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Shipping Stays Good In New York,
But Drop In January Is Possible

By JOE

NEW YORK — Business and
shipping have remained good
here with plenty of payoffs and
sign-ons.

However, we look for the man-
power situation to get a little
heavy when the holidays are
over and past. Just how heavy
is impossible to say right now.

So many of the boys took off
for a visit home over Christmas
and New Year that shipping is
bound to tighten up when they
come back in. Naturally, if
things get a little tough they
will be a lot tougher for non-
rated men.

However, shipping has been
especially good for Tankermen,
and we expect that Tanker sign-
ons will hold up pretty well
even after the holidays. The oil
shortage up around here ought
to take care of that situation.

The SS Steel Architect, Isth-
mian, paid off under the interim
agreement and signed right on
again—under the new contract.
It sheuld be no surprise that the

Ore Carrying
Record Broken
On Great Lakes

By EINAR NORDAAS

DULUTH—Another season on
the Great Lakes has come to an
end, and all records for the
peacetime carrying of ore have
been broken.

Approximately

seventy-eight

——codiieioin- 1QNS- of oo ore left the

ore docks at the head of the
Lakes for the steel mills during
the 1947 season.

In normal pre-war years about
haif of that total was all that
was necessary to keep the mills
rolling. What will happen on the
Lakes if we get these so-called
normal times back again?

Unless another depression hits
the country, we are not likely
to see them, but we must be
prepared for any eventuality.

Now is the time for all Lekes
seamen to prepare. for the pos-
sible lean times ahead. The rec-
ord of the SIU, past and pres-
ent, has proven that we are the
only Union on the Lakes that
can guarantee security, the best
wages, and a shorter work week
for the seamen.

Only two ships are wintering
in the Duluth-Superior area —
the SS Nettleton of the Great

Lakes SS Company and the SS’

Crescent City of the Browning

SS Company. Both are at the

Knudsen Shipyards, Superior.
NEW PROJECT

A seventy-seven million dol-
lar taconite plant is scheduled to
be built at Beaver Bay, abc 1t 52
miles from Duluth. When {nish-
ed, this plant will employ some
two thousand men, and will ship
about five million tons of ore
annually.

At the last meeting of the
Maritime Trades Port Council,
Secretary Gibson reported on the
possibility of the ore dock work-
ers affiliating with the Council.
Our next meeting will be: held in
Duluth, and we will elect and
install new officers at that time.

Guess that’s all the news for
now, and the Duluth Branch of
the SIU Great Lakes District
wishes to take this opportunity
of wishing all SIU members and
friends a Very Happy New Year.

ALGINA

boys expect to have a lot better
trip with the new conditions
guaranteed.

There wasn’t too much trouble,
however, aboard the Architect.
One thing we did have to fix up
was a beef against the Skipper

for overcharging on a few slop-
chest items. We settled it in
the good old SIU way. The Old
Man had to shell out.

The most serious beef this
week concerned the crews of the
Council Crest and the Fort Ma-
tanzas, both Los Angeles Tank-
ers, after the ships were sold out
from under the boys in England.

The crews of both ships came
back to New York by plane, but
the Captain and Purser of the
Matanzas didn’t want to fly the
North Atlantic in December,
electing to come back by ship.
This was all right, except that
they kept all the records for the
payoff in their possession. The
Skipper from the Council Crest
wasn’'t reported at all.

The crews arrived in New
York December 20, zmxlops to
collect their dough’~ and
home for Christmas — most of
them were from the South. But,
the ship bringing the Matanzas
Skipper wasn’t due until the
Saturday after Christmas, and
the Crest’s Captain was still un-
heard of. The boys were high
and dry on the New York beach.
High, dry and sore.

The Company agent here is
giving the men an extra week’s
pay and subsistence while they
hang around, but that doesn’t get
them paid off and home for the
holidays. So you can be sure we
will have something to tell those
Skippers when they show up.
Something pretty pointed.

We also had a bit of trouble
on the SS Helen, a Bull ship.
Some boys joined her in Boston
to bring her to New York. When
she paid off, the Company balked
'a little at paying their transpor-
tation back to Boston. We took
care . of things, however, and
when they left they had every-
thing that was coming to them
including first class transpoxta—
tion.

Generally speaking, mest of
the recent payoffs have been
clean with Delegates right on the
ball. However, New York Patrol-
men have been kept very busy
with payoffs, sign-ons and visits,
a fact which leads me to pass on
a small reminder to Delegates in
this port.

If you’re aboard a ship here
and have~a beef, and if they tell
you on the phone that the Patrol-
men are busy and can’t make
your ship which may be in
Bayonne or Staten Island, if
possible have the Delegates come
to the Hall with the beef. That
way, the beef will be ironed out.
And you’ll be doing us a favor.
Remember, the Patrolmen can’t
be everywhere at once’

get{to’

,f

San Juan Kept ‘Bus y During X mas Season,

But Agent Sadly Foresees Coming Slump

By SAL COLLS

SAN JUAN — This week has
been a pretty busy one and, nat-
urally, there have been some
beefs as a result.

For
quite a few members have been
forgetting to give the required
24 hours notice to department
heads before piling off. This bad
habit is causing a lot confusion
in this and other ports.

one thing, it seems that

The first offender here was a
man named J. Solis. This was
the second time he had pulled
this trick. Theé first time he was
find $25. Apparently he didn’t
get the idea.. He’s got

though. Moreover, he’s got 99
years in which to think it over.

it now

The second man we let go with
a $25 fine and we hope it will be
a lesson to him. The third and
fourth men haven’t been up be-
fore a committee yet.

DOUBLE MENU

Another beef we had was
aboard the SS Ka}hryn, Bull
Line. The Steward on her was
putting.out twa menus in regard
“m IR

This Stewéu‘d had been in
trouble with the crew on the
previous trip, but was given a
chance to redeem himself. After
that, everything was okay while

NO CHow ToDAY — 1
GOTTA LISTEN TO
THE FIGHT !

the ship was in port, but as soon
as she pulled out he started the
same thing all over.

This time we told this Steward
to get off when the ship got to
New York. Anytime a Steward
can’t get along with a crew, he’d
better get off.

Due to the fact of one of those
pile-offs noted above, we shipped
a fellow named Roberto Pellot on
the SS E. Livingston. Roberto
is the son of Matilde Pellot, the
lady who at one time and an-
other has kept a lot of beach-
combers going here.

SECOND MOTHER

A lot of the oldtimers will re-
member Matilde Pellot when
they see her picture. If they
have been on the Puerto Rico
beach during the last seven years
they will think of her as a sec-
ond mother.

Matilde is the mother of six
children, and two of her sons are
good Union men. Her boy Tutina

' week,

MATILDE PELLOT

Seafarers who have been
helped out on the San Juan
beach by Matilde will be glad
to learn that two of her sons

-are now sailing SHJ abipee: e

is on the SS Francis and Matilde
thinks he is on the way across
to Europe. She expects him to

write soon for originally he fig-

ured to be back here fcr Christ-

mas.

Roberto is doing fine on the
Livingston for a first tripper.” In
fact, he is doing so well that the
crew is recommending that he be
issued a permit. If the Urnion
could find more boys like this
one, we wouldn't have zs much
trouble with newcomers &s we
sometimes do. '

We are shipping a lot of men
during these days, but as soon
as Christmas and New Year are _
over we expect shipping to slow
down since a lot of men got off
for the holidays. When thoge
fellows get back on they'll stay
on. Can't blate them, either.

BATTER UP

Meanwhile, shore-gang work is
picking up a little by little. This
we've had 50 or 60 en
working a few of our ships.

We are enjoying tne haseball
season over here. However, it
has rained so much these past
few days that quite a few games
have had to be postponed. We
have some night games, so we
don’t have to worry too much
about getting sunburned. Also,
anybody who is busy in the day-
time can get in a garte in ne .

AR AT,

We’ 11 sign off until next vear—
with a wish for a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year for
everybody. '

|Shipping Booms In Philadelphia,

But Exiles From Hook Fill Hall

By E. B.

PHILADELPHIA — A sudden
upturn in shipping and the
necessity of covering the Marcus
Hook area, due to the .closing of
the Hall there, has made the
Port of Philadelphia a very busy
place.

We are dispatching men to
ships with speed and rapidity not
seen since the boom days. The
funny part of it is that, while
the men are going out the ships
in a steady stream and we have
called outports for rated men,
the Hall is still crowded to over-
flowing.

This is due to the men from
Marcus Hook converging on thls
port.

We are now in the middle of
the Holiday season, when a good
percentage of the men are home
visiting relatives. In this situa-
tion we are hard pressed for
rated men, but we have held off
in issuing permits as much as
possible.

After the New Year, most of
the men will return for ships
and we want to guard against
overextending ourselves and then
being overloaded with men.

NEW YEAR CUSHION

If we can coast along without
issuing permits, as we - have so
far, shipping won’t be too tough

l after the holidays.

TILLEY

The strain of handling all tank-
ers and ships hitting ports as far
south as Wilmington, Delaware,
has not been what we though
would be since the addition ©
the former Marcus Hook agent
Blackie Cardullo and Pairolmah
Bob Pohle.

With them to aid us in this
tremendous job, we're quite sure
we’ll be able to handle any beefs
which may arise in this area.

No complaints of being slighted
have been made by any crews
falling under the jurisdicticn cf
the Philly Branch and we are

sure none will come in the
future.
We are foremost concerned

with giving representaticn to the
crews and in that we don’t in-
tend to fall down on the job.

PROSPECTS GOOD

The coming week promises to
be good for payoffs as already
we have been informed of the
arrival of two ships and more
will probably hit in before the
week is out.

Now_ that Santa has finished:
lugging his load across the coun-
try, I hope I'm not too late in ex-
tending everyone a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year 9a-
behalf of myself and the Phila-

| delphia staff of the SIU.




































