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NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE WINS 10
- ELIMINATES COASTWISE DIFFERENTIAL

1942 Nominations Closed;
Stxty-F our Candidates

{COMPLETE: LIST OF CANDIDATES ON PAGE FOUR)

After painstaking examination
( of all .credentials submitted by
candidates -for 1942 office in the
Seafarers’ International Union,
the Committee. on Candidates
made its report to the branches
and revealed that sixiy-four men
had qualified to run for office.
This Dbrings to an -eénd the
period of neminations; the actual
election will start immediately
and proceed for the next two
months. The new Union officers
will’ take office’ on ‘the ,first
~ Monday in February.. 7
- The Committee on Candidates
revealéd that a number of bro-

thers had been  disqualified to
run for office. Some were marked

| off because they failed to submit

discharges proving: sufficient sea
seryice; others nailed in their
papers after the legal deadline,
and in some cases the men
failed to prove citizenship.

There -are several offices to
which no one has been nomi-
nated. These will-be filled by the
man receiving the highest write-
in vote, provided he receives
one-third of the total votes cast
for that particular office.

The Committee on Candidates
was composed of J, H. Volgian,
J. Arras, -J. Cruz, Theodore
Thomson, Vincent -Kadian and
Richard R. Tyler.

Ships to Sail All Seas,

Guns Now Bemg Installed

* Pregident Roosevelt has slgned the neutrahty revision
resolution which passed Congress last week and which allows
American merchant ships to sail all belligerant waters. The
U.S. Navy is now proceeding with its program of arm-
ing these ships so that they may defend themselves from

Axis attackers, ®

This revision raises many
questions for the union men that
sall these ships. What sort of
compensation are they going to
receive fer risking their lives in
sub-invested  waters? - Will they
receive bonuses, adequate insur-
ance to protect their families in
case they are killed?

Who will man the newly - in-
stalled guns? If Navy men are
to man them, where will they be

quartered? The focs'ls of most!,

ghips are already overcrowded.
And of primary importance is the
question of whether or not the
more reactionary shipowners will
try and use the presence of Navy
men aboard these ships 25 an
excuse to break down union
working conditions and wages.

+ These are vitally important

questions upon which the Gov-

ernment has taken no official
stand, The seamen will vigilantly
(Continued on Page 2)

Seaman Reveals Hellish

. Conditions on N.M.U.Ship

The NMU is always sounding off about how militant it
is-and what wonderful conditions ‘it has won for the rank
and file seamen. Thege beautiful picturés are painted in‘each
issue of the PILOT, but arésseldém translated into real hard

facts aboard the NMU ships

The super super conditions

that Owrran keeps yelling about are a lot of malarky, If you-
don't: believe dt, ask Jim Flynn, Jr., SIU No. 2023; he just

! "gotoﬂ'aNM’Uslnp s

" Jim hit the beach in New York
" on ' November 17, after a run on
. the Hxecutive of the American
\.. Export Lines, and he hada story
{ thnt ‘would make your hair curl.
But ‘let him' tell it in his own

1+ words,

"Edy I 'wouldn’t have belie ed
it" Jim said. “No sir, I wouldn't

.The crew comld.
tant as hall, but they would have |

Lo Wea it it I hadn't seen. it.
5 my own: eyes. The brp_taiJ

ity of the officerd and the meek-
ness of that crew was enough to
make a good union man burn up.
For a while I thought that the
men were just no geod, but when

we hit New York I saw that it|

wasn't th.e men  that were no
good; it was the IMU officiala,
hnve been: milf:

(Oonﬂmwa on’Page-3) .

Fwe Major Atlantic Operators Grant SIU
$10 Wage Boost and 90 cents Overtime:
ar Eliminate Differential

Bull and Insu

LA Deadlocked|

WithCoastwise
Ship Operators

The deadlock in negotiations
between coastwise operators and
the International Longshore-
men’s Association, was punctuat-
ed this week by a new threat
from Joseph Ryan, ILA presi-
dent, to strike the operators if
they didn't come to terms,

The old contract expired on
Oct.” 31 and the union has been
attempting to get a new agree-
ment ever since. The ILA seeks
an increase of 156 cents an hour
above their present pay of $1.10
an hour for regular time and an
increase in overtime from $1.42
to $1.65 an hour. |

Joe Ryan warned that 15,000
longshoremen in all North Atlan-
tic ports would walk out before
December 1, if no agreement was
reached.

In the meantime the ILA
struck three sugar refineries in
Drooklyn and Yonkers. The com-
panies affected were Sucrest Cor-
poration, American Sugar Refin-
ing Company and the Syrups
Sales Corporation. According to
Ryan, the freighter Agwimonte,
carrying -a cargo of sugar de-
stined for the American Sugar
Refining Company in Brooklyn,
has put about and is reported
heading for Baltimore to dis-
charge her cargo there. If the
ship arrives at that port, Balti-
more members of the Refinery
Workers Unlon, Local 1476 of
the ILA, will be instructed not
to handle the sugar,

———

Sit Down @nd,, Write
To the LOG

All Brothers at sea or on
the heach are wurged to
write for the SEAFARERS
LOG. Beefs, experienoce,
ideas—send them all along -
to the Editor, If you have

‘anything on your chest—

put.it in the LOG.

The Atlantic District negotiating committée headed

by Secretary-Treasurer John Hawk, won from five major
operators this week a $10 boost in wades and a i0 cents
per hour increase in overtime. Thus the SIU again takes
the lead in improving wages and working conditions for

the seamen of America.

The agreements are between the Union and the A. H.
Bull, -Baltimore-Insular, Alcoa, and Raritan Steamship
Companies, and Seatrain Lines, Inc. These agreements
not only give all SIU men 90 cents per hour in overtime
rate — the highest in the industry — but in the case of
the Bull and Baltimore-Insular lines the differential between
offshore and coastwise runs is eliminated. Henceforth all
runs will pay the same scale. This amounts to a $|2 50
raise in scale for the coastwise men.

Negotiations between the Union and many of the
companies are continuing on working rules — but a spe-
cial addendum providing for the new scale and overtime
has been signed and in most cases is retroactive to

November Ist.

These benefits put in the shade the loudly trumpeted
contract between the NMU and the American Merchant
Marine JInstitute. The NMU receives only 85 cents per
hour overtime and continues to accept a coastwise dif-

ferential.

Free Advice Concerning
Selection of Officers.

Dear Editor:

By the time you get this letter
all the nominations will be in,
and it would be a good idea to
have a little discussion, I think,
about the elections themselves.

I have a-few ideas that Tl
pass. out for what they are
worth, I think they deserve care-
ful attention by the SIU mem-
bership.

Brothers, the comiug year is
going to be about the toughest
year our organization will ever
have to face—what with the
NMU's sell-out for government
regimentation and the pressure
being put on Congress by the re-
actionary elementis to have laws
passed to shackle labor,

This year's elections may be
the last time you will have a
chance to exercise your right of
democratic ¢ontrol over your or-
ganization if you don’t put men

v in office who are able to win our

fight against the reactionary
ahipq'wners and their govern-

ment stooges who want to put us
under a dictatofship.
I repeat, if you don’t put damn
good men in office this year, our
(Continued on Page 2)

Shipbuilding Men
Withdraw Beef
From the NDMB

As an aftermath of the Nation-
al Defense Mediation Board's re-
fusal to grant the United Mine
Workers a closed shop contract
in the captive coal fields, the Ma-
rine and Shipbuilding Workers
(CIQ) have withdrawn their dis-
pute with -the Robins Drydock
Company from the Board's con-
sideration. ‘\.

The Shipbuilding Workers had
previously struck the Robins out-

fit in an attempt to get a pay

boost and better working condi-
tions. The workers went back to

work when the NDMB promised -
- to mediate a settlement.

-
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- Bioff and Browne

George E. Browne and Willie Bioff were finks at heart.
Although one was president and the other a West Coast- of-
cial of the International ‘Assoeiation of Theatrical Stage Em-
ployees, they had not the slightest interest in the welfare of
the workers in their union. Bioff and Browne didn’t think
or act or even look like union men. They blackmailed the

Hollywood movie producers with the threat of calling a

strike of the projection room operators. To them a picket
line was nothing mere or less than a weapon to be used for
their own personal gain—to line their pockets,

With cold and caleulated contempt for the working man,
these two leeches subverted their union and betrayed-their
trust. With typical gangster reasoning, Bioff and Browne
thought the world was divided into two classes—the suckers
and the wise guys. They were the wise guys (they thought),
and they, no doubt, considered both the movie magnates and
the rank-and-file members of theor own union as suckers.
But like so many wise guys, they out-smarted themselves:
For the next ten years they will be sitting behind bars.

There are those in the labor movement who are rejoicing
that the courts finally caught up with thesg two rats.
Rather it should be an occasion for deep concern; concern
that the rank and file of the IATSE were unable to take care
of their double-crossing leaders in their own manner with-
out governmental interference. It ig always better that labor
clean its own house.

The Bioff-Browne case has brought home to labor once
again the necessity of union democracy. In this respect the
SIU sets an example others would do well to follow. No fink
or racketeer could seize and hold control of the SIU. The
rank and file would speak up—and when the rank and file
of the SIU gpeaks, people jump—and damn fast.

Now that Bioff and Browne have been picked off, the
hundreds of good trade unionists in the IATSE will have a
chance to clean out the entire Browne machine and establish
an honest and militant union. It is-up-to them to reestablish
democracy within their union. It is vital that they do this,

for until the nghts ofrank-and-file members are protected
within the trade unions, working men can expect no democ-

racy in society-itself.

No Tears

The Natienal’ Defens.e Mediation Board is dead. It con-
tinues to go through the motlons of ‘‘mediation,’’ but its

voice has a death’s rattle. With the resignation of the CIO |

ﬁepresentatlves it is. nothing. but a hollow shell, possessing
ittle authority and demanding no respect from the working
men of the United States.

Who will ‘mourn its death? ' Certainly not the seamen.
Certainly not the coal miners, Certainly not the thousands
of workers who turned to the Board for aid in settling their
just demands; only to be-double-crossed and, driven back to
work with httle or 1no 1mprovement in their wages and con-
ditions.

There are occasions when the Board handed down deci-
gions entxrely favorable to the workers, but thig happened
when the union involved in‘the dispute was strong enough
to enforce ifs.demands. On very few occasions did the work-
ers get a breals when their union was weak and the employer

 was' strong.

Take the SIU beef as an exa.mple .
SIU men hit the bricks over the question of increased

bonuses, increased insurance, a.nd the extension of bonus
payments to the West Indies runs. All these demands were
entirely justified and well within the ability of the opera-
tors to meet. Yet, the Aluminum monppoly and the: other
profit: swollent shrpomersmghhandedlyuefum%to even con-
sider ‘thedemands.

Then came the Board. Give your dlspute to us, it said,
and we!ll see that justice is done.

Justice. was done-all right: -Shipowner brand.- of- justice.
The seamen didn’t . get a beost in insurance and they didn’t
receive any bonus for-the' West: Indies. All they. received
was a few minor bonus: inereases on the rung'where they had
already won'them.

Nor.did the Board act as a ‘‘mediator.” Its decision was
handed to the seamen in the form of anultimatum. The SIU

.« “‘or else.”’
No, the seamen won't shed any tears at this funeral.

But now a new threat arises. With the resignation of the
CIO representatives from ‘the Board; -and the: calling of+ a
strike in the captive coal mines, reactionary employers and
Congressmen are screaming for anti-strike legislation.

On-this score: there:can-be no division in labor. All Union
men must oppose any législation’ that will' restrict-their free-
dom as union men and their hard won economic rights.

To deny labor the right to strike is to deny it: ALL bar.
gaining ‘rights. Ne employer 'would bargain® with his em-
ployees on. an equal basis if-he knew that the men were for-
bidden by. the government to léave their jobs.

If Congress says to the workers, ‘‘You cannot strike for
better cenditions: and wages,’’ it will. amount; to saying,
“You can no longer bargain collectively with your em-
ployer.”’ 4

This must not happen. Complete labor unity on this issue
will defeat'it.

Editor’s Mail Bag

Dear Editor: you, and You thurd be on every

Since it is around eleclion time job and also in the office all the
I thougiht you might like te print|time, and at Tiome yon are a night
the following little item. I rantowl, never home with the Missus,
across. It is titled—LIFE OF A|you have lost your love for home
BUSINESS AGENT and was|end her, you need a lantern and

was printed in “Kenosha Labor.”|nol a bed.

was wamed that it: had better: accept the Board s findings,

“First he gets' elected o serve
the members. That’s ‘what he
thinks, l.ml soon he finds that
serving the membership is a
small item,

“IHis job is to get the member-
ship going in*the right direction,
to straighten out the chiseling
employer, then hear all the beefs
from the disgruntled boys, always
be ready to have an excuse, for
the wife of the good brother who
goes to a union meeting at least
twice a week, see that the boys
pay their dues. You are a so-and:
so if they don’t keep paid up, and
you arve a dictator il you agk
them for their dues.

“You should be at work at 7
a.an. and be there at 10:30 pan
if. some dummy wants to eall
about something he forgot to tell

“Among the boys you used to
work with you are a swell head
and a high hat, (he job has gone
to your bean, yvou are getting too
much dough for what you do, even
make more
members,

“When you buy a new, car, it
belongs to. them; vou got_it out
of their dues they pay into the
union.. So.all in all you are.a

so-and-so if you do and a dirty’

name il you don’t. And just wait
till next election and on and on.

"Who in - hell invented this job,
anyway?"

Even so—I don't Suppose it
will  discourage the boys from
running for oflice.

Praternally,
s o 5 ; A

More About

Arming Ships

(Continued //um Paye 1)
wateh for the firsts attempt to
seuttle their ¢onditions and will
fight it relentlessly.

While ignoring the' labor as-
pects of the gituation created by
neutrality revigion, the Govern-
ment has reyealed a few details
of its armament plans,

‘Present ‘plans. do. not call!for
arming, coastwice ships, aceondr
ing to the Navy Department, at
ledst 'not untilguns ‘have 'been
installed " on- ships running to.
England and Russia and. aother
war ports. As'to the' gung them-
selveg, they will be, three, four
and five inch weapons, depend-
ing upon the structure of the

ship they are to protect.

The new. fivesinch: 'dual-pur-
pose” guns will be placed aboard
only the newer ships huilt espe-
cially to absorb the vecoil of
these heavy weapons. All ghips
will' also be eqguipped with 50 ca
liber anli-aircraft machine BUne.

The large guns require a crew

of from eleven to sixteen men.
"Fwo of these guns will be mount:
ed; on each ship-—one on; the fore-
deck and one on the poep, These
five-inch weapons have a_ thin
metal turret capable of defiect
ing shell splinters and machine
gun "bullets, except those fired at
close range. These guns, plus the
mounts and handling mechan-
ism,  will cost $32,000 each.
' At the same time President
Roosévelt signed the =neutrality
revision act, ‘he signed another
Taw ‘which gave the 'Coast Gard
full - authority .over the ' move-
ments and .anchorage of shipz, in
port,

than some of the,

&M__ms.'

Free Advuce
On Elec‘t_mnu

(Continued from Page 1)
Union may crumble under the
combined attacks of the NMU
and the  government and 'the
shipowners. If we dg. fall, it'will
be many years before seamein
can get back thelr present con-
‘ditions.

You fellow workers kiow, by
experience who the officialg are
that have been doing a good job,
Select them and. throw. out the
‘deadheads! ) g L

You also have run into some -
of the new candidates while you,
were on the job. If you think
they: would do better than. the

men now.in office, vote for them

instead of the present holders.
I always guide my vote by the
following, rules:

1," Don't vote for a man just
because he has been in office’ be-
fore. If he isn’t doing a good job,
put & new man in.

2. Don’t vote for a man who i3

‘always blasting. somebody. He.

may be. sincere, but the changes
are he is trying to work off’ a
personal beef, If he really had
something, he would prefer
charges instead of trying.te dis-
credit the man. Also, if he brings
up personal matters at a Union

'| meeting, the chances are that he .

will carry -his personal beefs into
office if elected, Personal mat-
ters don't mix with, Union busi~
ness.

3, Don't put a man in. office
who has a4 poor. strike rtecoud.
We can't afford to take chances
now. »

4, Don't vote for a man jusi
because he is aft the top of the
ballot. Check the man's recopd
before voting for him.

5. T.ast, but not least, vote fon
the man who will fight to protect
your inteersts because it is vour
livelihood that is in danger.

Before signing off, I want te
gay a word about super-militants.
The Commies are out to wreck
the SIU because we are making.
the ”Saviors of the, werking.

.class” look like & bunch .of saps

with our better wages :md work:
ing cunditions.

So, beware of the man. w_ho
wants io tie up the ships or take.
some other action that wili dis-
credit- the Union. He may be
sincere, and then again he may.
be trying to make a stink so that
the government will have an ex.
cuse to step in. and take. oyer -

the ships. If that ever happens,
we would lose ovexythmg we
have fought for,

And as a ﬁnn; word—dan’t put
too much. faith in the man or of-

‘ficia] who talks big. 'l'alk s

cheap. Make sure he {s a-prodac-
er before he gets your: vote.

+ Fraternaily,

J, F. VANDEGRIFT G-14
P.S. I am , not running for of-
fice. - Z

PERSON«ALS"» |

New.' Or- |
léang has been holding a bheck
for-you for a' long time. It-is for=aas
$148:10 from the- 5.8 82 hob‘arie rdy,
Pick it up at once er notlfy the ey 8
agent. 4 i

GEORGE" SAUCIER
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Bditor, Seafarers Log

Dear Sjr and Brother:

The main item of the week  is
that the major Gulf companies
have all agreed to the raising of
'the wages and overtime rate of
pay., The new rate is ten and ten
over the old.

This, is. not included in the
“base pay rate al this time, but
the former emergency increase
is now included. as base pay.
Therefore, if you want to Dbe
technical, the, present score is a
seven-fifty increase in the base
pay and the’ten to be carried as
the war rate raise for the
present,| -

Any way you look at the ques-
tion, still the fact comes up that
the SIU takes the lead again.
Even though the Pile-it devotes
considerpble c¢hatter to how and
why the NMU is willing to, take
five and five. At the time of
writing this, T would like ic point
out thal the NMU's °“overtime
clarvifications are the sanre as
the SIU has heen collecting for
the: .past. yvear. For instance,
when the fireman on wateh after
five and before eight has to sup-
ply steam for the winch, ete.,
they colleet and have been col-
lecting for some time. Now, fi-
nally, this is to include the. Com:
mie boys. This, my children, is
the NMU's 1941 style. of making

round

. conditions for men that man the

Lo

oing—

A5 Lrnsans
e~f
5

ships.

If and when the rank and. file
of the NMU take the power
away from the Commies that
now have it, than they may be
able to keep up with the SIU in
the matter of pay and conditions.

At this year's negotigtions, the

NMU was the sgkeleton in the|

closet. thgt plagued the commit-
tee down here, and I'm sure the
game goes for tthe West Coast.
If instead of having to fight this
-sort of thing, a committee could
go in kpowing that -aj]l hands
were fighting together, then we
would have the world by the tail.

So, any day now we can ex-
pect to see a blast against the
SIU for again ‘“disrupting the
industry” by raising, the wages
of the work-ox, while. Mutton-
head was ‘talking to the English
workers ~instead of talking for
the American seamen that pay
his freight.

When will the men that are
sailing the only big company in
the Gulf get tired of taking a
horsing around and come over
to the SIU? If Lykes here in the
Gulf were SIU, then, my chil-
dren, the industry would be solid,
for this would eliminate the
coastwise differential and the
present differential being paid
by the, companies. The ten and
ten would look just as big to the
Lykes sailors as it does to all
the rest,

Fraternally,
™ ARMY

" MONEY DUE

The following scamen each has
a check 'for $41.66 in the New
Orleang hall. This money is from
the P. & O. strike settlement,

J. BARBER

J, JOY

E: SHAW

R. S. ABREU

N. R. RUDNICK :

The following brothers have
money coming from the Alcyone
for standing by. Collect from
Rolnick & Asofsky, 11 Broadway,
New York City.

JOSEPH MILLER
C. SERRANO

J. VELASAQUEZ
G. WINFIELD
G.'M. LAURIE
W. FARREL

P. POWERS

L. BOYER
GARCIA
GEORGE BROWN
A SANDUSKY

LOST

‘A dark brown sujt cage dis- -
appeared from the Boston
hall, It had the initials on the
side, J.T.W. The owner of the
bag is not so much concern-
ing about the loss of the bag
itself, but rather about the
personal papers that were in
it. These papers are the prop-
erty of John T, Welsh, SUP
No; 2258, Anyone 'coming
acrose these papers, please
forward them to the owner in
cave of ‘the Sedfarers Log.

| Clifford Jackson

' Gontact Glenn F. Waugh, at-
‘tormey-at-law, First WNational
| Bank Bidg:, ‘Fairsburg, Nes
| braska. The attorney statés.
‘he has information that will

A.F.L. Urges Union-
Label Christmas

Washington, . . — 1. M.
Ornburn, Secretary-Treasurer
of ‘the Union Label Trades
Department, announced the
annual drive urging Christ-
mas shoppers to buy only
union label gifts,

Because of the increased
sales of merchandise during
the holiday season, the A. F.
of Iz, asks members of labor
u‘nions. their families and
friends to demonstrate the
value of the union label mar-
ket by purchasing Christmas
presents only from fivms that
display the union label, shop
card and service button.

-

Seafarers' Log

Honor Roll

CREW OF S. S. GREYLGOCK
Niels: Kastrup

.............

M.. Ludwick
J. Spaulding
Phillips
C. Barthium
I. Weinstein

..........
................
............

J. Cataldo
\H. De Boor
L. Basner .

Toy
A; Macmunn
L. Donovan

J.: Gronin
T, Shea .
Bolger .... -
o Musphy, « oo

.............

o

-} times
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Ports

SAV ANNAH

Editor, Seafarers Log
Dear Sir and Brother:

Shipping around Savannah 1s
still good, Ships are still leaving
here short-handed. The S.S. City
of Savanuah came in the other
day with the sailors demanding
that they be moved out of their
old quarters. This beef has been
hanging for a long-time. Due to
the cooperation of the Quarter-
masters, Oilers and Watertend-
ers aboard this ship, we were
very successful in placing the
A.B’s two men to a room.

Also had the S8.S. Alcoa Puri-
tan in here, This ship came from
the Pacific Coast via Chile. This
being a new ship and an addi-
tion to the Alcoa Steamship Co.
fleet,”there was a lot of disputed
overtime aboard this ship. After
taking it up with the (hree de-
partment deelgates, the Chief
Mate, and the Chief Engineer,
this was cleared up, so there
won’t be any delay in paying off
in Norfolk, Va., as they all have
transportation back to the Paci-
fic Coast.

Also had the S.S. Helen of the
Bull Steamship Co. in here, All
beefs on this ship were settled,
and she sailed for Jacksonville,
two . AB's and one Oiler short.
Right now I'm hunting for an
ADB and an Oiler for the S.S.
City of -Birmingham, After an abs
sence of two years we are hayv-
ing the S.S. Shickshinny in here
tomorrow from the Far Rast.

Brother Biggs dropped in here
the other day for the purpose of
signing an addendum to the new
agreement, and we were success-
full in getting the same adden-
dum as the Waterman Steam-
ship Co,

That's all for now, Steady as
she goes,

CHARLES WAID, Agent
Savannah Branch

SEAMAN FINDS
ARMY TRUCKS
LIST TO PORT

Dear Sir and Brother:

I swre am glad about the raise
of pay the boys got on the bonus.
T head about it in a copy of the
Log you sent me here at the
Army: post: Say, does the union
hear much. from the other broth-
ers in the army?

It seems to me. that it is about
time the shipowners and the gov-
ernment started to put some ar-
tillery on the ships for the pro-
tection of the boys.

Me—I'm running land
now, and not so good either. I
turned my truck over three
the other night. during
maneuvers when I was driving
40 -miles an hour without lights.
We were being attacked from

0| the air, while riding. along on a
1 convoy of aboul 15 trucks. It was
| so dark I cowldn’t see a foot in

front of my fenders and when a
turn came. in the road, I went

straight ahead into a ditch and

turned over.

Well, nothing more to write

| about except to. say, keep up the

swell work, guys. I sure wish I
was back~-in the hall ready to
sail out again to sea.

I still say that the chow here

0.} is lousy. Never could be like the

chow we get out at sea.

So, keep, her steady as she
goes for a hell of a long time to
come, 3
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Conditions on NMU Ship

(Continued from Page 1)
been sold out by the pie-cards if
they had raised a beef.

“But I'm getting ahead of my-
self, because the story starts in
Singapore last June. I was taken
off- my own-ship, the S.S. City of
Alma, with typhoid fever. When
I recovered from the fever, I
couldn’'t find any SIU ships. Fi-
nally, after waiting a couple of
weeks, I shipped on the Execu-
tive, an American Export rust-
bucket manned by a NMU crew.
[ signed on as fireman.

“Well, the. scow took on oil at
Calcutta and then set for Hono-
Iulu. About a day out of Calcut-
ta, when I'm on watch, tthe Sec:
ond Engineer comesg down to me
and says, ‘Get up there and clean
the forepeak where the oil
slopped over.’

“I explained to him that T was
on watch, but that didn’'t make
any difference. ‘You heard me,
get up there,’ he yelled, T warned
him that it was overtime.wark.
‘We’ll see about that,’ he said.

“When I finished my watch, I
took my overtime o the engine
and asked bhim to
straighten things out. ‘Well, you
are not a union man,” he said to
me, ‘and so I don't think there is
much we can do about it.'

“*What do yvou mean, I'm not
a union man,’ I said, ‘I belong to
the SIU.” Well, the minute T men-
tioned the SIU, this bozo threw
np his hands in horrvor and wounld
have nothing more to do with
me. Later I was to see that me
being a member of the SIU was
only an excuse with him for
dodging the beef. He never want-
ed to speak up to the skipper,
even on legitimate NMU beeis—
and there were plenty that
should have been brought up.

“So T can’t get any satisfac-
tion from the delegate. So I fig-
ured that I'd wait until T.got. to
New York and saw the agent.

“We tied up at Honoluiu be-
tore heading for the Canal, While
in port there, a fight broke out
between a fireman and an oiler.
The fireman, who had been get-
ting the worst of the fight, sud-
denly pulled a six-inch knife and
lunged for the oiler’s throat. His
reach was a Httle short and in-
stead of stabbing the oiler in the
throat, the knife split.his chin.
I was standing midships when
this happened, When I saw the
knife work, I jumped on tthe
fireman who was below meé on
the well deck. The force of my
jump knocked him to the deck
and the:knife out of his hands.
Once he dropped the knife, the
rest of the deck gang piled in
and tied himxr up.

“Again I went to the NMU

delegate and demanded that
union charges be brought against
the fireman for carrying con-
cealed weaopns and for attack:
ing a union brother. Again the
delegate sniveled around and re-
fused to do anything about it. I
said that the least the unijon
could do was Lo demand that the
skipper send ashore for a doctor
to patch up the knife cuts. But
the crew took absolutely no ac-
tion, and the oiler continued to
work without even receiving any
shots for lock-jaw.

“Well, this hell ship pulled
anchor and headed for the Canal,
But before we lost sight of Hono-
lulu ®inother fight broke out.

“This time a cocky liltle
S.0.B., who was Deck Cadet,
started to beat up the panlry-
man. The thing boomeranged,
and the pantryman gave him a
real shellacking. It so happened
that the Deck (Cadet was the first
cousin of the Chief Mate. 'The
Mate "couldn't stand seeing his
relative getting beaten up, even
if he did start the fight, so he
pited in on the pantryman from
behind, knocked him to the deck,
grabbéd him by the feet and
damn near threw him over the
port rail. He really beat that
poor pantryman until he couldn’t
stand.

“This time 1 thought I'd wait
and sce how the crew acled. I
waited—but no action, Finally I
spoke up and asked why the
crew didn't take some action—
why they didn't prefer charges
against the Mate for corporal
punishment,

“The Mate heard me make that
demaund, and came running up to
me and said, ‘T'll push your face
in if you don’'t pull your nose
out of this.'I asked him who he
thought he was talking to. ..
Some NMU stumble bum? He
calmed down when he saw I
wonldn't fold.

“For the rest of the trip that
Mate terrorvized that crew, and
acted if he hgd never heard of a
trade union.

‘“When we hit New York, the
NMU patrolman showed up. I
began to tell him the beefs, but
he turned on me and said that
he couldn‘t do anything about
them. He spent practically his
entire time on board bawling out
some guy that was back on his
dues.

“It makes me Jlaugh when I-
hear the NMU pie-cards sound-
ing off about how wonderful
their union is. What crap! If I
had to ship through the NMTU,
I'd probably leave the sea;

“Thank God for the SITT
that's all T got to say.”
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Rear Admirall Emory’ 8. Land,
chairman of the Maritime Com-
mission, released figures this
week on the progress of the U.S.
ship building program, which is
alme(i at the creation of & mer-
chant fleet “second to none other
in the world.” ,

““The original plan for the con-
struction of 590 ships,’ said Ad-
miral Land, “has now pyramided
because of the national emer-
gency into a composite’ prograin-
involving the construction of ap-

proximately -1,600 ships from the
inception of the program in 1937
until approximately the end of
1943.”

The Admiral furtherv'reveuled
that in the naval program there
have been 2,831 ships ordered
since-1940.. They will cost a total
of $%234,262,178, - .

Joe Cufréi; H.a.s»
Labor 'Trpublgs I

Recently. the NMU opened a
new - headquarterc and accom-
panied the occasion with typ-
icat.  Curran_ bombast. The:
building was called the ‘“best”
and the ‘biggest" and - the
*most modern,” etc¢., etc. The
PILOT damn near broke the
typewriters in an ecstasy of
self-praise. oAy

What WASN'T révealed
durlng all this horn blowlng.
was the fact that when the
NML)  went fo renovate its
“super. collossal”’ ‘headquarters
it ran into labor trouble. This
fact only leaked out this
week :

‘Curran hired, AFL electri-
c:ans and piantera and car-
penters and “painters to fix up
his headquarters before he
moved in. The CIO ‘which has
beep trying to muscle 'In on
the” building’ trades in ‘New
York, heard this and raised
hell.: T RIS

Curran Is " vice- presldent of
the Cl10O, dnd he ig being acy
cused of sabotaging hos own
organization.

Hm, hm, hm: What have we
heard  thaat accusation be.
fore?

DO NOT SHIP.
N
November 14, 1941
Editor, Seafarers’ Log:
Dear Sir and Brother: ”

I am:in receipt of @ letter from
the ship’s Delegate .of thé 8.8,
Edith of the Bull Lines, in which
he states that there is a man
named C. Gordon, permit'944, on
that vessél, who has not paid any
dues  since  April of« this-year.
From the letter I get the impres-
sion that Gordan  hangs around
the docks in small ports where
ther¢ is no Union Hail and ships
off of-the dock. He-always quits
before the® ship wveaches a poit
where there is & Union Hall. This
way he is a hard man to catch.

- In the regular meeting held in
Mobile on April 28, 1941 the
membership ‘voted fa revoke this
man’s permit and to refuse him

temattonal Unfon® of N. A.

in up and ‘down the coast. ‘Wil
yomm nrmt t-h!! intohnatlon

. OLDEN nmu

= #

*

membership in the' Seafarers’ In- |

This action has been ‘eoncurred |,

Reqmsltmn 80
Merchant Slnps

Moving swiftly atter the“ pas«
sage of Neutrality “Ac¢t' amend-
ments, the Maritime Commlsslon
is preparing to vhumlly requisi-
tion the 80-0dd merclmnl Vessels
operating in the Red Sea and Pa-
cific defense runs in order to ac-
ceierate the delivery of  lend-
lease cargoes and the71eceipt of
strategic and critical matérials
from abroad, it was leumed .from
reliable information, * - M

The new measure of control,
superimposed on the econtrol the
commission already exerts through
the Ship Warrants Act,. will re-
sult from a revision of present
charter arrangements between. the .
commission and the owners of
these vessels.

The effect of the nevision weould
be the equivalent of Governmont
requisitioning of the ships-in that
complete direction of operations
will be in the commission’s hands
without further ado.

According to Wuahingum -
thorities,” the revised agreement
provides for a time eharter of
vessals for the length of ‘thé émer-
gency, at a rate acceptable to the
commission and the owneérs.

Finnish Shlps
Sunk In the

Baitic Sea

Three Finnish tnnkels whlch
were familiar to" American .ports
before the war, weére sunk last
week somewhere in the Baltic _
Sea,

The ships were’ lhe 4,360-ton
Hogland, formerly in service be-
tween Petsamo,” Baltimore and
Norfolk; the 2,517-ben Taurl,.
which formerly traded between
Havana and Newport N,eypj and
the 1,848-ton Cisil. y&nty‘ sen-
men lost their lhes on the thres
ships.

‘When the ships were stink, they
were reportedly aiding the Nazis
in. their war on the Sovlet Uﬁl'dn'

It has also been xeported thaf
three other Finnish shfps that
used to run between Guif and
Southeastern American  porta,
have been captured by ‘thé Brit'
ish. These ships were ' the 'Mo-"
desta, Rolfsberg and Sotbrift) "'

Ickes’ Gas Scare

Proves F alse Alarm

Well, one sca_re is over-. o
the scare of a gasoline short.
age. Not that many scamen .
have automobiles to ' whiz
around in when they are on
the beach, but Secretary of.
the lnteruor Ickes let out such
belly-yells about the' ‘gas '
shortaage that it could be Y
heard by a. blackgang ten
miles at sea.

Now M. Ickes reluctant-
ly admitted that it was all
a mistake. There's plentY' ’_
of gasoline after all. | Ifi the
meantime, of course; the big " =
oll companies cleaned 'up. "'
They threw about 100, 000 em- '

pioyees out of work ‘ . S
many . Instances hoosted " e
price of fuel. - Rt 4 A N

Somehow- thc-cmployeu al, !
| ways seemtoconemitouﬁpr;

‘in-these. “nwmmmm.;
-'nliuilou. S an :
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