


























THE SEAFARERS LOG

Friday, March 21, 1947

Gadsden Me;
Cite Danger
Aboard Ship

Fearful of the potential danger
posed by the carrying of an ex-
tra locomotive on deck, the crew
of the MV Gadsden instructed its
Delegates to notify the Union of
the protest registered at the Feb.
22 meeting, held at sea. The
meeting also urged an investiga-
tion to determine whether the
additional locomotive violated
safety regulations.

In the discussion culminating
in the decision to advise the Un-
ion by editor, crew members
pointed out that they felt the ex-
tra locomotive made the ship un-
safe, particularly in heavy
weather, when anxiety was at a
peak.

It was also voted at the meet-
ing that crewmembers would ac-
cept a $20 draw in American cur-
rency when the vessel, which
carries locomotives and tenders,
arrives in Le Havre, France. It
was announced at the meeting
that $20 was the limit on draws
in American money, but that the
crew could draw any sum in
French currency.

The Ship’s Delegate quoted the
Captain as saying that an issue
of American money in excess of:
$20 in French ports was a viola-
tion of local law.

A check was made of the sup-
ply of cigarettes aboard the ship,
it was revealed at the meeting,
and 1t was found that all hands
would receive the limit of the
ration allowance in equal
amounts.

Other matters pertinent to
shipboard conditions were dis-
cussed and acted upon at the
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Proposed By

Leéving Job
Scripps Crew

Aroused by the action of some members who “‘sign on
a ship and then walk off”” before sailing time without noti-

fying the Union Hall or the
the SS Edward W. Scripps ha

Ship’s Delegate, the crew of
s strongly urged the adoption

of specific measures to stamp®

out the practice.

Asserting that Seafarers who
pull this stunt ‘“‘cause cenfusion
and hardship among the rest of
the crew,’ the men of the Al-
coa vessel took action at their
Feb. 12 shipboard meeting and
recommended these penalties:

1. That a fine of $50 be im-
posed on those guilty of a first
offense.

2. That for the second offense,
the offender be brought up on
charges, and be made to stand
trial before a duly elected trial
committee.

The Scripps crew pointed out
vessels which sail short-handed,
are forced to sign on a non-
union man on a pierhead jump,
because a crewmember has
walked off his ship and failede
to follow the proper procedure
so that a replacement can be
furnished.

The denunciation of the prac-
tice and the rcemmendations
made to curb it were drawn up
in the form of a resolution,
which follows:

RESOLUTION

“Whereas: The Union hiring
hall and ich security was won
by the SIU after a long hard
fight, and it is the policy of the
SIU, for our own protection to
insist on our ships being crewed
up at all times by SIU mem-
bers, and;

“Whereas: It has become a
habit with a number of Union
Brothers to sign cn a ship and

meeting, which was chaired by
Berger Hansen. Brother Little
penned the minutes, which were
submitted by Deck Delegate Earl
Cochran.

VESSEL REPORTED IN DISTRESS

i

The MV Gadsden (above) is being towed to Hamilton, Ber-
muda, early this week, after sustaining a severe buffeting in
heavy seas. The motorship had

ing dangerously, when she was taken on tow by the tug Moso-
pelea about 250 miles off the Bermuda port.

Standing by when the iug arrived was the British cruiser
Frobisher. bound for Hamilton when she received the Gadsden’s

distress call.

The Gadsden, an SIU-contracted ship, carries locomotives
and tenders, for which she is equipped to load and unload with
her own facilities, without assistance from shoreside machinery.

lost her propeller and was roll-

then walk off, informing no one
of their intentions, thus causing
confusion and hardship on the
rest of the crew, and very often
making it necessary to sail
short-handed, or to ship a non-
union man on a pierhead jump.

“Therefore, be it resolved:
That any member who signs on
a ship and then deliberately
walks off and misses the ship
intentionally without informing
the Union Hall or Ship’s Deie-
gate in time to ship a replace-

(Continued on Page 11)

ON ICE FOR THE WINTER

ABOVE: Locked in the ice
for the “duration” at Hals,
Denmark, the SS George Wal-
ton anxiously awaits the spring
thaw. “They tell us we'll stay

ice-bound until sometime in
April,”Y writes crewmember
Loomas Laarents. Tiny fig-

ure to left of bow is the Car-
penter ‘“taking soundings—
toward the beach for a beer.”

LEFT: The marooned ves-
sel's deck gang kill a few min-
utes of their long vigil by pos-
ing for ihe camera. The Wal-
ton is now in the sixth month
of what started out io be a five-
weeks trip, and all hands are
reporied on the verge of the
jitters.

SS Winfield Scott Men Offer Plan
To Wipe Out Inadequate Slopchests

The slopchest, that perennial
subject of discussion and con-
demnation by seafarers, reared
its ugly head once more at the
March 12 shipboard meeting
aboard the SS Winfield Scott.

The crew of this Bull Line
vessel had adequate reasons for
condemning the slopchest aboard
the ship and they wasted no time
in doing so. However, instead
of merely blowing off steam, the
crew came up with a plan for
correcting the present abuses
and insuring the ship, and other
SIU ships, of getting a slopchest
sufficient in quantity and qual-
ity satisfactory to the crew.

Events leading up to the dis-
cussion from which the plan was
born, show the results of an in-
adequate slopchest and the rea-
sons the crew decided on a plan
for action,

The ship left Mobile, Jan. 7,
bound for Copenhagen, and the
minutes relate: “Before the ves-
sel’s departure, the slopchest was
checked and approved by vari-
ous union representatives as con-
taining sufficient numbers of va-
rious articles of clothing and
adequate sundry articles to sup-
ply the needs of this crew for
the trip.”

SHORT ON STUFF
the

However, as secretary,

Charles Dade records: “Upon

opening the slopchest the Pur-
ser found that the needs of all
members of the crew could not
be filled as to needed articles of
heavy gear. He thoughtfully
gave the Deck Department first
choice, since they did the ma-
jority of outdoor work.

“At the moment this trip be-
ing less than seventy-five days
long, (the crew) finds the slop-

chest almost completely exhaust-
ed, for only a few articles of off
size remain.”

With these conditions well
known to the crewmembers they
then drew up a plan for correct-
ing the slopchest situation aboard
SIU ships. The plan, as report-
ed in the minutes states:

“To avoid the insufficiency of
this type slépchest continually

being placed aboard ships, we
suggest that all crews demand
a copy of the slopchest invoice
containing sizes, color and num-
ber of each article, and also the
brand of sundry articles, namely
the brand of toothpaste, etc., to
be put on the bulletin board be-
fore signing on the ship.

UNION'S OKAY

“This invoice copy should bhe
signed by union representatives
so as to assure inspection of the
articles listed. If these short-
ages cannot be straightened out,
write the Log, let your beef be
known, and if this continues,

{union action shall surely result.”

The crew, having put forward
a means of rectifying the slop-
chest situation, leaned back in
their seats and went on to prove
that the poor condition of the
slopchest had not strained re-
lations aboard ship.

In the minutes they went on
record expressing their ‘‘appre-
ciation of the treatment and ac-
tions of the Master of the ves-
sel toward the crew.” The crew
was unaninous in wishing the
best of luck to Captain Reese

Broadus on his future voyages.

Leroy Nicholas held the chair
while Charles Dade recorded
the proceedings.





















