, Progresses
On CS Contract,
Welfare Plan

The SIU’s Negotiating Committee was kept
hopping this week, alternating from meetings with
Cities Service officials on working rules for the
company’s 16 ships to sessions with other contracted

Sﬂy ”0 ro (’0 , operators on details of the Welfare Plan. |
a' Mm B’d o Progress in the Cities Service negotiations was

reported by the Union committee. The company
and Union representatives began tackling the job

The membership of the AFL of setting up departmental working rules last week
ﬁt?:; aozli‘;'ﬁsaf’ ?égnco}:ginir:g. as a follow-up to the interim contract signed several
forces with the CIO American | S

weeks ago.
Ha'dio Association as one big As soon as agreement has been reached on the
union.

. . working rules for the three de-%-
Of 317 members who voted on M( Asks Bo &

partments, it will be incorporated
the question "in a referendum
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into the interim pact, which will
then become operative as a full

ballot sent to all ROU men, 229

opposed the merger and 88 fa-|%

vored it
Ballot forms on a variety of
questions were distributed to the

ROU’s 1,275 members and 369 |88

valid answers were received and
tallied.

78 memhers favored taking the
CIO union into the AFL in a
body; 4 said “no” to this. 44
thought it okay to allow CIO
men to come into the. ROU as
individuals,

However, none of the AFL
men wanted to enter the CIO
union as individuals,

Like the SIU, the ROU is a
member of the AFL Maritime
Trades Department., It was one
of the seven seagoing unions
which agreed on a mutual aid
pact in defense of the Hiring
Hall.

Joe Algina, SIU New York Port Agent, presenis a check
represonting donations made by crewmembers
aboard Union-coniracted ships., to I. Robert Weinberg, labor
director pof National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis.

In accepting the contribution, which more than triples
the Secafarers’ donation fo last year’s campaign, Weinberg said:
“The membership of the Seafarers International Union can be
proud of having raised $2.284.67 more than last year for the
fight against this dread disease. We, too, are proud that we
have such staunch and loyal friends and hope our service fo
organized labor will merit continuante of this support.”

for $3.207,

Branches To Get Vacations Issue

Preliminary steps in the poll-
ing of the membership on the
hotly-debated question of com-
_pulsory vacations will be taken
in all SIU Branches at the next
regular membership meetings on
April 12,

In accord with a Headquarters
Jecommendation adopted unani-
mously at the March 29 regular
membership meeting in the Port
of New York, each Branch will
elect a committee to draft a
-resolution, based on membership
sentiment, suggesting the word-
ing ‘of the question on which
Seafarers will vote in a Union-
wide 60-day referendurn.

FINAL RESOLUTION

. Upon completion of this task,
the port committees will submit
their proposals to Headquarters,
where an elected commitiee will
decide on the wording of the re-
.solution in its final form. The
final resclution also will b\_ sub-
jéct to the approval of the mem-
bership.

The issue over compulsory va-
‘cations developed as the resuit
;0f several resolutions offered by
members at regular meetings
Jast winter, urging a change in
the shipping rules to require a
man who has sailed continuously
‘aboard one ship for one year to
acccpt the Vacation pay prescrib-
.ed in the Union contract and get

“off the ghip, .71 7%

When the msoluuom werf:inr
troduced, Headguarters pointed

“out that issues involving changes

‘in - the shipping rules can only
_be resolved through the medium
o! a Unlon-wﬁe secret blllot.

as provided in the SIU Consti-
tution.

In view of the highly contro-
versial nature of the proposal,
Headquarters recommended that
the: membership be given a rea-
sonable time to discuss the issue
fully in the SEAFARERS LOG
and at shipboard and member-
ship meetings.

At that time, Headquarters
pointed out that the effect of
such a proposal would be far-
reaching and that every mem-
ber, therefore, should have ample
opportunity to understand the
issues involved.

The Headquarters recommen-
dation was concurred in and the
proposal was tabled to permit
full discussion.

For the past several months,
the debate has been hot and
heavy. Each issue of the SEA-
FARERS LOG contained numer-
ous letters from Seafarers and
members of the families, either
4 favoring or rejecting the propo-
sal for compulsory vacations. Al-
though no tally was taken, opin-
ion seems to have been about
equally divided.

FULL DISCUSSION

The Headquarters recommen-
dation for steps toward final
balloting was made in view of
the fact that the question has
been roundly discussed for a

conridergble period of time and

‘ﬁmt the membership is, there-

fore, fully:-acquainwd with the
issues involved.

The next logical step, -Head-
quarters explained, would be to
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put the guestion to the entire|
membership in a secret ballot.

No date will be set for com-
mencement of the referendum
until the membership has acted
on the final wording of the bal-

contract,

A meeting was held early this
week and another is scheduled
for today. Committee members
said that the talks were con-
ducted in “a friendly atmo-
sphere.” C

Predictions by Union negotia-
tors are that full agreement
would be reached shortly, bar-
ring unforeseen _de\?elopmenu;.

PROGRESS ON WELFARE

The meetings with other con-
tracted operators to draft details
of the employer-financed, jointly-
administered welfare plan were
also productive, the Union com-
mittee reported.

At the conclusion of yester-
day’s meeting, only three ope-
rators had not yet signed the
Welfare Plan agreement, which
calls for employer contributions
of 25 cents a payroll-day for

each crewmember aboard their|

ships, Payments to the fund are
retroactive to last January 1.
Among the details the ship-
owners and Union representa-
tives are concerned with in the
current meetings are the types
and amounts of benefits to be
paid Seafarers out of the fund,
eligibility requirements and
method of administration.

These two men sharé the
Union delegates fo be elecied

distinction of being the first
on the Cities Service tanker

SS Abiquan at a shipboard meeting in Bayonne, N. J., March
23. Moerwin Driscell (left), Oiler, who has been abosrd the

Abiqua for a year, took over

the Ship's Delegate job, Sam

Reced, FWT, was designated by his shipmates o serve as
Engine Delegate, iie has soven months on the Abigqua and
two months on the fanker Winter Hill,
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On Reconverting
Bernstein Ships

The Arnold Bernstein Line's
hopes for operating two passen-
ger ships to Europe were in-
creased when the Maritime Com-
mission on March 24 asked ship-
yards to bid on the conversion
of two former army transports.

The Bernstein Line has ape«
plied for the purchase of the
SS General William Weigel and
the SS General John H. Pope,
both of the P-2 type troop-
carrving class, under the Mer-
chant Ship Sales Act of 1946.

In addition to a construction-
differential subsidy for the ships”
conversion, the company is seek-
ing an operating subsidy for use
in Trade Route 8, from New
York to Antwerp and Rotterdam,

The Commission issued the in-
vitations to bid with the under-
standing that no award will be
made until and unless the Com=-
mission has made all of the
necessary findings on the come
pany's applications.

At present, the two ships are
in layup at the Suisan Bay Re-
serve Fleet,
conversion are to be opened on
May 10.

AFL Gives its Okay
To Cancer Campaign

AFL officials on local, state
and national levels have en=-
dorsed the 1950 Cancer Crusade
of the New York City Cancer
Committee, which seeks $1,331,-
919 during April as part of the
American Cancer Society’'s fifth
annual nationwide appeal for
cancer research, education and
service funds.

President William Green of
the AFL, in éendorsing the na-
tional campaign, said, “In the
extension of support to

is leading in an effort to find
a remedy for this dread disease
and the extension of help to
those who suffer from it, work-
ers everywhere gshould join with
all other classes of people in the
campaign against cancer."
Urging labor's cooperation,
President Green said, "I, there-
fore, call upon Iiasbor every-

where to unite with other classes

of people and to join with them
in the fund raising campaign
for the purpose of carrying on
an uncompromising fight against
the dread diseass of cancer.”
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- Furopean democracies get the arms aid and Marshall Plan

B the usual reports from the Branch Agents. Although the
" Branch minutes digest highlights the major shipping de-
- yelopments in each port, it lacks the flavor of the individ-

& “Around tlic Ports”. feat
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A Job To Do

The communists are going to find the going hot and
heavy in the months to come. Free labor is on the march
-and plans are now being laid to carry the fight to all
nations of the world, including those behind the Iron
Curtain.

The newly-organized International Confederation of
#Free Trade Unions has mapped a campaign for the next
three years, which has among its objectives assurance of
delivery of American arms aid to western European
democracies.

The Confederation also plans to carry the message
of free democratic labor to the non-communist peoples
‘of Czechoslovakia, Poland, Roumania, Esthonia, Latvia
and Lithuania.

Head of the Confederation is J. H. Oldenbrock, who
is the former secretary of the International Transport-
workers Federation, with which the SIU is affiliated.
Oldenbroek says the people behind the Iron Curtain are
not commies, “They’re just under an iron heel.”

The commies are going to squawk a-plenty. Especial-
ly since the Confederation is no dinky outfit. Set up by
free trade unions to combat the communist-controlled
World Federation of Trade Unions, the new Confedera-
tion speaks for more than 50,000,000 workers in §3 na-
tions, including the AFL and CIO in the United States.

On the basis of previous performance, our guess is
that the communist propaganda hacks will scream that
the whole thing is an “imperialist plot” hatched and paid
for by the United States and carried out by stooges in
the European democracies.

But commie hysterics are not going te change the
fact that this is going to be a labor show, conceived, pro-
duced and carried out by working men and women who
still live in a free atmosphere.

Not only are they going to make sure that the

‘cargoes that will keep them from being crushed by the
Soviet heels, they are going to actively combat the com-
munist malarkey that the world outside the Iron Curtain,
especially the US, is hell for workers.

Seafarers have made it very clear that they are proud
that they are once again among the ones who will be
carrying the goods to the important fronts. Besides getting
he physical materials necessary for the democracies’ of-
fensive to the other side, SIU members are in a first-rate
spot to perform another invaluable service to the cause
of freedom everywhere.

On hitting the ports of the European democracies,
particularly those where communists control the wurions
of waterfront workers, as in France and Italy, each Sea-
farer can take ashore his own quota of facts about life
an a democracy.

They can tell these befuddled, misguided people of
the conditions and wages enjoyed here, because their
wunions are free to fight for their economic betterment and
are not strapped down by political, self-seeking hacks.
They can tell them that there are no firing squads or salt
aines for dissenters.

Seafarers can give them the score about democracy.

We'’re Sorry

Due to space limitations, the LOG was forced to omit

reports. Barring similar circumstances, the
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The Most Precious Cargo

The final chapter in the long campaign to
bring the Cities Service Marine Division
under a full SIU contract is now being
written. Shortly after the gigning of the
interim agreement several weeks ago, bind-
ing the company to the standard Union
wage scale, establishing the hiring proced-
ude and the other major gains, committees
representing the SIU and Cities Service sat
down to work out a set of working rules.
Several meetings have already been held
and, although many of the departmental
rules remain to be written out, the end of
this coniract campaign is definitely 'in sight.
When agreement has been reached on the
working rules, they will be incorporated
into the interim agreement, which then will
become the final and full contract,

Every SIU member and every Cities Ser-
vice man who stuck so hard by his demands
for Union representation in the company’s
tanker fleet rates glowing commendation for
their part in the big victory. They have
made possible a victory that ultimately will
benefit more than those immediately in-
volved,

But in the flush of wictory, let us not
forget the others whose offers of support in
our fight for the Cities Service contract
proved so valuable—the AFL refinery work-
ers, machinists and allied workers in the
South and the CIO oil workers on the East
Coast, just to mention a few.

All of these people stood by right up to
the very last minute, ready to give all-out
support the moment it was needed. Their
spirit of cooperation is the kind of stuff
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ure will appear in the next issue.!

that has been so important in improving
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the security of the working men and wo- #

men of this country.

It should be mentioned here that an ap- 3

praisal of the Cities Service campaign
points up the soundness of several Union
policies. Because these policies had been put

into effect earlier, the beef was consider« |

ably easier to push to a successful conclu-
sion than it would have been otherwise.

One of these was the policy of limifing
the number of membership books. to ap-
proximately the number of contracted jobs,
As a result of this policy, our membership
was never overloaded, Not only is this a
great protection to our membership, but as-
sured Cities Service men they would have
ample opportunity to ship on other vessels
if they so desired.

One of the most important factors in the
successful drive on CS were the economy

measures instituted a few years ago. Be-

cause of this, we had the funds necessary
in any large scale organizing campaign.

Above all, the big thing is that the SIU
has been able to go forward when the mari-
time industry is shrinking and other unions
are wrestling with tough internal problems,
resulting from an unfortunate lack of fore«
sight.

growth is essential to the health of any er«

ganization, and we mean to keep our Union 3

in a sound, healthy sfate,

That's why we cannot rest—even after [
the full CS contract is wrapped up. We'va 1

B

got to keep going ahead.

And -what's more,
we willl '

i
.

u
The SIU has not only held its own, it is BN
moving ahead. We maintain that continual i
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‘'The American Federation of Labor as a whole
and the American seamen, as part of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, have a vital stake and
interest in the maintenance of a first-class Mer-
chant Marine flying the American flag. This,
we believe, is the established policy passed by
Congress and enacted into law under the Mer-
chant Marine Act of 1936.

However, the present status of the American
Merchant Marine leads one to believe there is
no established policy and there is no one bureau,
including the Maritime Commission, whieh is
protecting the advancement, welfare and the
maintenance of an American Merchant Marine.
In view of the fact that the Senate has approp-
riated money and invested in your Committee
powers to hold hearings, to investigate problems
and to recommend certain action for the benefit
of the American Merchant Marine, we would
like at this time to express our opinion and to
make recommendations on certain subjects now
before your Committee.

The action of the Senate itself to appropriate
money for your Committee proves there is

i . something radically wrong with the American

Merchant Marine today. Not so long ago, during
the War and after, our country had the largest
Merchant Marine in the world with all types
of ships fitted for any trade and any route—in
fact, the American Merchant Marine was so
capable that it carried a major part of supplies,
troops, etc. to the various military fronts of the
world. Today, however, this situation has mater-
fally changed. The American Merchant Marine

is rapidly dwindling and it is safe to say there
are less ships sailing the American flag than
there were prior to the War,

We see, on the other hand, that all types of
nations have developed merchant marines over
and above the needs of certain countries and this
critical situation has been accomplished in part
through the aid of various bureaus in the United
States such as the Maritime Commission, the
State Department, ete. We are referring now,
for instance, to the Panamanian registry, the
Honduran registry and the Liberian registry
which teday ave operating ships and tonnage
never dreamed of prior to the War,

However, our organization has already sub-
mitted a statement to your Committee dealing
with the transfer of the American Merchant
Marine to foreign flags, so we will not go into
that matter at this time, but there are other
phases of the American Merchant Marine now
before your Committee on which we would like
to express our opinion and make certain recom-
mendations.

I—Navy Operated Tankers

In the past two years, the United States Navy
has operated approximately 57 tankers (55 T-2’s
and 2 T-1's). These tankers have been eperated
on a world-wide basis for the Navy by four
American shipping companies—iwo West Coast
companies and two East Coast compahies, These
companies have collgotive bargaining agreements
with. American seamen’s unions. Consequently,
'gnc can regard the operation of Navy tankers

e
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On this and the following page Is the state-
ment of the Seafarers International] Union,
through ifs International President, Harry Lunde-
berg. on the various maritime problems now be-
ing considered by the Senate Sub-Committee on
Merchant Marine and Maritime Affairs.

as a civilian operation due to the fact the of-
ficers and the men manning those tankers do so
through their various unions under collective
bargaining agreements. This operation, to our
knowledge—and we have had no complaints—
has been running smoothly without any strikes
or delays and has benefitted the Navy, the tax-
payers, the operators and the American seamen.

From time to time, certain pressure has been
put on the Maritime Commission, which in turn
has put pressure on the Navy Department, to
cease operating these particular tankers, giving
as a reason that many tankers are laid up for
lack of cargo and that the Navy should turn
around and charter these laid-up tankers. This
pressure has come in most cases from certain
tanker companies on the Atlantic Coast,

We want to bring to the attention of your
Committee that these same companies when they
were asked three years ago to carry Navy cargo
absoluiely refused to do so. They had no tonnage
because they were then reaping the harvest of
the high charter market on a world-wide scale.
They said, in effect, “To hell with the Navy;
we are going out to make all the dough we
can.” They bought their ships under the Ships
Sales Act, planked down so much and went to
work and made plenty of money. Now some of
their ships are tied up, but should the charter
market in the tanker field go up, they definitely
would not look to the Navy for business; they
would go where they could make the most
money, and it would put the Navy in the posi-
tion of having to compete on the charter market
and your Committee may be sure that it would
cost the Navy plenty of money to charter these
vessels. These particular tanker companies would
juggle the charter market in such a way as to
put the Navy in the pesition of having to pay
them exorbitant prices for hauling its oil, Fur-
thermore, these particular tanker companies do
not have enough qualified tankers by any stretch
of the imagination capable of handling the Navy's
transportation of gasoline and oil on a world-
wide basis. Furthermore, for the information of
your Committee, some of these same companies

have part of their vessels operating under the
Panamanian flag, and we can see no reason why
your Committee should tolerate, or encourage
or help chiselers of this type. We are satisfied
that the tankers operated by the Navy are being
operated for the best benefit of everyone con-
cerned, including the taxpayers—we have no
complaint about that whatsoever—and we do
not think the United States Government should
pay any attention to the cries of a few specula-
tors.

It is understood, of course, that on a long-
range program the Navy will need modern tank-
ers. It is essential for the defense of this country
that particular tankers be of the most modern
and fastest type available. It is also understood
that. the tankers at the present time in cperation
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are radically reaching the point that they must
be replaced. Most of the tankers now operated
by the Navy (T-2's) were operated during the
War at the maximum service and the effective-
ness of tankers, like other ships, only lasts over
a certain span of years. We wunderstand that
there are private companies which are willing

to undertake the building of modern T-5 tankers

capable of a speed of 18 to 20 knots, in addition
to a large recarrying capacity than the present
tankers. We understand this type of vessel has
the approval of the Navy Department,

The stumbling block now in getting this tank-
ship building program under way is the fact
that the Navy is not allowed to charter for a
longer term than one year, Consequently, these
companies which are willing to invest capital,
needless to say, cannot start building these ves-
sels until such. time as they can make a contract
enabling them to charter out their vessels for
a longer period of years. We believe that your
Committee should endeavor to amend the law
to permit the Navy to charter the types of ves-
sels mentioned above from these companies, that
are willing to build these vessels, for a substan-
tially long period. This would insure the Navy
a coming supply of new [ast tankers, which
would help the National Defense program; it
would save the American taxpayers money in
the long run; it would help the shipbuilding
industry and insure more employment and keep
more qualified and skilled craftsmen in the
American vards; it would help the American sea-
men who man the vessels.

IT—Military Cargo Transportation

We realize that at the present time under the
Military Sea Transportation Service, quite a
large number of dry cargo, reefer ships and pas-
senger vessels are being operated—in fact it is
true that this service operated by the Army and
Navy today is the largest shipping service in
the United States. '

We believe that some of this service could be
handled in the same manner as tankers have
been operated by the Navy: namely, this service
could be handled for the Military Transportation
Service through private shipping companies

which would be paid on a cost-plus basis as an -

agency fee for operating their ships. That would
insure the Military Service as receiving the
proper service without having to pay enormous
chart hires; it would insure these private oper-
ators who would be capable of operating these
ships for the Navy and Army a fair fee for doing
this work for the Navy, and it would give civil-
ian seamen more work. §

We wish to point out to the Committee a prob-

lem that has been overlooked by everybody—

we don't know for what reason—including the
Military Sea Transportation Service: namely, the
problem of national security. Today our country
is on the verge of war and is conducting a cold
war with the Soviet Government. Newspapers
are daily devoting space to the danger and pos-

sibilities of war. Certain security regulations’

have been established, or attempts are being
made to have them established, in various Gov-
ernment bureaus in an endeavor to insure the
loyality of persons who work for the United
States Government.

However, nothing has been done to establish
whether the loyality of the men who. man the
ships for the Military Sea Transportation Sers
vice is up to standard. As a matter of fact, wé&
know that there are communists and subversive
elements sailing in the Army Transport Serviee
ships, in American-flag ships, which are prac-

tically owned and operated by the Uniféd States .
Government, We know that the United States -

Coast Guard knows these things but is doing
(Crubinned om Poyo 1)
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: ‘nothing about it. We believe that any operator
3 - who desires to operate and handle cargo and

| ships for the United States Army and Navy cer-
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(Continued from Page 3)

tainly should guarantee that these vessels will

~be manned by loyal Americans and not by ele-
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ments that during an emergency mighi: sabotage
these ships. The same condition should certainly.
apply to the Military Sea Transportation Service,

These, we believe, are important phases of
the American Merchant Marine which your Com-
mittee must consider.

III—Intercoastal and Coastwise Shinping

Prior to the War, the percentage of American
ships in the domestic service, such as coastwise
shipping and intercoastal shipping, was approx-
imately 75 percent of the whole American ton-
nage. The bulk and backbone of the American
Merchant Marine was the coastwise and inter-
coastal ships. Offshore shipping under the Amer-
ican flag was composed of a few liners and a
few lines carrying their own products, such as
the Isthmian Steamship Company.

When the Second World War became a reality,
all coastwise and intercoastal ships, with the ex-
ception of a few coal carriers on the East Coast,
were taken over by an Executive Order of Pres-
ident Roosevelt, These ships were diverted into
services on behalf of this country’s war needs
and they were handy and ready when this coun-
try needed them.

Today, now that the War is over, we find that
the intercoastal and coastwise services, insofar

as shipping is concerned, are practically dead.
' There is less than one-third of the amount of
American shipping in the intercoastal run than
there was prior to the War. In 1939, just prior
to the war, in the coastwise run on the Pacific
Coast, in which run ships plied between Califor-
nia, Oregon, Washington and Vancouver, there
were 74 ships operating in and out of various

. coastwise ports on.the Pacific Coast strictly in

. the coastwise run. Today there are less than 10
ships operating in the coastwise run.

Now we feel that the Committee should cer-
tainly take into serious consideration the siudy
and possibility of rebuilding the coastwise and

| intercoastal runs, not only for economic reasons
but certainly from the national defense stand-

| i

point. There are many reasons advanced why
these runs have not been built back up again
to their normal strength. We believe that it is,

& and should be, the duty of the Maritime Commis-

sion to make it their first order of bu“iness to

| see that shipping in the coastwise and intercoast-
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connection. As a matter of fact, it has proved
through its various actions that it is unqualified
and incapable of carrying out the duties as out-
lined in the Merchant Marine Act of 1936,

There are certain matters that your Commit-
tee should look into and rectify; for instance,
the discriminatory rates allowed the railroads
on the Coast by the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission. In other words, the LC.C. allows rates
on the Coast between the coastwise states which
are very low, and as a result it is impossible in
many instances for steamship operators to com-
pete with the railroads, which in the overall
picture are losing money on the rates approved
by the I.C.C;; but in non-competitive trades they
are allowed rates which make up for what they
may lose on’'the coast in competitive trades; in
other words, the 1.C.C. is discriminating against
shipping in favor of the railroads. As a matter
of fact, it is a common belief and opinion among
people in the know that the I.C.C. is controlled
by the railroads.

There are other things which come into the
picture, such as the high tolls through the Canal
Zone. Also, on the coastwise run all the ships
that were fitted for that particular service prior
to the war have now disappeared because most
of them have been sunk or junked as a result
of the War. Consequently, there are no ships
fitted for these runs and the Maritime Commis-
sion has not seen fit to develop plans encourag-
ing the building of ships for the coastwise run,
particularly types of ships which would fit the
run economically and also ships that could be
used in a national emergency. On this subject,
your Committee certainly should come in with
certain strong recommendations and a policy
rehabilitating the coastwise run.

In the intercoastal run certain types of ships
were specifically designed for the intercoastal
run; namely, the C-4's. However, evidently these
ships cannot be sold because the price is too
high, so the shipowners say. If the intercoastal
run could be reestablished, we take the position
that if the price set by the Ships Sales Act is
too big for companies to buy ships, then some
adjustment should be made on the prices. We
feel that a bunch of ships tied up in various
creeks, rivers and bays in the United States lying
year in and year out idle and decaying is only
an expense and burden to the United States
Government, and if there was assurance that
these ships could be put in the run under the
American flag, they should be taken out of these
bays and- rivers, where they are now laid up,
and sold even if the price has to be cut, because
in the final analysis they will be sold for junk
anyway. We do not want the United States Gov-
ernment to refund the purchase price which
the shipowners paid under the Ships Sales Act.
We know many of the operators are going to

scream and be opposed to such action, claiming
that it will be discriminatory  to reduce the
price on these vessels after they had brought
them at a higher price at an earlier date. How-
ever, your Committee should ‘not pay any at-
tention to this because the people who bought
ships under the Ships Sales Act, when it was
first passed by Congress, have made plenty of
money because when the Ships Sales Act first
was established and ships were sold, the charter

i
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have more than made up for the high prices they

. might think they have paid for these vessels,

Conditions have rmow changed. Shipping is
tough; the charter market is tough; competition
with foreign-flag ships is tough. Now is the time
to change the policy on the Ships Sales Act.

IV—Ships Charters

We recommend to your Committee, and we
doubt that legislation will be adopted in the
very near future to relieve the situation dealing
with the American Merchant Marine, that the
charter provision of the Ships Sales Act be ex-
tended for another year, or until such time as
a definite program has been established for the
American Merchant Marine.

If this is not done, we are afraid that many
ships which are now chartered will be laid up
and no ships will be taking their place, particu-
larly in the intercoastal run, which doesn't make
sense, It will mean more unemployment among
American seamen and less ships under the
American flag; also more unemployment benefits
to be paid out by the various States to the sea-
men. These Government ships will be put up

the creeks in the laid-up fleet to rust away and
at a later date possibly be sold for junk, so that
is why we suggest that your Committee recom-
mend to Congress that it extend the charter
provision for another year.

V—Subsidies

We further recommend to the Committee {hat
American ships that are’ willing to go into a
competitive trade, even if there is already one
American company operating in the trade, should
be allowed subsidies.

The present subsidy set up under rule: estab-
lished by the Maritime Commission practically
amounts to a monopoly, and in the long run
costs the United States taxpayers money. If
other companies could be granted subsidigs in
these various routes, it would in the final analy-
sis establish keen competition and after a period
of time would eliminate the dead-heads out of
the industry who are now traveling strictly on .
the United States Government taxpayers' money
in the form of subsidies. :

Furthermore, it is a well known fact that
practically every nation in the world is sub-
sidizing its ships running in foreign competitive
trades in one form or another. Why the United
States should be o backward in granting sub-
sidiés to shipping companies is hard to under-
stand when it is subsidizing everything from
potatoes to railroads through grants of land,
which is practically a steal. :

These are only a few things that we would
like to have inserted in the record. No doubt
you have thousands of pages of tfestimony on
these various subjects, so we feel that you could
well find a place for our comments and possibly
read them.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry Lundeberg, President
SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL 3
"UNION OF NORTH AMERICA,
and Secretary-Treasurer, G
SAILORS UNION OF THE
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Gitizens Only

Tag On Jobs

Irks Baltimore Seafarers

The letter below, signed by three Brcthers in the Port
of Baltimore. was received by Headquarters fhis week. Fol-
lowing this communication is Headquarters’ explanation.

This is a considered protest
on the part of loyal SIU book-
members and permitholders, who
are aliens, of a condition exist-
ing at this Hall, and a request
that it be investigated.

For the past several months,
every job in the Hall has been
posted for “citizens only." This,
of courge, means that alien SIU
seamen do not have their fair
chance, based on registration
date for jobs coming into the
Hall, aboard ships whose alien
quotas are not full

In our opinion, this policy is
undemocratic and discriminatory,
& violation of the Constitution
and By-Laws of our Union,
~Many of us are sincerely try-
ing to secure our citizenship in
this country under the provisions
of the Merchant Seamen's Act—
a course of action constantly
urged upon its alien members
by the SIU,

LACK FEW MONTHS

Although many of us neéd
only a few months more time
on United States ship’s articles
in order to secure our papers,
we find it impossible to secure
a job here because of this “citi-
zen only” policy.

We are also disturbed by the
knowledge that the privilege of
sailing United States ships, and
50 securing our citizenship here,
may be repealed by Congress
during its next session.

Many of us served in the mer-
chant marine during the war;
we have actively supported the
Union in all its objectives and
participated in all strikes since
joining; we are paid up mem-
bers as of the termination of
our last voyage.

Those of us who do not hold
the oldest cards in the Hall for
our respective jobs have mostly
had to re-register —and while
we wait for the ship we can be
assigned to, our families are
going hungry,

Also, many of us are on parole
from warrants jssued in depor-
tation proceedings—having to re-
port once a week to the Immi-

Searation Service and also having

had to give into their possession
our Seaman’s Certificates or
passports.

CAN'T WORK ASHORE

Until we get a ship, we have
no way to secure the funds
with which to fight these depor-
tation proceedings, for we are
not allowed to work ashore.

We do not feel that the com-
panies are behind this aslien re-
striction, for ships aboard which
we have sailed have crewed up
out of this Hall; and, as in
some caseés one or more aliens
got off, the alien guota for such
a vessel could not have been
full—yet these jobs too were all
posted as ‘“citizen only."

We would like to know if this
is the official policy of the SIU;
for if it is, we should be so0 in-
{formed, in order to try to secure
o berth sboard ships of foreign
registration before we are de-
ported.

We ‘are glad to share the ups
and downs of shippmg with all
ther  memb but we
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do feel that, as loyai Union mem-
bers, we are entitled to our fair

chance at the jobs that come

into the Hall from ships whose
alien quotas are not full,

In view of these facts, we re-
spectfully request that you in-
form us of the official SIU policy
with, regard to jobs for its alien
members; and, if this discrimina-
tion over and above the Federal
regulations and our Union con-
tracts with the operators is
against our Union Constitution,
By-Laws and principles, as we
firmly believe it to be, we would
appreciate your investigating and
correcting this situation in the
Baltimore Hall

The laws of our country have
made specific restrictions as to
the number of alien seamen al-
lowed within crews of American-
flag ships. The Merchant Marine
Act of 1938 almost completely
excluded alien seamen from
service on American ships, but
during World War II the law
was waived and aliens were
allowed aboard American ships
up to fifty. percent.

It was not too long follcwing
the War that the alien quota
was reduced, and the Union saw
that the alien membership would
find itself in an untenable posi-
tion unless specific safeguafds
were made, The SIU at that
time established the policy that
is its guidepost today.

POLICY AIDED ALIENS

Admission to the Union was
closely regulated to prevent an
overloading of the Union in re-
lation to the number of Jobs
available under contract. This
protected citizen and non-citizén
alike,

The SIU strongly encouraged
its alien members to secure visas,
which would allow them to ship
aboard coastwise ships and free
them from the 29-day rule.

Aliens who had sufficient sea-
time were aided in obtaining
their cltizenship. The SIU also
took a stern stand toward those
aliens who had sufficient sea-
time, but hadn't taken the neces-
sary steps toward citizenship.

Thus the SIU policy was one
of continually working toward
citizenship for the alien mem-
bers to give thém the shipping
privileges enjoyed by citizens,
and at the same time reduce the
number of aliens competing for
the jobs available to them.

The Union also worked to aid
its alien members in another
direction. Representatives of the
SIU worked diligently in Wash-
ington for extension of the crew
waiver on aliens, and pressed
the government for amendments
to the law which would allow
men with three years’ seatime
to become citizens.

The fact that the waiver is
still in effect five years after the
war can properly be credited to
the SIU and other maritime la-
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Union -in the Port of Baltimere, requesting a statement of SIU pelicy

“with regard to jobs for its alien members.” These men, W. A. Ebanks,
Pedro J. Villofanay and Lambert O. Gafoon are gravely concerned over
their status in face of growing difficulties faced by alien seamen as a
result of retrenchment in the maritime industry.

Published with their Ietter of inquiry on this page is a stafement
from Headguarters, appraising the alien seamen situation and reaffirm-

ing the SIU’s firm pelicy in behalf of alien members, adopted long be-
fore the present difficulties arose.

The problem of the alien seamen today is an outgrowth of increas-
ing governmental resfrictions, inclading a toughening up by Immigra-
tion authorities. The shipowners have found these restrictions costly
and, eonsequently, are anxious to avoid hiring aliens.

Despite the shipowners’ position, the SIU has continued to press
for full protection for its alien members, and will continue to do so.
The Union will keep on sending its members to jobs through the rotary
sluppmg system. As pointed out on this page, the Union is not inter-
ested in a man’s national background; it is only interested in whether
or not he is a member in good standing, and eligible for the job.

In view of the importance of the alien problem, it is extremely ad-
visable that all members—citizens as well as aliens—read the contents
of this page carefully, so that all hands will have a full and clear un-

derqtanding of what is

bor organifations, No other

ooy, » AP

involved.

groups showed any interest in
helping alien searmen.

The SIU’s handling of the
problem was, and is, as effective
and as forward looking as is
possible under the conditions
which exist in this -industry,

On the other side of the SIU's
policy is the position taken by
the shipowners, who are far from
anxious to see aliens serve on
their ships. With them ii's a
dollars-and-eents proposition —
aliens can cost them money.

The Immigration authorities
have several times demanded
that companies post $1,000 bond
in behalf of each alien crew-
member, and there have been
occasions where the bond was
forfeited.

In addition, should an alien
get into trouble ashore and he
picked up by the police, he must
be kept aboard ship under guard
(at company expense),

If he 15 returned to Ellis Is-
land for deportatiopn, he must
be accompanied by a guard (at
company expense) and be given
room and board {(at company
expense) on Ellis Island until
his case is disposed of.

Companies have also {found
themselves involved in minor in-
ternational incidents, such as the
time an alien seaman was to
be deported and the country of
his birth refused to take him.
Ndébody wanted him, yet he
couldn't stay in this country. The
case cost the company consider-
able mouney, and made them
acutely sensitive about hiring ad-
ditional aliens.

The attitude of the companies
s, of course, not our worry, I
a job can be legally filled by an
alien member, the Union will
send him to the job; the ctom-
pany cannot reject him for this
reason,

The {rue difficulty for szliens
thus lies mostly in the practices
of the shipowners, But, strange
as it seems, the aliens themselves
confribute to the acuteness bf
the situation.

The shipowners, when calling
in jobs to the Dispatcher, offens
state that the jobs are to be
filled by citizens only when
berths are avaiiable to aliens.
The Dispatehiér is not in a posi-
tion to know the situation on

the ship and must take the fom-
pany’s word, although he will
attempt -to learn if any of the
men leaving the ship are aliens,

If there is a strong doubt in
the Dispateher’s mir = the Union
makes every attempt to check
the ship and learn the true sit-
uation,

Many times the Dispatcher has
foreed the company fo take
aliens, when it was found that
the quota was not filled. How-
ever, the SIU is not in a posi-
tion fo maintain a check on every
ship but, almest without excep-
tion, the ships sail with a full
guofa of aliens aboard.

The aliens contribufe to the
lack of job vacancies on fhe
ships by staying aboard indefi-
nitely, Today it is rare for an
alien once he is on a ship to
leave. The record shows that
aliens are staying aboard in
larger percentages than the ci-
tizen members. If the alien sea-
men would get off, they would
help the other aliens by provid-
ing at least a moderate job turn-
over '

Alien members who question
the Union's policy on its non-

ecitizens fail to consider the
Union’s record in their behalf
which is, bevond a doubt, the
best on America’s waterfront,

BEST JOB CHANCES

The alien members of the
SiU have the largest percentage
of jobs availgble to them in the
industry; the percentage of SIU
alien members obtaining citizen-
ship is the highest in the indus-
try, and the chances of an alien
obtaining sufficient time for ci-
tizenship are greatest within
this Union,

Anyone¢ questioning this need
only look at what is happening
in. ether unions teday. There,
hundreds, thousands of alien
seamen are on the beach waiting
for ships: Their chances of ob-
taining sufficient seatime for ci-
tizenship are miserably small,

In our Union, no alien has
been deported for exceeding his
time ashore. Thé men who have
been deported—and they are but
a handful—were sent from the
country for being undesirable as
citizens, having run afoul of the
law In someé manner,

The sentiment of the men in

;
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Union Always s Led Fight For Alien Members

the SIU is to maintain a strong
bond of brotherhood, to main-:
tain and improve the working®

and living conditions on the -

ships, If a man is a native of
a féreign country, it is not im-
portant. What is important is
that he be a good union man.

The SIU has protected its alien
membership in keeping the jobs-
available at a high level; the
SIU has aided aliens toward se-
curing visas and citizenship pa-
pers; the SIU has checked the
ships and made the companies
take men when it was found.
the ships’ quotas were not full;-
the SIU has campaigned in
Washingrton for extension of
alien waivers, and revision of
the seatime requirement for citi-
zenship; and on many occasions
the SIU has interceded in the
behalf of an alien facing depor-
tation. This the SIU has done
and will continue to do as long

as there is an alien in the ranks-

of the SIU.

Alien wmembers who believe

{they have a grievance over the
| filling of jobs should: take their
probléms to the Dispatcher im--

mediately for investigation. The
dispute should be ironed out in

|th¢= port where it occurs, when
| it occurs,

The Union has full provisions
for
their grievances, If the matter
is nolt settled satisfactorily, the
men involved may present their
problem to the Branch member-
ship in a regular bi-weekly
meeting.

The SIU wants to see its policy
adhered to. There j& no reason
for any member or official to
act contrary to the policy, as
the purpose of the Union, first
and last, is to send its members
to jobs through the rotary ship-
ping system, with regard to only
a man’s time ashore and quali-
fications to perform his job.

The SIU iz an International
Union, both in operation and
membership. Any restrictions on
the activities of its alien mem-
bers are those imposed by the
government alone, The men of
the SIU are bound together in a
group which is not concerned
with national origin oc ausikesud
boundaries, but only in a great-
er Brotherhood of the Sea.

B o

Headquarters has received a letter from three alien me?nbers of the
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' ' Alcoa RoamersSmother

| Pegasus Nine, 31 To 5

The heavy-hitting baseball squad of the SS Alcoal!
i Roamer continued to ride roughshod ovér all opposition, |2
knocking over the Alcoa Pegasus nine, 31 to 5, at the

Trinidad Naval Base field on March 4.

Fresh from two successive vic-?

fories over Paramaribo Pirates,
* the Roamer boys belted the of-
. ferings of Pegasus pitchers Wold

# and Cosby for a total of 20 hits

- until the one-zsided fray was call-
ed off at the end of the sixth
inning.
LOPSIDED WINS
In games played at Paramari-
bo, Dutch Guiana, on Feb, 25

and 26, the Roamers routed the
Pirates by scores of 23 to 2 and

s 25 to 8.
' Sparkplugs of the Roamer's -

offensive against the Pegasus
team were Big Joe Neveragkus,
who had a perfect day at bat
with four hits including a power-
ful home run into the deep left
fleld bleachers in the third frame,
and Webb, who got on safely
four times out of six trips to the
plate.

MeclInis of the victors also hit
a round tripper, a mighty smash
which cleared the left center
field wall in the fourth.

For the Roamers, McInis shar-
ed the pitching assignment with
Whithers. They held the Pegasus
sguad ‘to seven hits.

PEGASUS STARS

Wold, Cosby and Simms, on
the mound {for Pegasus, were
unable to silence the booming
bats of the Roamers, although
they were hampered by spotty
§ fielding by their teammates,
®  who made a total of six costly
fumbles. The Roamers defensive
play was marred by a single
erTor.

The Roamers effective defenses
were sparked by Clarence (Flash)
Owens, who alternated in right
field with Dyer. Owens cut down
geveral long drives deep in right
field territory., He was equally
fleet-footed on the base paths,
*stealing bags almost at will,

The Alcoa Roamer's amazing
hitting power has filled Manager
McInis with reckless pride.
Shortly after his boys had drub-
bed the Pegasus outfit, Mac an-
nounced that arrangements were
afoot to schedule games with
the New Orleans Pelicans and
the Mobile Bears of the Southern
Association.

He's even trying to contact
Manager Leo Durocher for a
game with the New York Giants
before they return north for the
opening of the 1950 big league
scasor.z.

Fleet-Footed

Clarence (Flash) Owens,
whose defensive play and base-
running are among the rea-
sons for the impressive siring
of wins racked up by the Alcoa

Roamers' bu}oblll team,

Fire Razes Member’s Home;
Wife, 8 Children Destitute

A raging blaze which levelled the home of Seafarer
Daniel Rose in Harkers Island, North Carolina, on March
4 has left his wife and eight children homeless, the LOG

learned this week.

The fire, caused by a short-
circuit in the wiring, was fan-
ned by a strong wind and quick-
ly spread through the large
frame dwelling. In less than half
an hour the house was a charred
ruin. Only & few possessions
were gaved.

Brother Rose was at sea at
the time of the accident, but
left his ship in Panama and flew
back to rejoin his family.

The News-Times of Beaufort,
a neighboring town, initiated a
drive to aid the Rose family in
getting reseitled.. The newspaper
is soliciting food, clothing, furni-
ture and cash and asks that all
donations be sent to the News-
Times, Beaufort, North Carolina.

In addition to the aid given
by the News-Times, the Sea-
farers in the port of New Or-
leans responded to Brother
Rose’s predicament by taking up
a collection, as did Norfolk men,

T

Rose reported in a letter to
SIU headquarters that his family
is having difficulty in finding a
place to live in Harkers Island
as there are no homes for rent.
In the meantime his family is
staying with his wife’s mother.

8551 | sailing craft

: Jackson responded

;-

he reported, while enroute to
Korea, arrived in the nick of
time to snatch from digaster nine
men on a sinking, storm-battered

The Stonewall Jackson was

| plowing the waters off Korea on
+ | March 11, Palmer reported, when
© | crewmembers sighted the sinking
~ | ship with its crewmembers stand-

ing on deck in waist-deep water
waving frantically for help. The
immediately
and swung around in a tight
circle. Drawing up next to the
boat, the crew members were
quickly pulled up over the side,
the last man clutching a. line
just as the boat made her final
plunge to the bottom.

The hair-raising escape mo-
mentarily stunned the seamen,
who were bustled into the ship's
hospital and bedded down. After
a hot meal the men recovered
completely and were given cig-
arettes and clothing.

FUNDS RAISED

the men were disturbed by the
loss of their ship and personal
belongings, took up a collection
which was presénted to the men
when they were put ashore in
Fusan later in the day.

Palmer stated in his report

that the Korean seamen were

The Jackson men, sensing thatl

SIU Crew Saves Nine
lIn Dramatic Rescue

- A thrilling sea rescue embodying all the suspense of
a dime thriller was reported to the LOG this week by

gerry Palmer, Ship’s Delegate of the Waterman vessel
tonewall Jackson. The Jackson,®

deeply moved by the aid given
them, and the next day returned
to the ship to present Captain
William Harvey with a Korean
smoking pipe as a token of the)r
gratitude,

The Jackson at the time of ‘the
accident was enroute -to Korea
with an ECA cargo of fertilizer
from New Orleans.

With the rescue behind them,
the crew turned to matters
which could eventually spell
trouble to them as members of
the SIU: the threatened loss of
thé hiring hall. Enroute to Hon-
olulu the crew gathered in a
special meeting and adopted a
resolution calling upon ‘the SIU
to carry the hiring hall message
to seamen, other unions, Congress
and the public, calling for their
support to keep hiring halls as
they are now operated.

The crew also called upon the
branches of the SIU to bring
to the attention of the member-
ship the immediacy -of the hir-
ing hall issue and the import-
ance of mobilizing to follow the
SIU’s policy, unhampered by dis-
sension.

Sparking the crew as dele-
gates, in addition to Jerry Pal-
mer, are: Bob High, Deck; Frank
B. Williams, Engine; A. M. Will-
iamson, Stewards.

Meredith Victory Crewmember Lost At Sea

The otherwise smooth voyage
of the SS Meredith Victory,
which paid off in New York on
March 21, was marred by the
disappearance of a crewmember
at séa on Feb. 24, the LOG
learned this week.

According to Seafarer Frank
Gustav, Wiper aboard the Isth-
mian ship, the missing man was
Chester East, a FWT. East was
a member of the SUP who
signed on the ship on the West
Coast.

East's

absence was noticed
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about two days out of Honolulu
when he failed to show up for
his watch at 8 PM. The Oiler
reported the fact to the Chief
Engineer and when a search of
East's quarters proved unavail-
ing, the Skipper ordered the
vessel turned around.

The area was combed for sev-
eral hours. Gustave said the
seas were “fairly rough,” and
that "“a good swimmer couldn't
have lasted more than 10 min-
utes in the water.,”

The Meredith trip which be-
gan in New York on Nov. 15,
included calls at Haifa, Tel Aviv,
Penang and Singapore.

“It was a good trip,”" Gustav
reported. “There were no per-
formers, 20 we had no trouble,
A first-rate crew makes any trip
a pleasure.”

Joe Nunan (loft) and Frank
Gusiav, Wipers, who were
aboard the Meredith Victosy
on a recent trip.

SS Hurricane

Hits Shoal

In Fog Off Fire Island, NY

‘NEW YORK, April 6—The SIU-manned Waterman
freighter Hurricane was caught on a sand bar off Fire

Island last night as she was
Harbor in heavy fog.

Attempts to pgot tow lines
aboard were stymied by high
winds and heavy seas, but the
vessel was. reported in no im-
mediate danger of cracking up.
Two tugs were standing by the
crippled “ghip until the weather

fabates sulliciently, for xeﬂoaun&
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creeping toward New York

The Hurricane was inbound
from Hamburg, Bremen, Rotter-
dam and Leith, with general
cargo, 13 passengers and a crew
of 18.

Water has been. pumped -
the Hurricane's . double-bottom
rwnh to. peevant her: rolnmmm i
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Digested Mmutes of SiU SInp Meetings

ALCOA CORSAIR, Jan, 15—
W. Higgs, Chairman; J. Roberts,
Secretary. All delegates reports

. were accepted. Motions carried

to rent six moving pictures for
use on each trip and money to
be raised by popular subscrip-
tion. Noisy heating system to be
reported to the Union Hall, Mo-
tion “carried to instruct Ship's
Delegate to visit Brothers in
Marine Hospital and to present
them with gifts from ‘crew. No-
tice of dues and assessments due
given all hands. One minute of
gilence in memory of deceased
Union members, Meeting ad-
Journed at 3:10 PM, with 71
members present.

L
PETROLITE, Jan. 22 — Lester

‘Clark, Chairman: H. M. Rosen-
. tiel, Secretary. Ship'd Delegate
" J. Bourgeois saw Captain about

painting crew's messroom and
has another meeting ‘scheduled.
Delegates reported no beefs -in
their departments. Motion carried
to call attention of Secretary-
Treasurer to fact that American
consul at Marseilles permits hir-
ing of aliens when there are
Americans on the beach. Dis-
cussion on launch service at
Tripoli where shore leave was
permitted, but no launch was
ayailable. Suggested that library
bé exchanged with that of an-
ther American ship in Port

Bouc. One minute of silence
in memory of departed Union
Brothers.

CUBORE, Jan. 22 —-W.
Fields, Chairman: W. A. House,
Secretary. Delegates reported
that there were no beefs in any
of the departments. Motion car-
ried for .delegates to prepare
list of replacements to be given
to Patrolman—this is to makes
sure that ship calls Hall for men.
fembers asked to remove dirty
gloves whenever using hand rail
because of the clean paint.
Chairman Fields explained the
purpose of holding shipboard
meetings and of the need for
Union rules and regulations,

¥ 3 4

SOUTHSTAR, Jan. 6—James
Stewart, Chairman; Louis Mey-
ers, Secretary, All Delegates re-
ported everything nkay, Report-
ed that washing .oachine had
been repaired. Notice to be post-
ed in laundry room explaining
proper way in which to wuse
washing machine; anyone with
doubts is to ask., Suggestion

made to aid former crewmember
and Union Brother who has to
return to Genoa. Water hose to
be run out on deck for use of
stevedores in foreign ports, as
means of keeping unauthorized
persons out of the passageways.

3 & 2

MICHAEL, Jan. 29 — John
Nagler, Chairman: Ronaid
Thompson, Secretary. Delegates
reported, Motion carried that
each crewmember clean up mess-
hall after using it; amended to
read that last man on standby
clean up for-the oncoming watch,
New crewmembers were inform-
ed that library contains SIU lit-
erature, A beef raised over the
amount of ice cream and fruit
given out. Steward asked men
to be careful of the linen. Ship's
Delegate is to get in touch with
American Merchant Marine Li-
brary Association for a new li-
brary. Crew informed that lum-
ber was being obtained to build
benches outside on deck,
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SANTA CLARA VICTORY,
Feb. 2—R. Peck, Chairman: E.
McCambridge, Secrefary. Ship's
Delegate discussed ways of
leaving a clean ship at payoff
time for benefit of oncoming
crewmen. Department delegates
reported all okay, except for
some disputed overtime in deck
and stewards gangs. Under Edu-
cation, Ship's Delegate read his-

tory of SIU and the Internation- .

al. Under Good and Weifare,
crewmembers said they felt that
Agent or Patrolman should speak
to officers about the latter's
threats to yank books and fire
men.

¥ 303
ELLY, Jan. 8—Arthur Kaval,

Chairman: Walter Husson, Secre-
fary. Ship's Delegate announced
that Master was under medical
care and recommended that he
not be disturbed during his ill
ness. Engine Delegate reported
that $38.50 is in ship’s fund. Mo-
tion carried to thank Ship's Dele-
gate and Engine Delegate for
efforts in purchasing magazines,

Brother Assures SIU Men

Of Good Deal

Seafarer Blackie Coiro i now
working for the Patio Cafe in
Brooklyn where, he assures us,
all SIU members will get a
gquare deal, ’

Blackie says the Patio’s wel-
come mat, is always out for
SIU men and he asked all hands
on the beach in New York to
pay the place a visit.

Prices are among the most
reasonable in town, there is con-
tinuous entertainment and the
atmosphere is definitely friendly.
Brother Coiro says that the go-
ings-on during Amateur Night,

" which takes place every Sun-

day, are a lot of extra fun.
‘The Patio gives winners of
the amateur contests cash prizes

~and ‘the event is open to all

strumy Prodpect Park or Parkside Ave.

At The Patio

cal instrument, dance, or just
ad lib with the gags, you're eli-
gible to take part.

Brother Coiro, who sails as a
Cook, says that Harry and Nat,
owners of the Patio, are a
couple of “good Joes who will
always give seamen a decent
deal.”

The Patio has a ball team,
too, and Blackie suggests that
SIU crews that have teams and
want to play should get in touch
with him. The Patios can ar-
range to get a park for all games.

The Patio Cafe is located at
630 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn.
Blackie says the best way to
get there from Manhattan is by
BMT subway. Take the Brighton
Line train and get off at either

.jegate and one

hand iron and games. Marjan
Reinke elected Deck Delegate.
Under Education, it was resolved
that, any man on this ship who
holds his book over permitman’s
head shall be referred to Head-
quarters for action. All agreed
to cooperate in keeping rec hall
clean at all times, and to do
utmost to be good Union Bro-
thers throughout voyage. Ship's
Delegate Swayne reported that
wjth one exception all officers
were cooperating fully with
crew.

¥ 32
SUZANNE, Jan. 28—T. Osta-

zeski, Chairman; L. Kane, Sec-
retary. No beefs to report. Motion
carried unanimously that all
Communists and Trotskyites be
brought up on charges and ex-
pelled from Union. Brother E.
Corum was elected Ship's Dele-
gate; department delegates were
reelected. Discussion on SIU bul-
letin regarding Trotskyites and
Communists, Suggested that each
crewmember take' active inter-
est in shipboard meetings and
that chairman and secretary’s
jobs be rotated. Ship's Delegate
to contact AMMLA for new li-
brary.
¥ ¥ 3

WAR HAWK, Feb. 2—E. Wal-
ker, Chairman: H. Starling, Sec-
retary. Ship's Delegate reported
everything . running smoothly.
Department delegates reported as
follows: one hour disputed over-
time in the Deck Gang, few
hours in Black Gang and none
in Stewards other than for de-
layed sailing in Venice. Motion
carried unanimously to oust all
commies and Trotskyites from
Union. Suggested that Ship’s
Delegate see Patrolman regard-
ing launch service in Genoa.
Discussed March of Dimes drive,
with members in favor of do-
nating to cause. .

JOHN HANSON, Feb, 5 — Ed-
win Westphal, Chairman; R. P,
Hannlgan, Secretary. Ship's Del-
egate said that he would check

upon arrival in New York to get|

overtime disputes straightened
out, Deck Delegate reported 150
hours disputed; Engine, 150, and
Stewards, 64. Motion carried to
have ship fumigated before next
trip. Crew backs Steward in his
attempts to have his requisition
filled. Three copies to be made
s0 that one can be given-to Del-
to Patrolman.
Need for clarifieation of working
rules discussed. Delegate to see
Patrolman to inform him about
conditions on this trip, also to
see about getting the First As-
‘| sistant straightened out.
P & 3

NATHANIEL B. PALMER.
Feb., 5— Paul Whitlow, Chair-
man; V. Szymanski, Secretary.
Carmel G. Inman elected Ship’s
Delegate. No beefs in any of the
departments, Suggested by chair
that one topic be designated for
discussion under Education at
each meeting, beginning with
next session. Each department to
take turns at cleaning recreation
room; schedule to be posted on
board. All hands reminded- that
if they have a beef they should
speak with department delegates
first" and not go direct to de-
paitment hoad. Noise to be kept
at & minimum so weatchstanders

| can - get some- sleep.
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WHE PREL IMINARY PiIScpes-
ION PERICD ON COM =~
PULSORY VACATIONS HAS
ENDED , AT ITS NEXT
BRANCH MEETING EACH
PORT WILL ELECT A COM-
MITTEE TO DRAW UP A
RESOLUTION IN LINE WiTH
THE QVERALL VIEWPOINT OF
RT MEMBERSHIP , THESE WILL BE
BOILED DOWN BY A HEADRUARTERS
COMMITTEE FOR SUBMISSION TO A REF -
ERENDUM VOTE UP AND DOWN THE COAST.
1IF YOU HAVE ANY OPINION ON THIS MATTER
PUT YOUR PROPOSAL ON PAPER. AND SUB-
MIT IT TO THE PORT COMMITTEE FOR
CONSIDERATION .

UT and RUN

by Hank

As far as most jobs are concerned shipping here in New York
is lukewarm—steady but slow on the bell. Of course, what's
always hot are those tanker jobs and many a man beached for
scme time has shot out of port practically broke but plenty happy.
Speaking of jobs—and the system of security for those jobs in
these days of extreme maritime unemployvment—reminds the SIU
membership that the battle of the Hiring Hall is still going on—
and this is a serious responsibility of every SIU Brother, Not only
are the Brothers protecting the SIU at all times but they are
continuing the good old SIU spirit of helping out other unions in
their legitimate beefs—beefs created by that monstrosity of a law
called the Taft-Hartléy Act . . . Next month in the May issue of
“Liberty" magazine is a story about Samuel Gompers, the great
AFL leader. It should help all oldtimers and young timers in
fully understanding the general histoyy of this leader and the
growth and battles of the AFL.

Y £4 3

Eddie Nooney is in New York right now keeping himself
busy playing shuffleboard every now and then . . . Walter
Reidy. the Steward, is now aboard the SS Black Eagle making
a steady European run . . . Walter Gardner is now a matri-
monial man—so here’s wishing him mucho happinesse and
congratulations . , . Plenly of Seafarers and their families
throughout the boroughs of New York listened anxiously fo the
SIU broadcast on the importance of saving our Hiring Hall
over radio station WEVD . John Chaker is a proud daddy.
It's a boy, 8 pounds, 13 ounces, born on the good day of
March 31—just beating out April Fool's day.

£ £ 7
One of the best Brothers we have talked with is Bill Rowe,
happily vovaging on the Steel Mariner now on the Far East run.
His brother, Harry Rowe, 15 also happily tripping on the same
run aboard the SS Steel Admiral. (Brothers, it's easy to see that
these runs are the best in the SIU after the tough organizing of
Isthmian and bringing those ships into the SIU fieet.)) Getting back
to Bill, we'd like to mention the swell way Bill ran around New
York and finally getting that DC washing machine for the ship
cut of dough chipped in by the crew to keep everything happy
and shipshape aboard ship. It's sure a lot of things—the big and
small—which makes every SIU ship a good ship and a clean
skip . . . Educational meetings here in New York, 2s in other
ports, is for the full benefit of the membership.
2 4 £
The SEAFARERS LOG will be sailing free of cost 1o the
homes of the following Brothers: Ralph Dunsmoor of Massa-
chusetts, Peter Naujalis of New York, Martin Sierra of New
York, Andrew Buscarello of New York. Nick Swokla of Connec-
ticut, Stanley Brown of New York, Ralph Groseclose of Vir-
ginia ., . . Brother Fred Paul is in New York right now .
Andy Havrilla shipped out last week . . . Here is a flash item
—about one of the Brothers here in New York who is in the
current movie in New York called “Cargo to Capetown,” with
Broderick Crawford. Brother John Harvey, who has been help-
ing out for many weeks,. especially in helpiag another union
on sirike, told us how he acted as a Messman aboard a Pana-
manian tanker which was chartered for the movie out on the
West Coast. Imagine a Seafarer actiag for the moviés as a
merchant séaman, giving the millions of landlubbers through-
out the pation the impressi-n that merchant seamen live a life
of easy work and grand -ivontur soever thoy go We
wonder if thiz movie is thet distorted? ;
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Honduran Sea Union Called Rig
For Covering Runaway Operators

fo the Editor:

Most of you will recall that
last year there was supposed to
have been a world-wide boycott
of ships under Panamanian and
Honduwrsn flags as a protest
against their use to escape high-
‘or wages and safety standards
of other maritime nations.

I do not know all the facts as
. to why the boycott was not put
" into effect, but when I was in
B . ‘Honduras, recently, accompany-
" ing my wife, who is a lawyer
! and a native of Honduras, on a
. tour of that nation’s major cities,
= I was informed that it had been
i put off because the seamen of

. these  countries had . organized
i themselves into a “union.” (The
.~ Boycott was posiponed upon re-
. guest of the Panamanian Gov-
etnment, which asked for time
20 onuact legislation that would
bring its wages and shipboard
conditions closer 1o the siand-
" ards in effect throughout the
 world. —Ed)
I et out to learn everything 1
could about the “union" and
found it was very easy to learn

gbout it as there is very
liftle to it. It is simply the old
“Yerimp” racket with a new
wrinkle.

& ANTI-UNION DEAL

When the United Fruit Com-

ny went into Honduras years
ﬂgo it i¢ my understanding that
@ deal was made with the gov-
ernmment whereby the company
would furnish employment to
the people of Honduras. In re-
3urn the government was to pro-
tect the company against labor
organizations by making them
ﬁlegal.

That law has been rigidly en-
forced by the Honduran govern-
Jnent, which is in fact a police
state. The army controls every-
ghing and the police are regular
Army men, So you can see that
any labor union is impossible.

Some time ago the stevedores
walked off the job in the port
of Tela in protest against their
Tow wages and working condi-

= tions. They get 35 cents and

houars, with winch drivers re-
. Peilving 50 cents an hour, The
. United Fruit Company brought
“& in a trainload of®its plantation
* slaves to load the ships under
military guard, The general then
gave orders for the regular steve-
dores to return to work within
24 hours, or elge they would be
Younded up, and possibly wiped
out. Needless to say, they all re-
turned to work. All this hap-
pened only a few months ago.

UNION?

& The so-called Honduran Sea-
' men's Union is owned and con-

~trolled by one man, a certain
= Benor Cosencia, who is on the
| "p.ymn of: the United Fruit
- iGompany He also owns the larg-
 est and most expensive hotel in
M Corteéz, called the Cosen-
da Hotel,

The dues of this so-called un-

T\ _lqrn sre $1.00 & modth. Pvery

Cosencia’s outfit. The only com-
pany exempt from this racket
is the Standard Fruit Company,
which has a contract with the
NMU.

A seaman must find his own
employment at the company of-
fices or at the agents of the
many companies sailing Hon-
duran flag ships. I understand
that if a man is sent to a ship
by the so-called union, headed
by Cosencia, he must pay $25 for
the job.

The top wages of an able-
bodied seaman are $150 per
month and 80 cents an hour for
overtime, However, there is ne
overtime at sea, Sundays and
holidays are not overtime. A

ABs Can Turn
Gray, Too,
Bilson Claims

To the Editor:

My good friend Bill Champlin
writes about “Why Bosuns Get
Gray.” Although my hair is still
black, an AB can also turn gray.
I'll cite one quick way and I'm
sure I will be backed up by
many Brothers.

The Bosun will call a special
Deck Department meeting be-
fore the ship sails and tell the
gang to take orders from him
and him alone. He will run
things as he sees fit.

First day at sea our old pal,|
Mr. Mate, shows his ugly head
on deck and gives sailors a job
other than the one he is working
on. The sailor politely informs
him that he is taking orders
from the Bosun and continues
his work. The Mate runs for the
Bosun, and with a blank look
on his face the Bosun acts as if
he doesn't know why the AB
wouldn't do the little job the
Mate asked him to,

I guess you know who is left
high and dry, holding the well-
known bag for the rest of the
trip.

And by the way, let's get this
homesteading question to a vote,
Brothers. A year on a ship is
enough for any man.

Kirwan Bilson

Log-A-Rhythms

They say that I must take a v

(Now wherever the ladies are

(I'm offered four wecks with pay),
But I don’t know the inside of the Nation,
And I've long forgot how to play.

Since first she came out of the yard,
I've sailed the S5 DEL NORTE.

And you find things a little bit hard,
When you're getting a bit bald at !otty

I'm s8ill good for & bit of a sortie

Bosun gets about $140 per month.
Such a "union” i3 an insult
to the intelligence of any right-
thinking person. It is part of
the racket that is responsible for
50 many: thousands of American
seamen being on the beach to-
day, and if it isn’t stopped more
thousands of us will be on the
beach but fast and permanently,
Every time an American ship
comes into port and lays up, you
can almost be sure some ship
flying the flag of Panama or
Honduras is taking its place and
being opérated by the same
momnied interests which paid you
off and put you on the beach.
Let us hope that a thorough
investigation will be made by

.{our affiliated maritime unions

and the proper action taken to
effect a boycott to stop such
practices, before we all ind our-
selves beached until the next
war calls us out again to further
enrich the shipowner.

Loonard Mitchell, SUP

Amongthopcmmnburdthossﬁolsudouurmnt
voyage were the two sleek nags shown above, with their
attendants, neither of whom was identified. Maferial accom-

panying the photo didn't say,
were of racing stock and were
to Atgentina,

but it is believed the equines
eithor coming from or enroute

Gov’t Misses Boat In Training New Men
With Jobs Scarce For Old Hands: Brown

To the Editor:

I have just finishéd . reading
the article by John Bunker in
the Jan. 13 issue of the SEA-
FARERS LOG, entitled “Use of
Sailing Ships As Training Ves-
sels.” Giving all due respect to
the writer, I should like to com-
ment on his article,

I think the idea, although it
makes interesting reading, is
about 20 years too late and ra-
ther impractical todavy. As
Bunker says, marlinspike sea-
manship in the old sense, is not
so important today as it was 10.
or 20 years ago, even though it
must always be part of a sea-
man’s basic knowledge,

GONE FOREVER

There is no use kidding our-
selves, The old schooners are
gone forever. They  have no use
in modern shipping. We may as
well accept it and forget them
as far as using them in training
or shipping is concerned. They
are obsolete for either purpose,

Another thing: The govern-
ment isn't likely to drop its

S e ————

THAT VACATION ISSUE

by Thurston J. Lewis

=
But what is there fo do in Topeka,

Or Tulsa or Denver, say,

For a Bosun ot Deck Storekeeper,

Who don't savvy the landlubber’'s way?

How long would I be on thé beach,
How long could I keep up my weight,
When the galley’s out of my reach,

And I'm off in a dry-land siate?

"Ome year and get off,” they say,
“But g:i off you dumn wel! must.”
Shail I trade the tlean salt spray

acation

présént maritime schools, even
on a partial plan, to finance two
training ships when the cost of
operating thesé two ships, in-
cluding wages for thé trainees
and the regular crew, would be
tremendous.

Furtheérmore, let us assume
that the two training ships were
in operation. That would mean
that after six months'.training,
800 men a year would enter the
field in competition for berths
on ships.

Does Mr. Bunker realize that
the United States has an over-
supply of experienced séamen;
(not including =zliens) to last for
another 20 years, without putting
another 800 men a year into the
picture,

SUPPLY GREATER
Where, may I ask, are the
jobs for these men to come from?
Every Union hall in the coun-
fry today has more men than
there are jobs. We certainly do
not need any more manpower,
If we must have training
schools, the US Maritime Com-"d

mission schools st Sheépshead
Buy in New York and in Ala-
meéda, Calif, has classes open'
in practical seamanship. Also;”
the Sailors Unién of the Pacifie’
operates a similar séhodl in San’
Francisco for the benefit of its
hew members and affiliates,

1 sayt Lefs don't worry about'
training new men who want to
go to sea, let's concentrate on
keeping and acquiring jobs for
the experienced men we have
available teday.

Don D, Brown, SUP
55 Mission Dolores

Vacation Rule
Would Aid Job
Turnover, Say 15

To the Editor:

We, the undersigned, would
like to voice our opinion on the
length of time a crewmember
should be allowed on a ship,

After much thought on the
subject we think that one year
is sufficient. In that time any
man should have a fair amount
put aside. He is eligible for &
two weeks vacation which most
of otir companies give, He is also
eligible for unemployment com-
pensation if such a ruling is
passed by the membership,

We think that if stuch a rul-
ing is passed it will create a
large number of jobs immediate- -
ly and from then on a more’
gradual turnover than we now
have,

We would like to hear, thiough
the LOG, the opinion of more
of the Brothers on this subject
so that it ean be hrought to o
referendum ballot in the near’
juture,

At ihe Madam’s or the Florida Bar

sailing a Honduran ship
Though I AM a bit buld et forty.)

belong and pay dues {0 For dirty despicable dust?
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Vacation-Takers
Should Get Break,
Brother Contends

To the Editor:

Vacations should be taken by
the men entitled to them, other-
wise there is no use in having
vacations.

It may be possible to work
out the vacation by replacing a
man for one trip after he has
been aboard a single ship for one
year, If a man should be requir-
ed to get off the ship ‘after one
year, perhaps he could be com-
pensated in some way after his
vacation is over. Either of these
Ways could accomplish this:

1. Give the man a top priority
ghipping card.

2, Allow the man to be paid
out of the welfare fund from
the time his vacation is over
until he ships out again,

In this way a man can take

his vacation and will not lose
anything by doing so. And all
members, both single and mar-
ried, will benefit,

You can hardly expect men
to take vacations for two or
three weeks if it will cost them
two and a half months of pay
waiting for a ship after it is
all over.

On the welfare fund, I'd like
to suggest that sick benefits be
$50 weekly for thre months.
And if a pension is ever worked
out» that it go to all men with
20 years in the industry, re-
gardless of age., Men on retire-
ment should be allowed to work
ashore, if they wish.

Andrew H. Lavexzoli

THE SEAFAR
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OH, THAT GOLDEN CITY!

Things are mighty fine
gboard the S8 Golden City. say
the lads aboard the Waterman
freighter. Even “Sougee
Brown’s Boys.,” as. the photo
above is labelled, keep going
with smiles. “Scugee” Brown
is the Chief Mate and is so
named because hes “always has
his boys working with a sou-
gee bucket.”

In photo right is Seafarer
Bill Barth, the Golden City's
Night Cook and Baker, who,
when he’s not pounding out
pasiries for his shipmates,
doubles as the official ship's
photographer, Bill handles his
photos from start to finish,
processing the films and prints
right aboard the vessel.

Oldtimer Says Homesteading Threatens
Return To Pre-Union Shipboard Conditions

To the Editor:

Just finished reading the LOG
and I see that the homesteaders
gre up to their old tricks, 1
thought we were rid of them
years ayo.

They never did anything to
nizke conditions except run and
‘tell the Chief as soon as any-
one talked about unionism. They
were the " hardest men to or-
ganize, but now that others have
gotten the conditions for them,
they say the Union can't survive
without them,

They scream for
watches, As usual

the four
they are

thinking only of themselves.
What are they willing to do to
get those four watches? Would
they be willing to give up their
Sunday at sea overtime and take
@ cut in pay to make that pos-
sible? We all know the answer
to that.

NO DREAMER

The shipowner is no dreamer;
he keeps an eye on the profit
sheet at all times. That is busi-
ness with him. He loves the
company stiff because he knows
he can use him to tear down
the Union and conditions, It

GETTING SET FOR THE CONTRACT

Seafurer Bill Zarkas, now holding down nn AB's job on
S8 Puerto Rico, announces he will soon leave the ranks

|

worked in the past and, thinks
John Shipowner, it can work
again.

The homesteader says he is a
good Union man, but he wants
to marry a ship and hog it all
and let his Union Brother get
by as best he can. Don't let him
tell you he can't afford to get
off —that he has a family, The
average seaman is making more
than the average man working
ashore, which he should, so that
he can come ashore and have a
time of his own.

I have gone to sea for about
25 years and have belonged to
the SIU ever since it came into
existence and have seen the
homesteader operate in the past.

FUTURE AT STAKE

It doesn't matter greatly to
men of my age, but yvou young
fellows have a lot of years
ahead of you and if you don’t
tend to business you will go
back to times such a&s there were
before the Union.

I have seen them
what they were like, I would
rather starve than go back to
those days (when I practically
starved anyway).

"Even though you go to work
ashore, remember there is no
better job insurance than a re-
tired Union book and it costs
you - nothing. Tough thipping
isn't because of a shortage of
ships or a matter of too many
members, but just a matter of
too - many homesteaders. Remem-
ber thal when you vote on that
compulsory vacation clause.

C. G. Costlow
Book No, 10
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Te the Editor:

I am against compulsory va-
cations because I sincerely be-
lieve that such a rule, particu-
larly at this time, would be
detrimental to best interests of
our organization.

We are now facing a long and
tough legal battle (possibly to
be followed by strike action) to
protect and maintain our Hiring
Halls, which have proven to be
the most efficient method of as-
signing crews to ships.

We must be careful not to
make any move that would
alienate those who are on our
gide at present, We need all the
aid we can muster,

BEST METHOD

under our Hiring
Hall system, we are able to
make prompt assignments of
competent and reliable men, the
shipowners will aid us to main-
tain our Hiring Halls, not be-
cause they love us, but for the
very good reason that they have
found that it is the most effici-
ent and economical hiring sys-
tem ever in ‘use.

The paying off and signing on
of even a few men entails a
great deal of paper work by the
clerical staffs of the Union and
the companies, a constant and
expensive overhead that becomes
a heavy financial burden in
those cases when ships have a
large and frequent turnover in
personnel.

DOING THEIR JOB

Because,

Those men that stay on ships
for a fairly long period, some-
times a year or more, are simply
doing a job in good Union style.
They provide a solid foundation
on which our Negotiating Com-
mittee can build for the future,
while maintaining the great
gains already won,

Upon completion of one yvear
of service on a ship, a crew-
member is entitled to seven days
pay, which he will receive when
he finally leaves the ship. If he
stays on for more than one year,
some companies, Seatrain being
one, compute his vacation time
and pay on a monthly baszis,

Floyd’s Parents Ask Help

A recent photo of John Pii-
man Floyd, who was reported
lost from the S8 Gateway City
last April 1, between Seaitle
and Tacoma. His parents are
anxious for any information or
recent pictures of Brothoer
Floyd and have appealed to his
former shipmates and friends
to ge! in louch wiih them.
Anyone who can be of help
should write to Floyd's father,
J. A. Fioyd RFD 2, Box 183,

Fairmount, N. C,
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Proposed Rule On Vacations ffT
Held Detrimental To Union

b
™

Thus, for each month that a &

man stays on a ship over one
year, he actually receives a wage
increase of one-sixth of week's
pay, or a sum ranging from nine
to ten dollars a month. What
normal person will quit a job
on being credited with a sub-
stantial wage increase?

The so-called homesteaders are
seldonr"to be found on ships that
make long trips to foreign ports.
The few in that category are
grinding it out on the less popu~
lar coastwise runs, and they do
s0 largely because they have
friends and relatives in the
ports their ships visit regularly.

Despite various claims to the
contrary, such men are usually
in closer touch with Union af-
fairs than their more fortunate
Brothers who are off on long
trips or completing such trips
with the resultant heavy pay-
offs.

Bill Gray. Ship’s Del
Seatrain New Jersey

One-Year Limit
Seen As Spur
To Job Chances

To the Editor:

In regard to the length of time
a man should stay on one ship,
we, the undersigned members,
thought we might voice our
opinions.

Everyone knows that the beach
is getting tougher every day
and that in order to bring abouk

a faster turnover something must

be done. It is inevitable that the
only conclusion is to limit a
man's stay aboard ship. Nine ouf
of ten men going to sea have
some sort of responsibility- and
in order for them to meet their
obligations there must be a bet-
ter turnover of jobs.

Therefore, the only possible
solution is that -after a year
aboaid one SIU ship, we think
that a man should be required
to take his vacation pay ailong
with his wages and pile off.

We feel that under such a sys-
tem, any man with an eye to
the future should be able to
have aecquired enough money in
wages and vacation pay to-meek
his obligations ashore.

WILL MOVE QUICKLY

And, in the meantime, his
name, after registering, will be
moving steadily up on the ro-
tary shipping list in a much
shorter time than it would be
ordinarily.

An;.r member who has spent
any time on the beach within
the last three months will cers
tainly agree to the above and
following statements: That ship-
ping has been falling off steadily,
due to the fact that men take
jobs and take root like a 50
yvear-old oak tree.

This plan will also eliminate
the possibility of a union mem-
ber from becoming a company
stiff and also give them a chance
to see what is going on at shore-
side meetings, which we feel is
very essential,

Why not come to some sort of
understanding and have the
guestion put on a° referendurs
ballot up and down the .coast
e0 we can see what the mem-
bership agrees {c.

James Linden
Bernard Toner

D. C, Croft
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By JOHN BUNKER

Caribbean Carnival :
(Part One)

Just as the Atlantic seaboard in 1942 was
called “U-Boat Lane,” so could the Caribbean
and the Gulf have been called “U-Boat Lake"—
for the German undersea raiders roamed these
waters at will, becoming so beold in their hunt
for prey that they sank ships in the very mouth
of the Mississippi, in the narrow passage be-
tweeén Key West and Havana, and at the en-
trance to the Texas oil ports.

The height of bold audacity was reached on
thé evening of July 2, 1942, when a sub entered

~ the harbor of Puerto Limon, Costa Rica, and

sank the SS San Pablo.

During the first two months of war, six Amer-
jean ships were torpedoed and sunk in the Car-
fbbean and the Gulf. Six more were sent to the
bottom in April; and in May the Germans had
a month-long field day, sinking no less than
five ships on the 4th, two on the 6th, and three
on the 12th.

The total bag for the month of May in Ameri-
can vessels alone across the Gulf and the Carib-
bean was 31 ships. By the end of June, 1942, a
total of 167 Allied freighters and tankers had
been sent to the bottom in these warm, south-
ern waters! A

A surprisingly large number of these U-boat
victims were corgo carriers manned by SIU sea-
men and it would seem, from a study of the
war records, that the Germans had a special
liking for Waterman, Bull, and Alcoa ships. An
entire fleet of them was lost in 1942, Limited
space permits describing only a few of the
mary dramatic incidents involving SIU ships
during this phase of the war. A book would
be needed to tell about them all

For the undersea raiders it was a Roman holi-
day—simpler than knocking off clay pigeons at
a shotgun shoot. '

So it was with the Elizabeth and Clare of the
Bull Line, as they plodded along the southwest
~coast of Cuba on the night of May 20, 1942, A
bright moon lit up the sea and silhouetted the
two ships as they headed south with their holds
full of general cargo for the Islands.

On the Clare's bLridge, the Skipper watched
a light that had been reported a minute or so
befcre by one of the lookouts. He couldn’t tell
whether it might be a small Island freighter or

& fishing boat, for it was moving across their

‘bow and lay some distance off,

LOST IN THE DARK

A rain squall blanketed the moon just as the
Skipper was trying to identify the unknown
¢raft, which seemed to be pursuing an erratic
course.

Up forward in the hot fo'castle, Fireman Ernest
Torres was stretched out in his bunk, clad only
in a pair of shorts. It was stickily hot and he
‘was trying to read. He had almost decided to
take his mattress on deck and streteh out on
number one hatch, rain or no rain.

Just then a bright searchlight blossomed out
on the vessel ahead, playing over the Clare from
bow to stern with a blinding intengity. Almost
immediately a torpedo smashed into the hull at
number one hold; just where Fireman Torres

was about to stow his mattress for a cool sneoze.

“It made one hell of a noise,” says Torres.
“The explosion threw me out of my bunk and

. onto the deck. The old Clare shivered like a

e 51

] ran cown the deck.”

.shimmy dancer.

s "All the lights went out and I ran like hell to

A

Iy lifeboat station. I had the book in my hand
all the time, but I never even thought of going
“back for my eclothes or my papers. The spray
“from the explosion gave me a shower bath when
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the ftwelve Seafarers
their ships shot fzom
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to right,
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in the above picture were only a few of the

under them - some as many as three fimes.

than a yeoar old. :
Anthony McMunn, Oiler; Andrew Lavazoli, OS; Charles

Allen, AB; Pheleman Mitthys, Fireman; Carville Councilman, Watertender,
; Stending are: R. C, Ricketts, Steward; Harry Glock, Oiler; J. L. Michaelas, Fireman; E.
Aguirres, Watertendes; Gus Alm, Carpenter; Robert B. Graham, OS; Reginald Goodin, Cook,

So violent had been the blast that water cas-
caded down the vents into the fireroom.

There was no panic on the ship and the Cap-
tain visited all the crew’s quarters to make sure
that no men were trapped in their rooms, after
which he gave the order to abandon ship. Both
boats lowered away and the men pulled as hard
as they could for the shore,

ELIZABETH GETS IT

They hadn’t taken many strokes. before the
Elizabeth, still following along behind and caught
proverbially, “between the devil and the deep)”
received a torpedo amidships, accompanied by
a bright flash that momentarily lit up the vessel
and then was gone.

From the boats the crew of the Clare could
see little lights blinking on the Elizabeth as
her men ran out of the deck house doors and
pushed aside blackout baffles on their way to
the boats.

Several of the men laughed at the sight, for
it seemed amusing in a way to see other guys
get it, too. “I bet they don’t save any silk stock-
ings for the girls in Puerte Rico,” someone said.

“It ain’t funny,” said an Oiler. “If they got hit
in the engine room there’s some good guys goin’
down on her,” °

That was a sobering thought and they pulled
for the shore. It took about 15 minutes for the
Clare to sink and they watched her settle, sil-
houtted against the tropic sky. No men were lost
on the Clare!

Not so fortunate were other SIU ships that
are now rusting many fathoms under the sur-
face in the lightless deeps of the Caribbean and
the Gulf. :

Of the hundreds of men lost on SIU ships in
World War II a large percentage made the sup-
reme sacrifice in these waters that looked so
calm and peaceful, yet comprised ene of the
most hazardous sectors of the war,

It was oil and bauxite, the two prime essentials
of modern war, that lured ‘the U-boats to the
Caribbean in the first place. The tapkers and
the bauxite ships. were their number-one tar-
gets, but they also sank anything else that came
along. In the first six months of 1942, the subs
shelled or terpedocd anything that steamed their
way, without fear or favor,

One of several bauxite-laden ships to get
sliced with a tin fish in these waters was the
little 85 Suwied under command of Captain
Bernard David. She w-. off the svuth coast of

.~ L . A, . s -

AN

Cuba bound for Mobile with aluminum ore

when, on June 7, a torpedo exploded in her
starboard side and she went to the bottom in
just. 1%z minutes! Not many ships beat her record
for sinking.

Water and debris shot up the funnel as the
boilers exploded and First Mate John Hume,
one of the last to leave the plummeting ore car-
rier, walked off the deck in water over his
shoulders after releasing the forward life rafts.

The sub that torpedoed them surfaced nearby
and watched the troubles the men had with
their leaky lifeboats, but the Germans did not
interfere in any way and the 27 survivors were
picked up the next day by a Navy patrol vessel.

A close competitor to the Suwied for the title
of “the fastest sinking ship” was the Alcoa Pil-
grim, which was torpedoed without warning
early in the morning of May 28 while en route
from Port of Spain, Trinidad, to Mobile
9,500 tons of heavy bauxite aboard. She
by the stern in a little over 90 seconds,
heavy loss of life.

NO TIME FOR SOS

This blacked-out, SIU-crewed freighter had
three lookouts on watch, and was zig-zagging
when the unseen U-boat sent a torpedo into her
engine room on the starboard side just below the
water line. Needless to say, there was no time
to send out an SOS and no time to fire any guns
even if the ship had been armed.

The Alcoa Pilgrim plumged so quickly no
boats could be launched, but nine survivors got
aboard two life rafts which drifted clear and
ware picked up a week later by the $5 Thomas
Nelson.

As was usual in sinkings of unarmed ships
steaming alone, the sub surfaced, came up to
the survivors, and questioned tlem about the
ship and cargo. The U-boat was a big one, had
a three inch gun on her forward deck, and bore

. the insignia of a ram’s hiead on her conning tower.
_After questioning the Pilgrim’s men, She steam-
ed calmly away on the surface looking for more

_wictims. - 3

Truly it can be said that the Caribbean in 1942
was a “U-Boat Lake.”

sank
with

Another episots of the role of SIU crews In
World Wiar IT will sppear in the next jssue of
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| Minutes

TAMPA — Chairman, R. H.

in this port in the period
AL 2PN00: Do Sesmatery: A & 6 S'b , M b ’5 ’- M h 29 ended; he said. Director of Or=)
Clok, Bay White, 81, ipping From Marc 0 marc gim‘*zaaf‘:ﬁfmz:ﬁ:“:m?;*
. Minutes: of previous meetings REC.  REG. REG. TOTAL  SHIPPED SHIPPED SHIPPED TOTAL |Workers were striking the Bisso
ir. all Branches read and ap-|  poRrT DECK  ENG. STWDS.  REG. DECK ENG.  sTwDs. SHIPFED [Tug Co., in New Orleans. He
proved, Branch Agent stated that said that the MAW needed pick-
ShiDBinRZhad alamped this past | BOROR L ool ol 28 17 29 71 3 B 3 ¢ M po il bors.
two weeks, after about four|New YorK.......... 128 99 128 355 69 66 64 199 :nd Zsi?:dmli lourt pic eum:_l ‘
months of very good shipping. Phihdelphia........... 18 23 24 65 31 25 29 85 'tlon carried ‘1:) ::nu,:lee:s wﬂ.
Men from outports arrived to Baltimore..........oomemsmsnmrine 93 78 81 253 93 92 68 253 liams’ report. SN 3
find that the bottom had just|Norfolk.. 32 39 87 108 1 — = 1 ®
about fallen out. There are no|Savannah..........c.c.ec. 15 9 5 29 -4 2 1 7 33 i
signs of any immediate improve- | TAMPa.......... 27 31 25 83 1 1 6 8 GALVESTON — Chairman, 8, |
ment, he added. The same num-|New Orleans.............. 72 52 95 219 71 59 94 224 |Garcia, 20233: Recording Secre- {
ber of ‘ships are touching port,| MObile. .. 34 31 32 97 59 38 45 142 |[tary, Keith Alsop, 7311; Reading
he said, but m®st men sre stay-|Galveston.................. 58 33 34 125 7 6 3 16 |Clerk. C. Cooper, 100201.
ing aboard for another trip.| West Coast.................. 26 34 27 87 25 38 22 85 Minutezs of all Branch meet-
Secretary-Treasurer’s financial Z ’ S ings approved as read. Secrefary-
report-and . Headquarters repart GRAND TOTAL......... 528 447 817 1,492 364 335 335 1,034 Treasurer's financial report and
to the membership approved gas == s Headquarters report to the mems-
read. Under Good and Welfare, | Port Agent stated that shipping|silence in meémory of departed(port to the membership read and|bership were read and concurred
the following were discussed:[for the past two weeks had|Union Brothers, Motion carried|concurred in. Port Agent said|in. Agent reported on the local
the slow shipping, the Union's|been good, with more men ship-{to adjourn at 7:40 PM, with 110|that affairs of port were in good |shipping picture. Motion carried
signing of Citics Service to an|ping than were registered dur-|{members present. shape but that shipping had fall-|to refer all excuses to the Dis-

“jnterim contract and the possi-
bility of opening a Hall in
Jacksonville. After one minute
of silence in memory of departed
Union Brothers, the meeting was
adjourned. There were 107 mem-
bers present.

Yy 3 3% part of delegates to call the g, cretary-Treasurer's financial | |
- NORFOLK — Chairman, Ben Hall and report ..~zhm't:_1gns of report accepted as read. Branch|!
Rees, 95; Recording Secretary,|manpower on their ships, He Agent said that shipping was
J. A, Bullock, 4747; Readirg|said the Lake George, a US|oi) on the slow bell in this

Clerk, Vernon Porter, 505,

Minutes of Branch meetings|here after a seven-month trip. sibility that things might pick

in other ports accepted as read.|It was in good shape and mob| .. -"pit in the near future as G
_l-{eadquartcrs report to the mem-|one map had p:.%lc off gn thejsth Atlantic is trying to reg- e A. K.POWERS’ EL”S H. BRONDELSSO ) i
bership approved as read. Agent|other sudo-e. Motion car.ncd to| late its cargo go that their four lease ge\t H} .to‘uc'h with m:_? Notify rUnemployment Insur- i
diSCUSSGd Condition.‘i in the mari- Qlect a five-mzan -Con'-!rnnte(. to ships can. go out (rom hL‘l‘l‘.‘ on at once, . L()n(.‘c‘l'nln}, Jo Jo: ance, 16-) Jor:llemon Strcf.'t, _-
time industry from the local|iron out port shipping rules; i Eurchears -rin; Minuses of Ruth Powers.._ 222 East ?lume Brocklyn, of your present ad- !
standpoint. Motions carried to|motion amended to have same| . oiio.oin ovher ports read and Street, c/o Gwrgul V_Va_sh‘{ngton dress, )
concur in Headquarters Rein-|commitice act as trial conmittee. accepteﬂ. Tavern, Norfolk, Virginia, T % %

statement Committee's report and [ Motions carried (o aceept Sec- PR 3 3 3 FRANK L. SMITH 1
to non-concur with Savannah |retary-Treasurer’s financial re- NEW YORK — Chairman, SS WINTHROP L. MARVIN Your wife, Evangeline, 80
‘Excuze Committee’s report of port and Hcadquartcrs report to (April, 1948) River Street, Cambndge Manasd

March 16, Charges were read
and following men were elected

from floor to serve as trial com-| BALTIMORE—Chairman, Wil- 4935: Reading Clerk, Eddie|prance get in touch with Robert RN *
mittee: C. Moser, J. Glovier, R.|liam Reniz, 26445: Recording Moo-noy. o . F. Reynolds, 1302 Hobart Build- |
Brinson, R. Morrisette, N. E.|Secretary, G. A. Masterson, M:putes of all previous Branch|ing, San Francisco, California. - _ANTHONY CASINO 9
Wioton and J. Hodges. Commit-|20287; Reading Clerk, 4683. meetings rmc! and accepted. In|It concerns the case of John E, x:xtc ym‘xr mot‘hcr- Of- Yo

Baltimore minutes and those|connection with Savannah mo-|Steele, who was injured aboard |Whereabouts; she is worried: 4

tee later reported back and mo-

tion carried to concur in find- of other Branches of pl‘eViOUS “Oﬂ. in N(’W.BU‘SinL‘SS. d l?]OhUn the vessel. J

ings. Oné minute of silence in|meetings were read and approv-[carried reaffirming Union's po- ¥Proy SR :
memory of departed Union Bro-jed. Motions carried to accept sition ihat. excuses for absence RED SHEA $ & ¥ .
thers. Motion carried go adjourn Baltimore’s and Secretary-Treas- from meetings be handled by| Please get jin touch with EMJL PAPIS

ing the period. It was explained
that the spurt in shipping had
been aided by fact that Patrol-
man had hit all ships in-transit
and found shortages of one or
two men on cach, He attributed
this condition to the failure on

Petroleum tanker had paid off

membership.
¥ 23

the

urer's financial reports. Motions

¥y & %
SAVANNAH — Chairman, N.
Towns, 7193; Recording Secre-
tary, J. B. Sellers, 36401; Read-
ing Clerk, E. M. Bryant, 25806,
Savannah Branch minutes of
‘last meeting read and approved.

port. He said there was & pos-

Frenchy Michelet, 21184: Record-
ing Secreotary, Freddie Stewart,

each Branch., Port Agent discus-

en off. With the settling of the

expected to pick up, he said,
There were six payoifs, seven
sign-ons and 30 ships in-transit

patcher. Patrolman-Dispatcher's

Cities Service beef, things were report read and approved. One

minute of silence in memory of
'departed members. Mecting ad-
journed.

Wil Francisco F. Freone
George W. Stone and. George La

Whitey Dghl, 438' Washington

chusetts, says it is very urgent
that you write her,

Frederick Street, Raritan, New

Get in touch with Miss Mary

t 8:30 PM, with 108 members ) : : -
zmsem, % carried {o accept first mwotion|%ed shipping, which is about|Ave, Brooklyn, N. Y. R. Cavello, 230 Boyd Ave., Jer-
P under Savannah New Business|holding its own in this port, ¥ 30 sey City, New Jersey.
MOBILE—Chairman, L. Neira,[and to non-concur with second [Secretary-Treasurer’s  financial ONICE TANNER v 3%

'26993; Recording Secretary, J. D.

motion. Excuses were referred

report read and accepted. Head-
quarters report to the member-

Your discharges off the SS
Julesburg are being held for

FRANK PETER KELLY
Get in touch with your daugh-

Hunter, 47364; Reading Clerk,!/to the Dispatcher. There were : :
'H. J. Fischer, 59. no charges to be rcad. Port|ship discussed the recent Wash-|you in the LOG office. ter, Mrs. Edna Elizabeth Led-
Mobile Branch minutes and|Agent spoke on the shipping|ington conference at which seven B better, 315 Wheeler Ave., San

New Business of other ports from
previous meetings accepted as
read. Port Apgent discussed the
prospects for shipping during the
next two weeks, naming the ves-

activity of the port during the
two-week period just ended
Motion carried to accept Dis-
patchers report on number of
men registered and shipped; also

maritime unions, including the
SIU, agreed to @ mutual aid pact
to defend the Union Hiring Halls.
It was brought out that the
SIU's position is sound because

AFTON J. BUSH
“Please get in touch with
Evelyn Armstrong, 458 Pacific
Street, Brooklyn 17, New York:
Eddie."

Francisco, Calif.
3 & 2
FRED FAGAN
Please write to"Leo Watts, c/o
SS Puerto Rico, Bull Lines, 115

sels scheduled to arrive here,|Hospital Committee's report. Mo-[of the Negotiating Committee’s O Broad St., New York City.

‘He also discussed the Hiring|tion by J. Dembrowski carried|foresight at the time the con- SS FRANCES t & 3

ﬁau issue and announecd tvhc instructlng Agont to send a tracts were written, but t‘hat' the 5 (June. 1949) ARTHUR S. REINHOLDT
joint program drawn up by|wreath from Union to funeral|{NMU was threatened with a| Mariano Gonzalez, Harry| Get in touch with your som,
seven maritime unions, includ-|of Abraham Davis, who passed ban on its hall. fmd that the|Singleton, J. Munis and Steven John, at B43 N. Luzerne St
‘ing the SIU, to fight for reten-|away at the Baltimore Marine defense of the hiring halls was Carr are asked to get in touch Baltimore 5, Md. as soon a;
tion of the present hiring meth-|Hospital on March 19. One min- imperative in the interests of|with Samuel Segal, 11 Broadway, possible: i "

ods. He added that the first
Cities Service ship since signing
of the interim contract had hit
this port and that arrangements
were being completed to obtain
passes for local officials to en-
able them to board CS ships.

. R : < 3 i vith the operators for re- CURTIS RIDGE

Plans are being discussed, he|ing, 30821; Recording Secrofary,|'ngs Wi ° : $ & & _ . 0

‘said, to improve Mobile’s posi-|B. Lawson, 894; Reading Clerk, sumption of Welfare Plan ne- H. C. (Henry) KING Get in touch with William

‘tion in the shipping industry.|B. Murphy, 38427, gotiations are scheduled for next| Contact FEloise Neal, 4424{Huff, RFD No. 1, Leesburg,

There is a possibility of a grain| Boston and other Branch min-|Wedanesday, the report corfcmd' Greenwood Road, Shreveport, | Ohio.

elevator being bujlt here, along|utes read and accepted. Port ed. Meeting was adjourned at|Louisiana; Phone 2-6924. ¥ 33 i

_with ore docks and a molasses|Agent discussed the local ship- 8 PM. ¥y & 3 DAN“UY 4_\1'-’\’11'0 Y.

refinery, all of which would|ping. situation. Secretary-Treas- e ¥ GEORGE VICERY Contact “Reggie” by phone. |

‘boost the port he concluded. |urer’s financial rveport read and| NEW ORLEANS — Chairman,| Mr. and Mrs. S. Baker, 1{Call GR. 7-1466. Leave message
approved. Motion carried to non- L‘m, Williams, 21550: Record-| Barnes Street, WBVET!EY 79, for contacting vou in New Yw*. 4 '

PHMDBLPHM — Chalrman,
A. B. Cardullo, 24588 Recording
Secreiary, 8§, Bergeria, 7142;
_Beading Clerk, Don Hall, 43372,

Minutes of previous meetin,gs

ute of silence in- memory of de-
ceased members of the Union,
Meeting was adiourned at 8:15
PM, with 370 members in atten-
dance,

¥ 0%
BOSTON—Chairman, T. Flem-

concur with section on proposed!
vacation rule and to concur in
balance of Headquarters report
to the membership. Patrolman-
Dispatcher’s reports were ac-

*mu Kpptdwa a vena|

-

™

the security of all seamen, Head-
quarters report also announced
that Union representatives were
meeting with Cities Service Ma-
rine Division officials to work
out the working rules to become
part of the full contract. Meet-

l.ng Secretary, Herman Troxclair,
8740; Reading Clerk, Buck Sieph-
ons, 76,

All minutes of previous meet-

New York 4, N. Y., concerning
the death of Chief Electrician
Elmer F. Rose,
¥ 3 3
OKLAHOMA ED
Sorry, Brother, we cannot ac-
cept messages in code: Editor.

Mass., ask you to write to them.
L -

JOSE SOARES
Contact your friends, Mr. &

ings in all Branches were read

mpted ag glwn. One minute of

and approved, Headquarters re-

¥ 3 3
SILAS W, LESLIE (Lesley)
Please contact E. C. Savage,
Floral Pk. 2-2689 or C. Lawson,
WHitehall 3-4134.

¥ & 2

&2 2 %
LORAN J. HARRIS
Mrs, E. W. Hobson of Miochi-
gan asks that you get in touch

Mrs, Henry W. Crouse, Severn,
Marviand

of great importance to you,

with her at once, on a matter

41
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v _eeing Leads To

5 Gl and invite a return to chaos, confusion, - gus - means. Men w
25 SRy o vid . ere:

2" . Union Hiring Halls in the Maritime and even corruption. ~hustled aboard ships by mzcg:dpm?ug
T T4 ] I have observed the hjr‘n' h‘lls, as chuACters who received { f th
B Industry maintained by the seafaring unfons, in piracy. A detestable breede?t p:wa: ;
e actlon. As a result of these observ known as cr seam

: EXTENSION OF REMARKS I am unqualifiedly In favor of sivln:glqg debt, then !f?x?:e:m:khem bowtgi? ;2::

BoN % or g\ge:l :;s;tus—tor tlhlgh :éldmple reason that :‘board vessels under any kind of condi-
> : e accomp much in behalf tions as a means of releasi
U(SUS"NEAEu KELLEY ﬁ:ra;hih Q;«:,'lcan set;gen and the Amer- financial {ndebtedness. b
FENNSYL ner, w consequen . oA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  vantage to our Nation, o was s'?a:?whd mmw&hﬂﬁ“
" Thursday, March 9, 1950 On a recent stopover in New York, I which he had to bear lest he leopardmlze
Mr, KELLEY of Pennsylvania, Mr. . .cd the headquarters of the Atlantic 'his chance for employment. Seamen
_mr <oy B Wit e -o ' thé and Gulf district of the Seafarers Inter- were stripped of every vestige of dig
undermining effect of the Taft-Hartley D>tional Unlon, A. F. of L. for the pur- Dity. _Understandably, the merchant
law on American industry. The recent Lo. of establishing In my mind how the marine could not be expected to operate
action of the United States Supreme | L.n€ ball principle was applied. efficiently In the midst of such medieval

O iAo o T o Gt rulll)n ? In the seafarers’ hiring halls the sea- treatment of the men handling their

the maritizie union hiring ball as illegal chllea bttggr;:tm . g s &nt thfr:hulgh et i
* : ary system o pping. A M

e i A P 0 B o st O S e o

this ill-concelved piecé of legislation and 1s given & shipping card. His name ocratic method of job distributi % h?nll;
In the marmm: industr gmore than Is then placed at the boctom of the ship- they maintain, is only miblont.hw e

anywhere else the Taft-Hartley ban on .0, lst. 8nd as jobs are called out they ‘the medium of their ugion: . . oo
iy i rob{em oy e offered to the men at the top of the Byt the olincher iy ¢ F s
must be reck:ne‘:lo with plmmediabely ns,t.r‘.!_e m t th t t Jmmedlate action to :'?gl:;gme%;‘?;

Lo e . i en a e top of the list may

e Svariaat oreak-down of the accept the Jobs or reect them—without. status io the sacsioat ot oii-Hartley
N toeis Yosths It gl‘b o 'I? o affecting their prior ¢laim when another themselves have indl the shipowners
Hartley closed-sho ge't)sm = : only 100 Is called. 1In this way the list ro- continye et cated their desire to

-shop not only tates, In other words, jobs are dis- present hiring methods. From
strikes at the heart of the seafaring tributed on = first-come-flrst-served = roagement's

“mon:a bb'?lt it ‘? AL %ﬁd‘t{te threal to pbasis. No other consideration enters the x:
m:ysaw-& y ?L e ustry of which picture, The only qualification is the re- Under th S

Managemlg: R A e quired competence for the job, and all e shlpowni m;esent hiring-hall system
to lose if the outlawi f the hiring hall cligible applicants have certificates of arrive and lrs o i heis Ahigs Wil
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324 ks tim thn or{“ u; verge  This, then, is the method of employ- time 1 ed ght of conditions in the mar{-
dustrs ot oot 0 the maritime In- ment which the SIU and other mari- 5= ,AAUStTy today, the Taft-Hartley

Any objective stidy of the maritime sgainet e g aicoding {n their 88h ognizeq gs such. Ty ait nyroLd b8 rec-
it hivice halls wiil d maritime against the Taft-Hartley ban. And they far oo 83 such. To sit by and do noth-
value to all concerned of tho Surate the are morally justified in doing so. % M0 Ward off the damage it could reek

Yalue {o all cet?od ot e continued  Anyone even slightly familiar with the A simply be compounding the error.

s me of employment. sordid hiring practices in the maritime frank, objective approach indicates

These hiring halls are at the very core that remedial legislation is essential to
of the industry’'s operations. Arbitrarily
to knock them out would inevitably
upset the entire pattern of operations:
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|Mombasa Officials
Order Vaccinations
Against Smallpox |

‘Seafarers aboard Robin Line' '
ships calling at Mombasa, Kenya _
Colony, must carry their smalle |
pox vaccination certificates with
them, the Union was informed
this week,

Concerned over the incidence
of smallpox cases in recent
weeks, Mombasa health authorie
ties have ruled that all passens
gers and crewmembers entere
ing the port will be required to
produce evidence of having been
recently vaccinated against the
disease. e

According to the information
passed to the SIU by the Robin
Line office in New York, the
‘I certificates “may be of the ine
ternational or national type,
signed by a qualified doctor.”” -
QUARANTINE

These certificates must show
the date of the reaction of the
vaccination, Crews and passene
gers not having certificates will
be quarantined “until such time
as they have been properly vace
cinated at Mombasa,” port health
authorities warned.

The Union said it is &lso ade
visable for all crewmembers on
European runs to carry their
certificates of smallpox vaccinas
tion with them. An outbreak of
the disease in Scotland reporteds
ly has been traced to an ine
fected seaman who entered the
country on a ship from India.

In view of this development,
Headquarters feels that health
authorities in European ports
might take precautionary mea-
sures, such as those taken in
Mombasa. . _ -

Believii

o
-
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Industry prior to the advent of the union

hiring hall will readily admit the justi~ COTreéct the injustice of the Taft-
ficatlon for the unions’ stand. : ban on the hiring hall to the American

In the preunicn hiring hall days ships’ mgnﬁatggmi\meman shipowners, and

Among the Congressional supporters of the move to give the Hiring Halls legal status is Representative

Augustine Kelley of Pennsylvania. He is a vigorous opponent of ithe T-H law and favors its outright repeal.
Rop. Kelley recently inserted his views on this important question in the “Congressional Record,” a repro-

duction of which appears above. His stand is based on his personal observation of the Hiring Hall procedure during
a recent visit to SIU Headquarters in New York.

;:-‘.Most Veterans Not Taking Mvantage Of

poupdof cure.”

Gl Benefits

new MNational Service Life Ine
surance or reinstatement of lape
sed NSLI * "~ - ~ “.
Veterans of all wars and peaces
time service—compensation for
service connected disabilities.
Veterans of World War II,
World War I and Spanish-Ame
erican War — pension for nons=

health, so long as he applies for
new insurance or for reinstate-
‘ment ‘before January 1, 1950.
The disability must Bhave been
incurred in service between Oct-
ober 8, 1940 and September 2,
1945.

A veteran who applies for the
disability

Here are some of the benefits| An exception has been made
the |for veterans who enlisted or re-
enlisted under the Armed Forces
GI BILL EDUCATION Voluntary Recruitment Act, They
World War II veterans dis- bave ten years from the end of
charged before July 25, 1947,itheir enlistment period covered

must start their GI Bill Educa-{by the law in which to apply.
52-20 CLUB

approximately 16,000,000

World War II veterans only 2,-

= 000,000 have ever filed a claim
~ dor disability compensation with
‘the Veterans Administration. Of
thiz total only about 48 percent
‘have ever taken advantage of
the GI Bill of Rights, which in

vets are entitled to under

law:

tion or training before July 25,
total

‘janost cases must be completed
by July 25, 1956.

Why is it that the World War
¥ veteran is lax in filing for
benefits that he is not only en-
titled to by law but which also

'would enhance his financial
_atanding,

his physical well-be-

| 4ng, and give him a higher edu-

R cation that would make him a

"~ gmore stable citizen?

How many veterans are there

‘who know that, should he sus-

fain a physical disability after

5 his -distharge from the Armed

§ mected pension of from $60 to

Forces, and meeting certain re-
guirements,

he ‘would then be
| 'entifled to & non-service con-

1051, Veterans discharged after!
July 25, 1947, must begin their
courses within four vears after
discharge. In both cases, the
training must be completed by
July 25, 1956. -

An exception has been made
for veterans who enlisted or re-
enlisted under the Armed Forces
Recruitment Act (Public Law
190) between October 6, 1945 and
October 6, 1946.

Theéy have four years from the
end of their Public Law 180 en-
listment or reenlistment period
in which to begin their GI Bill
training, and nine years from
that date to complete it.

PUBLIC LAW 16

lowance Program has ended for
most
Those discharged after July 25,
1947, however,
the unemployment and self-em-
ployment allowances at any time

charge but no pavments will be

The GI Bill Readjustment Al-|NSLI
provision also is required to fur-
nish evidence of good health.
In this case, too, a disability
incurred in service between $Oct-’
ober 8, 1940, and BSeptember 2,
1945—Dbut less, than, totgl in de-
gree—will be disregarded in de-
terming good health, so long as
he appliés for the total disability
income provision: before January
1,:3800. 50 S S
CARS FOR- DISABLED
World War 1L yeferafis .who in
service lost, or logt the use of,
one or both legs and/or about
the ankle, may be entitled to re-
ceive an automobile or other
conveyance &t government ex-

II veterans.

World War

may apply for

within two years after the dis-

made after July 25, 1852.

The deadlines do not apply to
veterans who enlisted or re-
enlisted under the Armed Forces
Voluntary Recruitment Act. They
have up to two years from their
date of discharge to claim Re-
adjustment Allowances, provided
they apply within five years from
the termination from the Public

income '

service connected disability,
Veterans of War or Peacetime
Service who served subsequeng
to April 21, 1898 and who are
suffering  from certain service
cannected disabilities — Governs
ment grants for specially designe
ed housing.
BENEFITS FOR SURVIVORS
Survivors of deceased veterans
of all Wars and of certain de-
ceased veterans of peacetime ser«
vice must file claims for burial
allowance within two years after
permanent burial or cremation,
Survivors of all veterans whad
died because of service connect=
ed causes, may apply for come=

pense. They have until June 30, |pensation at any tlme after the

Law 180 enlistment or reenlist-
ment.

B

veteran’s death,

Survivors of veterans of World
War II, World War I and Spane
ish-American War who died be=
cause of causes not attributable
to service may apply. for pens
sions at any time after the Vete
erans death. '

(The above information wad |
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1850 to apply.
OTHER BENEFITS
There are no deadline: for the
VA-administered benefits for vet-‘
erans listed below, They may be
applied for at any time:
Veterans of all' wars and ser-
vice connected peacetime veter-
ans — medical, hospital and
domiciliary care.
Veterans of World Wi Ii—

Al LS ' s ) ),"‘

* §72 per month, as long as the
8 disability “orzgisabilities inter-
‘_-_:ﬁrveesv;:t:;:it??-Q{l;!plg’!r'?blllty i} 16 education or training at any
E57 How y‘“ﬁ&m' ’.wi(-iows time after their discharge, but
-'.'-_"'.e there who XGOW M Bre in?_tigi@ to complete their courses
& Gntitled to a widow's péndiom pe|D¥ July 25..1956.
. from $42 to $72 per month, even GI LOANS
8 (though the veteran died of af World War II veterans may
"-}‘_inbﬂlty that in no way related |apply for loans guaranteed or
| insured undar the GI Bill until
July 25, 1867,
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Disabled wveterans of World
War II may begin Public Law

GI INSURANCE

A veteran of World War II
who applies for new Insurance,
or to reinstate a lapsed policy,
generally must furnish VA with
satisfactory evidence of his good
health,
A service incurred disability—
less than total in degree—will he
disregarded in derermin’ g good

| with his military service, upon
e muecting certain requirements?
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