public must
have got the idea that the CIO
outfit was the only Union that
sent men to sea. It’s different now
and you can’t pick up a paper but
there’s a good story about the Sea-
farers Union and its men. Just the
other day there was a very good
article about the torn battle flag
in the hall and the occasional plug
the Union gets doesn’t do anyone
any harm.

The S.S. ( ) docked the
other day and all beefs regarding
wages, etc., were squared away
without much trouble but the
other type of beef that seems to
be popping up a lot lately came up
in this case too. The crew brought
charges against the Captain for al-
lowing a man with a social disease
to work in the galley when he
knew of the man’s condition; for
knowing that the food served the
crew was bad and doing nothing
about it; for refusing to enter in
the log the fact that the Second
Asst. Engineer had struck the
black gang delegate. The case went
to a hearing at the Inspector’s but
nothing came out of it so it is be-
ing taken to Washington. About
the only answer we get to this type
of beef is: “don’t you know there’s
a war going on?” We know
there’s a war going on and we
know it a damn sight more than a
lot of the birds who ask the ques-
tion. But we don’t believe in let-
ting anybody get the idea that
they can use the war as an excuse
to do as they damn well please.

There’s two sides to every story
as we found out when we went to
bat for a member only to find out
that he was in wrong because he
had been peddling liquor to the
passengers and crew. That’s the
kind of stuff that pulls down the
union and gets the patrolmen in
wrong. That’s the kind of stuff
that gives the brass-hats something
to tie up to and write letters about
discipline. As far as we are con-
cerned any liquor peddler can go
hire himself a lawyer; we've got
too many legitimate beefs to at-
tend to without taking on a phony

like that.
JOHN VECHIO, Agent

Brother Samuel Lane
(Cook)

1900 - 1942
Died in U. S. Marine Hospital
New York, November, 1942

ROOM 213—2 STONE STREET, NEW YORK CITY
P.O. Box 25, Station P. Phone: BOwling Green 8-8348
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Directory of Branches
BRANCH ADDRESS PHONE
NEW YORK......0cu0nn 2 Stone St......... P
lxispattcher'n Office. o ggw{ing Green 9-3430
7L\ R ..BOwling Green 9-3437
BOSTON.. «. ;v cosumnsnnns 330 Atlantic Ave......... LIb
BALTIMORE............ 14 North Gay Sv: ......... Cal:::{ :ggg

6 North 6th St. .........
.. 25 Commercial Pl.
..309 Chartres St....
..218 East Bay St...

Lombard 7651
.Norfolk 4-1083
..Canal 3336

. Savannah 3-1728

423 East Platt St........ Tampa MM-1323
55 So. Conception St...,. Dial 2-1392

45 Ponce de Leon........ Puerto de Tierra
219 20th Street.......... Galveston 2-8043

Out of the Foces’l
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M atthew D. Biggs stopped in New York briefly on his way back to
the Gulf from Washington, D. C.

E very member should get behind the organization and vote for the
new strike fund assessment.

R 2y Trumbauer is attending the officers training school in New Lon-
don, Conn,

R ay Sweeney and the other patrolmen have done a good job in collect-
ing funds for Fort Stanton.

Y uletide greetings from the union to all of our brothers who are in
the armed forces.

*
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C assel’s parents: We send our regrets over the loss of your son, and our
union brother, John Cassel.

H arry Collins was also in Washington on the big beef with she WSA,
3 . . ——— v
He’s back on the job in New York now.

R . White expects to leave New York as soon as his claim is settled.
He was banged up plenty.

I zzy Cohen is back in New York after having completed a trip on
the Orbis.

S malls has a number of inquiries here at headquarter’s office concern-
ing his whereabouts.

T he unholy three, Marciano, Nunziate and Lavozoli are still around
the New York hall — and Vincents.

M urrell, G-19, was telling us about his trip to Morocco. He had a
hot time.

A 1l the brothers should observe a minute’s silence this Christman in
memory of our brothers lost at sea.

S weder and the Wild Greek were showing us some souvenir shells they
brought back from Casablanca.

i iy

To all agents, patrolmen and members, we extend best wishes for
the New Year and hope that 1943 will find our organization greatly
strengthened by new men and ships.

*

Seafarers’ Log-

HONOR ROLL

CREW OF S.8. MINOTAUR .......iciiivriirinrnicnnnncrenes .. 57.00
CREW OF S.8. JOHNATHAN GRANT ...cooivircvinecninnnen ... 15.00
CREW OF S.8. PAN CRESCENT ... .ooiiiiiierriiiinirnacennee . 15.00
CREW OF S.S. ROBIN TUXFORD ....ciiiiiiirariinnnnennennes .. 14.00
CREW OF S.S. FIRMORE ..t viiiirnernrasrarrenenrcrennnnens . 11.00
PORT OF PHILADELPHIA ... . it eernanees 11.00
Ho €. ROCH ittt ee v et ss s neeees 10.00
CREW OF S.S. BENJ. BOURN ....iiiiiiiiririirinninrvnncnces 8.00
CREW OF 8.5, PAN YORK ....iiveririnarnrnnannennmnerrnnese . 650
H. M. SVENNINGSON .. ....ittriririnrnrtrannsnrereseeennnnes . b6.00
M., DOWLING . .viuvireiurnrimarrnnasesnssncrnn s ot 4.00
ADALBERT GAWRONSKI ... it eennee 3.00
L. GARDINER ..i0vivrirninmnreoonrsnesncsnnsnanunsesnnrenstesrns 2.00
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