












































Vol. XXV
Ne.2

Jan. 15,
193

The SIU continued to expand ils or-
ganizational activities and won signifi-
canl gains in vacation pay and contracts
during 1962, while joining with other
unions in a long-range program to im-
prove the US-flag merchant marine. The
vear was marked by several major
maritime beefs and developments in
both the offshore and domestic shipping
field that made important headlines.

In Washington, unions and manage-
ment waited out the development of a
firm national maritime policy and fpro-
gram for the transporlation industry,
which still had not materialized in con-
crete form by the end of the year. The
year was heightened at its close by
strong marilime union action in the
Cuban crisis, which focused attention
on the favoritism among Government
agencies for foreign shipping at the ex-
pense of US ships and seamen, and by
a dockers’ strike on the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts, The walkout by the Intor.
national Longshoremen's Association
tied up shipping briefly in October and
then, after an 80-day Taft-Hartley in-
junction expired, resumed again »on
December 23 as bargaining talks re-
mained deadlocked.

Vacation, Contract $

In the contract area, Seafarers won
fmportant money gains in the form of
a $400 annual vacation pay increase that
doubled previous benefits, The new $800
vacation rate went into effect on seatime
beginning October 1, 1962, and amounted
to the seventh SIU vacation pay increase
in the Union's vacation program over
a ten-year-period,

An added feature of 1962 was a brand-
new shipboard feeding benefit that guar-
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$800 SIU vacation pay started.

antees all Seafarers at least one pint
of fresh milk daily for the full length
of any offshore voyage.

It was accompanied by a series of
working rule improvements in & new
contract negotiated and ratified in June,
The agreement established an additional
15 minutes' “readiness” period, revised
the sailing board clause, improved trans-
portation arrangements back to the port
of engagement when ships are sold,
ecrapped or disposed of in any fashion
iIn a foreign port, and provided a
strengthened clause on callbacks. These
provisions modified for tanker operations
as well as several others in the freight
contract were also applied to tankers,

Welfare Plan Gains

On the welfare front, the SIU medical
clinie program passed its fifth vear of
existence and 50,000th exam for Sea-
furers and their dependents, as a new
clini¢c operation opened in the Port of
Philadelphia. The Union’s free eyeglass
benefit was also extended to Jacksonville,
Norfolk, Seallle, Wilmington, Tampa

and Savannah, making it operative in a
total of 15 ports. The SIU Welfare Plan
paid its 5,000th maternity benefit to a
newborn member of an SIU family, top-
ping the $1 million-mark in such pay-
ments.

The new Sickness and Accident Bene-
fit program for Seafarers covering Iill-
ness and injury off the job made pay-
ments of almost $600,000 in its first year
to Seafarers who had never been eligible
for any kind of benefits before. A total
of 83 Unlon oldtimers went on pension
during the year. The pages of the LOG
listed 393 new arrivals during 1962, in-
cluding six sels of twins, compared to
1061's total of 409 and a previous three=
year average of 325. At the opposite end
of the scale, 112 deaths were reported
in the “departure”™ column,

Domestic Shipping

Filling the gap left by the withdrawal of
Bull Line from the Puerto Rico trade, Sea-
Land added two containerships on its run
to the Caribbean, and Seatrain made
ready to inove into the same trade. Sea-
Land also launched an ambitious program
to revive Intercoastal shipping with regu-~
lar containership service using four con-
verted vessels. Two of them were in
operation by the end of the year, and the
company also put a converted Navy sea-
plane tender into service as a carferry on
the Puerto Rico run.

At the same time, Pacific Northwest US
lumber producers won passage of a special
amendment to the Jones Act in the last
days of the 87th Congress. Designed to
help American lumbermen compete with
Canadian growers, it enables them to use
foreign vessels to move lumber to Puerto
Rico if American ships are not ‘reason-
ably avallable' The protected domestic
trade is thus opened up to foreign ships
for the first time since 1920,

Robin Line Beef

The National Maritime Union tried for
the second time in five years to raid the
Robin Line by asking for a National La-
bor Relations Board election in the Moore-
MeCormack fleet, including the seven
Robin ships under SIU contract since
1941, NMU filed a pelition for a fleet-
wide election two days after the SIU noti-
fied all its operators that it wished to re-«
open contract talks,

When the SIU learned that Moore-
MecCormack had secretly attempted to sell
off the Robin ships while refusing to dis-
cuss the issues, Seafarers responded with
picketline action that tied up 19 Moore-
McCormack vessels, including two Robin
ships, for 26 days, The picketlines came
down when the company agreed to nego-
tiate with the SIU about the ships.

Meanwhile, the NMU election petition
was dismissed by the NLRB in New York
and later in Washington, followed by a
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Robin Line pickels tied up 19 ships,

ruling by an AFL-CIO impartial umpire
that the NMU was gullty of raiding. Sanc-
tions under the Internal Disputes Plan of
the AFL-CIO constitution were ultimately
invoked against the NMU. It was also
found gullty a few weeks later of a raid
against the Marine Engineers Beneficial
Association in the Isbrandtsen fleet,

Upper Lakes Dispufte

After testing out their union-busting
tactics with three runaway ships in 1961,
the Norris shipping interests controlling
the SIU of Canada-contracted Upper
Lakes Steamship Company broke a ten«
year collective bargaining relationship
with the SIU, locked out 300 Canadian
seamen and began recruiting crews
through a newly-established puppet union,
The nature of the conspiracy against
the SIU of Canada was revealed in July
when, due to the effectiveness of picket-
ing action, a boycott of SIU ships led to

Company union manned Norris ships.

the closing of the St. Lawrence Seaway.
A Canadian government commission's
hearings on the disruption in Great Lakes
shipping is still going an.

SIUNA Affiliates

SIU Pacifiec District unions concluded
new contracts in June with the Pacific
Maritime Association, retroactive to Octo-
ber, 1961, This followed nine months of
negotiations, a 27.day strike and 75 days
during which PMA ships operated under a
court injunction,

On the inland waters, Great Lakes, in
Puerto Rico and in the industrial area,
SIU affiliates won a number of new fleets,
plants and contracts to solidify their juris-
diction and improve members' job secu-
rity. The long-simmering railroad drive
to cut manning on SIU tugs as well as
among train personnel ashore remained
unresolved, however, amid moves for job
cuts via several big railroad mergers,

In Trinidad, a new 6,000-man SIUNA af-
filiate marked the first anniversary of its
charter by signing a contract covering the
runaway shipping operations of the SIU-
contracted Alcoa Steamship Company.
The new pact provided for the first sea-
men's union hiring hall in the Caribbean,
a 16 percent wage Increase over a three-
year-period and a series of substantial im-
provements in working hours, overtime
and other conditions previously unheard
of on such vessels.

Maintaining a link with democratic ele-
ments which had quit or wanted no part
of Jimmy Hoffa's Teamsters Union, the
SIUNA chartered a new affiliate, the
Transportation Services & Allied Work-
ers, for cab drivers and taxi workers, It
numbered some 7,500 members at year's
end in Chicago, St. Louis, Detroit and
other cities. Unable to carry out the
SIU’s policy of opposing Hoffa, some SIU
officials in Philadelphia resigned and ac-
cepted jobs from Hoffa, but a successful
20-hour strike for a new contract b): 5,000
Chicago cab workers spotlighted the un-
ion's sucecess in allractiug anti-lloffa
groups to an established AFL-CIO union,

In the Pacific area, SIU affiliates helped
start an MTD drive against new raiding
attempts by Harry Bridges' longshore un-
fon, and the SIUNA issued a charter to a
major Independent union in the Southern
California petroleum industry after it
volted 4-1 for affiliation. Resisting pres-
sures from both Bridges aud Hofia, the
International Union of Petroleum Work-
ers brought 3,200 members into the
SIUNA, upping its total membership to
80,000,
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Trinidad SIU signed Alcoa runaways.

Cuban Ship Action

During a year in which shipping prob-
lems were desceribed by Commerce Secre-
tary Luther H. Hodges as some of the
“toughest" facing the Administration, ma-
ritime unions acted in advance of official
Washington to the flood of arms and mili-

‘tary supplies moving to Cuba last fall,

MTD pickets tied up the Yugoslav-flag MV
Drzic at Houston after it carried Russian
grain to Cuba and then came looking for a
50-50 cargo. An ILA longshoremen’s hoy-
cott of Communist bloc cargoes and MTD
protests against other ships in Cuban
trade seeking US cargoes highlighted a
critical issue.

A Senate committee report called atten-
tion to many Government agency abuses
of 50-50 cargo procedures, while the Agri-
culture Department continued to charter
Cuban trade ships for 1963. Charges by
the SIU and MEBA of similar abuses by
the department a year ago had prompted
the Senate inquiry after the unions pick-
eted a British ship. Other international
actions by MTD unions included a series
of mutual aid agreements signed with
maritime unions in several countries to
combat runaway-type shipping operations
under any maritime flag and to promote
more job stability for seamen.

News Highlights

SIU opened Houston hall, broke ground
for a new hall in Norfolk , . . Books dis-
tributed in the SIU Ship’s Library Pro-
gram topped 2 million . . . SIU opened a
school for stewards . , . Six SIU flcets won
awards for ship sanitation . .. A Seafarer
and thé children of four SIU men won the
annual SIU scholarship awards worth
$6,000 each . , . Total SIU shipping for the
year was just below 1861, again topped
1960 and '59.

Veteran SIU official Claude Simmons,
43, vice-president in charge of contracls
and contract enforcement, died after a
long illness . . . Silas Blake Axtell, counsel
for the old Internation-
al Seamen's Union and
a close ally of Andrew
Furuseth, died at 77...
Death also came to Art
Coleman, vice - presi-
dent of the Marine
Firemen, 53 . . . to
Lawrence E. Wessels,
69, one of the first SIU
officials in the Port of
New Orleans . . . to

Simmons
Fred Steiner, 53, editor for the Sallors
Union of the Pacific, and to other old-
timers,

An oil pipeline project connecting
Houston and New York got underway ...
Four different SIU ships rescued refugees
seeking Lo escape Cuba . ., , MTD unions
were lauded for aiding in the Cuban pris-
oner exchange just before Christmas . ..
SIUNA President Paul Hall was named to
the AFL-CIO Executive Council , , , The
SEAFARERS LOG won two more labor
press awards . . . British seamen got a
chance to have union delegates aboard
ship for the first time , . . Bethlehem
Steel went to West Germany to bulld two
ore ships after the US turned down a
subsidy request, bul construction was
stalled when the shipyard went bankrupt

« » Six years after the Andrea Dorla-
Stockholm collision, an international pact
on sea safety was finally adopted,
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CONSTITUTION

THE SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL UNION OF NORTH AMERICA—

ATLANTIC, GULF, LAKES AND INLAND WATERS DISTRICT
Affiliated with American Federation of Labor ~ Congress of Industrial Organizations

(As Ameonded May 12, 1940)

PREAMBLE

As maritime and allied workers and realizing the value and
pecessity of a thorough organization, we ate dedicated to the form-
ing of one Union for our people, the Seafarers Internationzl Union
of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters Dis-
trict, based upon the following principles: %3
" All members shall be entitled to all the rights, . privileges and

uarantees as set forth in this Constitution, and such rights, privie
feges and guarantees shall be preserved in accordance with its terms,

We declare that American seamen arc entitled to receive their
employment without interference of crimps, shipowners, fink halls
or any shipping burcaus maintained by the Goverament.

We affirm that every worker has the right to receive fair and
just remunesation for his Jabor, and to gan sufficient leisure for
mental cultivation and physical recreation.

We psoclaim the right of all seamen to receive healthful and
sufficient food, and proper forecastles in which 1o rest,

We defend the right of all seamen to be treated in a decent and
respectful mannes by those in command, and,

We hold thar the above righrs belong to all workers slike,
irrespective of nationality or creed.

Recognizing the foregoing as our inalienable rights, we are con-
scious of corresponding duties to those in command, our employers,
our craft and our country.

We wall, therefore, try by all just means to promote harmonious
relations with those in command by exercising due care and dilie
gence in the performance of the duties of our profession, and by
giving all possible assistance to our employers in caring for their
gear and property.

Based upoa these principles, it is among our objects: To use our
influence individually and collectively for the purpose of maintain-
ing and developing skill in seamanship and effecting a change in
the maritime law of the United States, so as to render it more
equitable and to make it an aid instead of a hindrance to the
development of a merchant marine and a body of American seamen.

To support a journal which shall voice the sentiments of mari-
time workers and through its columns seck to maintain their
knowledge of, and interest in, maritime affairs. .

To assist the seamen of other countries in the work of organi-
zation and federation, to the end of establishing-the Brotherhood
of the Sea. .

To form and to assist by legal means other bona fide labor organi-
zatons whenever possible in the amainment of their just demands.

To regulate our conduct as g Union and as individuals so as to
make scamanship what it rightly is—an honorable and useful
calling. And bearing in mind that we are migratory, that our work
takes us away in different directions from any place where the
majority might otherwise meet to act, that meetings can be attended
by only a fraction of the membership, thar the absent members,
who cannot be present, must have their Intetests guarded from
what might be the results of excitement and passions aroused by
persons or conditions, and that those who aré present may act
for and in the interest of all, we have adopted this Constitution.

Statement of Principles and Declaration of Rights

In order to form a more perfect Union, we workers in the
maritime and allied industries, realizing the value and necessity
.of uniting in pursuic of our improved economic and social welfare,
have determined to bind ourselves together in the Seafarers Inter-
natonal Union of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and
Inland Waters District, and herchy dedicate ourselves to the fol-
lowing principles:

In promoting our economic and social welfare, we shall ever be
mindful, not only of our rights, bur also of our duties and obliga-
tions as members of the community, our duties as citizens, and our
duty to combat the menace of communism and any other enemies
of freedom and the democratic principles to which we scafaring
men dedicate ourselves in this Union.

We shall affiliare’and work with other free labor otganizaitons;
we shall support a journal to give additional voice to our views:
we shall assist our brothers of the sea and other workers of all
countries in these obligations to the fullest extent consistent with
our duties, obligations, and Jaw, We shall seek to exert our individ-
ual and collective influence in the fight for the enactment of labor
and other legislation and policies which look to the siainment of
& free and happy sotiety, without distinction based on race, creed
or color.

To govera our conduct as a Union and bearing in mind that
most of our members are migratory, that their duties carry them
sll over the world, that their rights must and shall be protected,
we hereby declare these rights as members of the Union to be
inalienable.

i

No member shall be deprived of any of the rights or privileges
guaranteed him under the Constitution of the Union,

Every qualified member shall have the right to nomingte himself
for, and, o elected or appointed, 1o hold office in this Union,

1]
No member shall be deprived of his membership without die

- process of the law of this Union, No member shall be compelled

to be a witness against himself in the erail of any proceeding in
which he may be charged with failure to observe the law of this
Union. Every official and job holder shall be bound to u old and
protect the rights of every member in accordance with princi-
ples set forth in the Constitution of the Union,

w .

Evety member shall have the right to be confronted by his

accuser whenever he is charged with violating the law of this

Union. In all such cases, the accused shall be guaranteed a fair and

speedy trial by an impartial committee of his brother Union
members. v

No member shall be denied the right to express himself freely
on the flcor of any Union meeting ot in commirtee.

vi

A militant membership being necessary to the security of a free
union, the members shall at all times stand ready to defend this
Union and the principles set forth in the Constitution of the Union,

vil

The powers not delegated to the officers, job holders, and Execu«
tive Board by the Constitution of the Union shall be reserved to
the members.

CONSTITUTION

Article |
Name and General Powers

This Union shall be known as the Seafarers International Union
of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters Dis-
trice. Its powers shall be legislative, judicial, and executive, and
shall include the formation of, and/or issuance of charters to, sub-
ordinate bodies and divisions, corporate or otherwise, the forma-
tion of funds and participation in funds, the establishment of enter-
prises for the benefit of the Union, and similar venmres. This
Union shall exercise all of its powers in zid of subordinate bodies

. and divisions created or chartered by it. For convenience of admin.

istration and in furtherance of its policies of aid and assistance, the
Union may make its ‘propcuy. facilities and personnel available
for the use and behalf of such subordinate bodics and divisions,
A majority vote of the membership shall be authorization for any
Union action, unless otherwise specified in the Constitution or
by law. This Union shall st all times protect and maintain its
jurisdiction.
' Article Il
Affiliation

Section 1. This Union shall be affiliated with the Seafarers Inter-
national Union of North America and the American Federation
of Labor—Congress of Industrial Organizations, All other affilia.
tions by the Union or jrs subordinate bodies or divisions shall be
made or withdrawn as determined by a majority vote of the
Executive Board.

Section 2. In addition to such other provisions_ as are contained
herein, all subordinate bodies and divisions seeking a charcer from
and/or affiliation with this Union, shall be required to adopt, within
2 time period set by the Executive Board, 2 constitution containing
provisions as set forth in Exhibit A, annexed to this Constitution
and made a part hereof. All other provisions adopted by such
subordinate bodies and divisions as pate of their constitutions shall
not be inconsistent therewith. No such constitution or amendments
thereto shall be deemed to be effective without the approval of the
Executive Board of this Union, which shall be executed in writing,
on its behalf, by the President or, in his absence, by any other
officer designated by it. Such approval shall be deemed to be recog-
nition of compliance herewith gy such subordinate body or division.

Where a subordinate body or division violates any of the fore-
going, and, in particular, seeks to effectuate any constitutional
provision not so authorized and approved, or commits acts in
violation of its approved copstitution, or fails to act in accordance
therewith, this Union, rhrough its Executive Board, may withdraw
its charter and/or sever its affiliation forthwith, or on such terms
as it may impose not inconsistent with law, in addition to exercis-
ing any and all rights it may have pursuant to any applicable agree-
ments or understandings.

. Soction 3. This Union shall also have the power, acting through
its Executive Board, and after a fair hearing, to impose a trustee-
ship upon any subordinate body or divisions chartered by and
affiliated with it, for the reasons and to the extent provided by law,

Article 11
Membership

Section 1. Candidates for membership shall be admitted to mem-
betship in accordance with such rules as are adopted from time to
time, by a majority vote of the membership. Membership classificg-
tions shall correspond to and depend upon seniority classifications
established in accordance with the standard coliective bargaining
agrecment of this Union. In addition to meeting the other require«

meats duly promulgated pursuant hereto, no
S e e A e
seniority rating set out in

Oulyf:x,ll members shall be entitled to vote .

office or elective jobexcept as otherwise specified
bers shall have a voice in Union proceedings and shall be entited
to yote on Union contracts,

Section 2. No candidate shall be granted membership who is a
member of any dual organization hostile to the aims, principles,
and policies. of this Union.

Section 3, Members more than one quarter in arrears in dues shall
be automatically suspended, and shall forfeic all benefits and all
other rights and privileges in the Union., They shall be automatically
dismissed if they are more tWo quarters in arrears in ducs.
An atrearage in dues shall be computed from the first day of the
applicable quarter, but this time shall not run:

(a) While & member is acrually participating in a strike or
lockout.

(b) While a member is an in.patient in a USPHS or other
accredited hospial.

(¢) While 2 member is under an incapacity due to activity in

g
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behalf of the Union.

(d) While a member is in the armed secvices of the United
States, provided the member was in good standing at the time of
entery into the armed forces, and further provided be applies for
reinstatement within ninety (90) days after discharge from the
armed forces.

(¢) While a2 meémber has no opportunity to pay dues, because
of employment aboard an American flag merchant vessel,

Section 4. A majority vote of the membership shall be sufficient
to designate additional circumstances during which the time speci-
fied in Section 3 shall not run. It shall be the right of any member
to present, in writing, to any Port at any regular meeting, any
question with regard to the application of Section 3, in accordance
with procedutes established by a majority vote of the membership.
A majority vote of the membership shall be necessary to decide
such questions.

Section 5. The membership shall be empowered to esmblish, from
time to time, by majority vote, rules under which dues and assess-
ments may be excused where a member has been unable to
dues and assessments for the reasons provided in Sections 3 nnd?‘ 1.

Section &, To preserve unity, and to promote the common welfare
of the membership, all members of the Union shall uphold and
defend this Constitution and shall be governed by the provisions of
thisd Constitution and all policics, rulings, orders and decisions duly
made,

Section 7. Any member who gives aid to the principles and
policies of any hostile or dual organization shall be denied further
membership in this Union to the full extent perminted by law.
A majority vote of the membership shall decide which organizations
are dual or hostile.

Section 8. Evidence of membership or other affiliaton with the
Union shall at all times remain the property of the Union. Meme
bers may be required to show their evidence of membership in order
to be admitred to Union meetings, or into, or on Union property.

Article IV
Reinstatement

Members dismissed from the Union may be reinstated in accord-
ance with such rules and under such conditions as are adopted,
from time to ume, by a majority vote of the membership.

Article V
Dues and Initiation Fee

.Section 1. All members shall pay dues quarterly, on a calendar
year basis, no later than the first business day of each quarter, except
as herein otherwise provided. The dues shall be those payable as of
the date of adoption of this Constitution and may be changed only
by Constitutional amendment.

Section 2. No candidate for membership shall be admitted into
membership withour having paid an initation fee of three hundred

-($300.00) dollars, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution.

Section 3. Payment of dues and initiation fees may be waived for

. organizational purposes in accordance with such rules as are adopted

by & majority vote of the Executive Board.

Article VI
Retirement from Membership

Section 1. Members may retire from membership by surrenderin
their Union books or other evidence of affiliation and paying al
unpaid dues for the quarter in which they retire, assessments, fines
and other monies due and owing the Union. Whea the member
surrendess his book or other evidence of affiliation in connection
with his application for retirement he shall be given a receipe
therefor. An official retirement card shall be issued by Headquarters,’
upon request, dated as of the day that such member accomplishes
these payments, and shall be given to the member upon his pre.
senting the aforesaid receipt.

Section 2. All the rights, privileges, duties and obligations of
membership shall be suspended during the period of retirement,
excepe that a retired member shall not be disloyal to the Union
nor join or remain in any dual or hostile organization, upon penalty
of forfeiture of his right to reinstatement.

Saction 3. Any person in retirement for a period of two quarters
or more shall be restored to membership, excepe as herein indicared,
by paying dues for the current quarter, as well as all assessments
accruing and newly levied during the period of retirement. If the
period of retirement is less than two quarters, the required pay-
ments shall consise of all dues accruing during the uig pcriosa of
retirement, including those for the current quarter, and all assess<
ments accrued and newly levied during that peciod, Upon such
payment, the person in retirement shall ge restored to membership,
nm{‘ his membership book, appropriately stamped, shall be returned
to him.

Section 4. A member in retirement may be restored to membership
after a two-year period of retirement consisting of eight full quarters
only by majority vote of the membership,

Section 5. The period of retirement shall be computed from the
first day of the quarter following the one in which the retirement
card was issued,
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Article Vii
; System of Oyganization

Section 1. This Union, sod all officers, headquarter’s tepresenta-
tives, port agents, patrolmen, and members shall be governed in
this order by:

(a2) The Constitution.
(b) The Executive Board.
(c) Majority vote of the membership,

Saction 2. The rters of the Union shall be located in
New York and the headquareers officers shall consise of a President,
and Executive Vice-President, one Vice-President in Charge of
Coatracts and Coatract Enforcement, a Secretary-Treasurer, one
Vice-President in Charge of the Atlantic Coast, one Vice.President
in Charge of the Gulf Coast, and one Vice-President in Charge
of the Lakes and Inland Waters,

Section 3. The staff of each port shall consist of such personnel
as is provided ‘for herein, and the port shall bear the name of the
city in which the Union's pore offices are locarted.

Section 4. Every member of the Union shall be registered in one
of three departments; namely, deck, engine and stewards depart-
ment. The definition of these departments shall be in sccordance
with custom and usage. This definition may be modified by a
majority vote of the membership. No member may transfer from
one department to another except by approval as evidenced by 2
majority vote of the membetship,

Article VIII

Officers, Headquarters Representatives, Port Agents
and Patrolmen

Section 1. The officers of the Union shall be elected as otherwise
provided in this Constitution. These officers shall be the Presidear,
&n Executive Vice-President, one Vice-President 1a Charge of Con-
teacts and Contrace Enforcement, a Secrerary-Treasurer, one Vice-
President in Charfe of the Atlantic Coast, one Vice-President in
Charge of the Gulf Coast, and one Vice-President in Charge of the
Lakes and Inland Waters,

Ssction 2. Port Agents, Headquarters Representatives, and Patrol-
men shall be elected, except as otherwise provided im this
Constitution,

Article 1X
Other Elective Jobs

Section V. In addition to the elective jobs provided for in Article
Vit1, the following jobs in the Union shall be voted upon in the
manner prescribed by this Constitution:

A. Delegates 1o the coovention of the Secafarers International
Union of North America.

B. Committee mem¥srs of:
(1) Trial Commitwees
(2) Quartecly Financial Committees
(3) Appeals Commirtees
(4) Suike Committees
(5) Credentials Committees
(6) Polls Commirtees
(7) Union Tallying Committces

(8) Constitutional Commitiees

Section 2. Additional commitrees may be ‘ormed ss provided by
& majority vote of the membership. Comminees may also be ap-
pointed as permitted by this Constitution.

Article X

Duties of Officers, Headquarters Representatives, Port
Agents, Other Elected Job Holders and
Miscellaneous Personnel

Section 1. The President.

(a) The President shall be the executive officer of the Union
and shall represent; and ace for and in behalf of, the Union ia sll
matters except as otherwise specifically provided for in the Con-
stitution,

(b) He shall be a member ex-officio of all committees, except
gt otherwite herein expressly provided,

(c) The Presidenc shall be in charge of, and responsible for, all
Union property, and shall be in charge of headquarcers and port
offices, Wherever there are time restrictions oc other considerations
affecting Union action, the President shall take appropriate action
to insure observance thercof,

{(d) In order that he may properly execute his responsibilities,
be is hereby instructed and authorized to employ any help he deems
necessary, be it legal, accounting or otherwise,

+{e) Subject to approval by a majority vote of the membership,
the President shall designate the number and location of ports, the

jurisdiction, status, and activities thereof, and may close or open

such ports, and may re-assign Vice-Presidents and the Secretary-
Treasurer, without reduction in wages. He may also reassign
Headquacters Representatives, Port Agents, and Patcolmen, to
other dutics, withour reduction in wages. The Ports of New York,
Philadelphiz, Baltimore, Mobile, New Orleans, Houston and
Detroit may not be closed excepr by Constitutional amendment,

Whete ports are opened between elections, the President shall
designate the Union personnel thereof,

The President shall designare, in the event of the incapacity of
any Headquarters Representative, Port Agent or Patrolman, or any
officer other than the President, a replacement to act as such doring
the period of incapacity, provided such replacement is qualified
uander Article XII of the Constitution to fill such job,

At the regular meeting in July of cvery election year, the Presi-
dent shall submic to the membership a pre-balloting report. In his
report he shall recommend the number and location of ports, the
number of Headquarters Representatives, Port Agents and Patro]-
men which are to be elected, He shall alsa recommend a bank, 2
bonded warchouse, a regular officer thercof, or any other similar
depository, to which the ballots are 1o be mailed or delivered at
the close of each day's voting, except that the Président may, in
his discretion, postpone the recommendation as to the depository
until no later cthan the frst regular meeting in October.

This recommendation may also specify, whether any Patrolman
and/or Headquareers Represenrative, shall be designated as depart-
mental or otheiwise. The report shall be soubject to spproval or
modification by a majority vote of the membership,

(f) The President shall be chairman of the Executive Board

and may cast one vote in that body.

(g) He shall be responsible, within the limits of his %mer!.
for the enforcement of this Constitution, the policies of the Union,
and all rules and rulings duly adopred by the Executive Board, and
those duly adopted by a majority vote of the membership. Within

.these limits, he shall strive to enhance the strength, position, and

prestige of the Union.

(h) The foregoing duties shall be in addition to those other
duties lawfully imposed upon him.

(i) The responsibility of the President may not be delegated,
but the President may delegate to a person ot persons the execution
of such of his duties as he may in his dixretion decide, subject
to the limittions set forth in this Constirution.

(i) Any vacancy in any office or the job of Headquarters Repre-
sentative, Pore Agene, or Patrolman shall be filled by the President
by temporary appointment of a member qualified for the office
or job under Artcle XII of this Constitution, except in those
cases where the filling of such vacancy is otherwise provided for
by this Constitution,

(k) The President is directed to take any and all measures and
employ such means which he deems necessary or advisable, to
protect the interests, and further the welfare of the Uanion and its
members, in all matters involving national, state or logal legislation
issues;, and public affairs,

(1) The President shall have authority to require any officer or
Union representative to attend any regular or special meeting if, in
his opinion, it s deemed necessary.

Saction 2. Executiva Vice-President.

The Executive Vice-President shall perform any and all duties
assigned him or delegated to him by the President. In the event
the President shall ‘b unable to carry out any of his ducties by
reason of incapacity or unavailability, the Executive Vice-President
shall take over such duties during the period of such incapacity or
unavailability. Upon the death, resignacion, or removal from office
for any rcason of the President, the Executive Vice-President shall
immediately assume the office, duties and responsibilities of the
President until the nexe general election.

The Execurive Vice-President shall be 2 member of the Executive
Board and may cast one vote in that body.

Section 3. Vice-President in Charge of Coniracts and
Contrect Enforcement,

The Vice-President in Charge of Contracts aod Contract Eaforce-
ment shall perform any and all duties assigned him or delegated
to him by the President. In addition, he shall be responsible for
all contract negotiations, the formulation of bargaining demands,
and the submission of proposed collective bargaining agreements
to the membership for ratification. He shall also be responsible,
except as otherwise provided in Article X, Section 14 (d) (1), for
strike authorization, signing of new contracts, and contract enforce-
ment. He shall also act for headquarters in executing the adminis.
trative functions assigned to headquarrers by this Constitution with
respect to trials and appeals except if he is a witness or party
thereto, in which event the Secretary-Treasurer shall act in his
place. In order that he may propecly execute these responsibilities
he is hereby instructed anc{ authorized to employ such help as he
deems necessary, be it legal, or otherwise, subject o approval of
the Executive Board,

The Vice-Presideat in Charge of Contracts and Contract Enforce-
ment shall be a member of the Executive Board and may cast
oae yote in that body.

Section 4. Secralary-Traasurer,

The Secretary-Treasurer shall perform any and all duties assigned
him or delegated to him by the President. He shall be responsible
for the organization and maintenance of the cotrespondence, files,
and records of the Union; setting up, and maintenance of, sound
accounting and bookkeeping systems; the sedting up, and mainre-
nance of, proper office and other administrative Union procedures;
the proper collection, safeguarding, and expenditure of all Union
funds, port or otherwise, He shall submit o the membership, for
each quarterly period, a derailed repore of the entire Union’s finan-
cial operations and shall submit simultancously therewith, the
Quarterly Financial Committee repore for the same period. The
Sectetary-Treasurer's reporc shall be prepared by an independent
Certified Public Accountant. He shall also work wich all duly elected
finance committees, The Seccetary-Treasurer shall be responsible
for the timely filing of any and all reports on the operations of
the Union, financial or otherwise, that may be required by any
Federal or swie laws. In order that he may properly execute his

responsibilitics, he is hereby instructed and authorized to employ.

aay help he deems necessary, be ic legal, accounting, or otherwise,
subject to approval of the Executive Board.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall be a member of the Exccutive
Board and may cast one vote in that hody.

The Secretary-Treasurer shall be a member ex-officio of the
Credentials and Balloe Tallying Committees. In addition he shall
make himself and the records of his office available to the Quarcerly
Financial Commirtee.

Soction 5. Vice-President in Chargo of the Atlantic Coast,

The Vice-President in Charge of the Atlantic Coast shall be a
member of the Executive Board and shall be entitled to case one
vote in that body,

He shall supervise and be responsible for the activities of all
the ports, and the personnel thereof on the Atlantic Coast, includ-
ing their organizing activities. The Atlantic Coast arca is deemed
to mean thar area from and including Georgia through Maice und
shall also include the Jslands in the Caribbean. In order that he
may propecly execute his responsibilities he is empowered and
authorized to rerain any technical or professional assistance he
deems necessary, subject o approval of the Executive Board.

Section 6. Vice-President in Charge of the Gulf Coast.

The Vice-Presidene in Charge of the Gulf Coast shall be a
member of the Executive Board and shall be entted to cast one
vote in that body.

He shall supervise and be responsible for the acrivities of all the
Ports, and the personnel thereof on the Gulf Coast including their
organizing activites. The Gulf Coast area is deemed to miean the
Saate of Florida, all through the Gulf, including Texas.

In order thae he may properly exccute his responsibilities he
is empowered and authorized to retain any technical or professional
assistance hie deems necessary, subject to approval of the Exccutive
Board,

Saction 7. Vica-Presidont in Charge of the Lakes and Inland Waters,

The Vice-President in Charge of the Lakes and Inland Waters
shall be a member of the Executive Board and shall be entitled
io cast one vore in that ¥

He shall supervise and be responsible for the acuvities of all

the ports, and the personnel thereof on the Lakes and Jofand
Waters, including their organizing activities,

In order that he may properly execute his responsibilities he is
empowered and authorized to retain any technical or professional

i dncc he deems necessary, subject to approval of the Executive

Saction B, Director of Organizing and Poblications.

The Director of Organizing and Publications shall be appointed
and may be removed at will g)' the Execurive Board of the Union.
He shall be responsible for and supervise all publicadons aond
public relations of the Union and shall setve as co-ordinator of
all organizational activities of the Union. In addition, he shall
perform any and all duties assigned him or delegated to him by
the Executive Board.

Section 9. Headquartors Representalives.

The Headquarters Representatives shzll pecform any and all
duties assigned them or delegated (0 them by the President, Execus
tive Vice-President or the Exeécutive Board.

Section 10. Port Agents. ;

(a) The Port Agent shall be in direct charge of the administtae
tion of Union affairs in the pore of his jurisdiction subject 1o the
direction of the arca Vice-President.

(b) He shall, within the jurisdiction of his port, be responsible
for the enforcement and execution of the Constitution, the policies
of the Union, and the rules adopted by the Executive Board, and
by a majority vote of the membership. Wherever there are tme
restrictions or other considerations affecting port action, the Porg
Agent shall eake appropriate action to insure observance thereof,

(¢) He shall be prepared 1o nccount, financially or otherwise,
for the activities of his port, whenever demanded by the President,.
the Vice-President of the arez in which his port is located, or by
the Secretary-Treasurer.

(d) In any event, he shall prepare and forward to the Secretary«
Treasurer, * weekly financial report showing, in detsil, weekly
income and expenses, and complying with all other accounting
directions issued by the Secretary-Treasurer.

(¢) The Port Agent may sssign cach port Patrolman to such
duries as fall within the jurisdiction of the pore, regardless of the
departmenmal designation, if any, under which the Patrolman
was élecred.

(f) The Port Agent shall designate which members at that pore
may serve as representatives to other organizatioas, affiliation with
which has been properly authorized, =

Section 11, Patrolmen.
Patralmen shall perform any duries assigned them by the Agent
of the Port ta which they are assigned.

Section 12. Executive Board.

The Executive Board shall consist of the President, the Exccutive
Vice-President, the Vice-President in Charge of Contracts' and*
Contract Enforcement, the Secretary-Treasurer, the Vice-President
in Charge of the Atlantic Area, the Vice-President in Charge of
the Gulf Area, the Vice-President in Charge of the Lakes and Inland
Waters, and the National Director (or chief executive officer) of
cach subordinate body or division created or chartered by the
Union whenever such subordinate body or division has atrained
a membership of 3,200 members and has maintained that member-
ship for not less than three (3) months. Such Narional Director
(or chief execurive officer) shall be a member of the respective
subordinate body or division and must be qualified to hold office
under the terms of the Constirution of such 'division or subordi-
nate body.

The Executive Board shall meet in headquarters no less than
once each quarter and at such other times as the President or,
in his absence, the Executive Vice-President may direct. The Presi-
dent shall be the chairman of all Executive Board meetings unless
absent, in which case the Executive Vice-President shall assume
the chairman’s duries. Each member of the Execurive Board shall
be entitled to cast one vote in that body. Its decision shall be
determined by majority vote of those voting, providing 2 quorum
of three is present. It shall be the duty of the Executive Board to
develop policies, strategies and rules which will advance and
protect the interests and welfare of the Union and the Members.
It shall be the duty of the Secretary-Treasurer, or in his abscace,
an appointee of the Executive Board, to keep accurate minutes of
all Executive Board meetings. The Executive Board shall appoint
one person who shall be designared Director of Organizing and
Publications. The Executive Board shall determine per capira tax
to be levied and other rerms and conditions of afhiliation for any
group of workers desiring affiliation. The Executive Board may
direct the administration of all Union affairs, properties, policies
and personnel in any and all areas not otherwise specifically pro-
vided fotr in this Constieution. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
Executive Board may act without holding a tormal mecting pro-
vided all members of the Board are sent notice of the proposed
action ot actions and the decision thereon is reduced o writing and
signed by a majority of the Executive Board.

In the event thae death, resignation or removal from office for
any reason should occur simultaneously w the Presidenr and Execu-
tive Vice-President, the Execcutive Board by miajority vote shall,
name successors from its own membership who shall fill those
vacancies until the nexe generzl election.

If the Executve Vice-President duly sssumes the office of the
President aad dies, resigos, is removed from office, or is incapacis
tated for more than 30 days during the remainder of the term, the
Executive Board shall clect 2 successor for the balance of the term
from its own meémbership,

Soction 13, Delegates,

(a) The term “delegates” shall mean those members of the
Union aod 1ts subordinate bodies or divisions who are clected in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution, to awend the
convention of the Scafarers International Union of North America.

(b) Each delegate shall artend the convention for which elected
and fully participate therein.

(¢) Each delegate shall, by his vote and otherwise, support those
policies agreed upon by the majority of the delegates to the
Convention.

(d) The President shall assign to each subordinate body or
division thar number of delegates o which this Union would have
been entitled, if its membership had been increased by the number
of members of the subordinate body or division, in accordance
with the formula sce forth in the Constitution of the Seafarers
International Union of North America, excepr that this provision
shall oot be applied so as to reduce the number of delegates to
which this Union would otherwise have beea enrited.

Section 14. Committees.

(s) Trial Commirres,
The Trisl Commitree shall conduce the wials of a person charged,
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acd shall submit findings and recommendations s prescribed in
this Constitution. It shall be the special obligation of the Trial
Committee to observe all the' requireménts of this Constiration
with regard to charges and trials, and their findings and recom-
mendations must specifically state whether or not, in the opinion
of the Trial Committee, the rights of any sccused, under this
Constitution, were properly safeguarded.

(b) Appeals Committee,

1. The Appexls Commiree shall hear all appeals from trial
jodgments, in accordance with such procedures as are set forth in
this Constitution and such rules as may be adopted by & majority
vote of the membership not inconsistent therewith,

2. The Appeals Commirtee shall, within not later than one week
after the close of the said hearing, make and submit findings and
recommendations in accordance with the provisions of this Con-
stitution and such rules as may be adopmf by a majority vote of
the membership not inconsistent therewith,

(<) Quarterly Financial Committee.

1. The Quarteely Financial Commitee shall make an examina-
tion for each quarterly period of the finances of the Union and
shall report fully on their findings and recommendations. Members
of this committce may make dissenting reports, separate recom-
mendations and separate findings.

2. The findings and recommendations of this committee shall be
completed within a reasonable time after the election of the
members thereof, and shall be submitted to the Secretary-Treasurer
who shall cause the same to be read in all ports, as set forth herein.

3. All officers, Union personnel and members are responsible
for complyiog with all demands made for records, bills, vouchers,
receipts, ctc, by the said Quarterly Financial Committee. The
committee shall zlso have available to it, the services of the inde-
pendent cestified public accountanis retained by the Union.

4. Any action on the gaid report shall be a5 determined by a
majority vote of the membership.

5. The Quarterly Financial Commiuee shall consist of seven (7)
members in good standing to be elected s follows: One member
from each of the following ports: New York, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Mobile, New Orleans, Houston and Detroit. No officer,
Headquarters Representative, Pore Agenr or Patrolman, shall be
eligible for election to this Commitiee. Committee members shall
be elected at che regular mecting designated by the Secretary-
Treasurer. In the event a regular meeting cannot be held in any
pore for lack of a quorum, the Agenr shall call a special meeting
as eatly as possible for the purpose of electing @ member to serve
on the Quarterly Financial Commirtee. Such committee members
shall be furnished transportation to New York and back ro their
respective ports and they shall be furnished room and board during
the period they are performing their duties in New York. Com-
mencing on the day following their election and continuing until
they have been returned 1o their respective ports each committee
member shall be paid {or hours worked at the standby rate of pay
but in no evenc shall they be paid for less than eight (8) hours
per day.

(d) Strike Commirtes.

1. In no event shail a general strike take place unless approved
by a majority vote of the membership.

2. In the event a general strike has been approved by the mem.
bership the Port Agents in all affected ports shall call a rimely
special mecting for the purpose of electing a suike commirttee.
This committee shall be composed of three full book members
and their duties shall consist of assisting the Porr Agent to effectu.
ate all strike policies and strategies,

Article XI

Wages and Terms of Office of Officers and Other
Elective Job Holders, Union Employees,
and Others

Section 1. The following elected offices and jobs shall be held
for a reem of four years:
President
Vice-Presidents
Secrevary-Treasurer
Headquarters Representatives
- Port Agents
Patrolmen
The term of four years set forth herein is expressly subject to the
provisions for assumption of office as contained in Article X111,
Section 6(b) of this Constitution.

Saction 2. The term of any elecrive jobs other than those indicated
in Section 1 of this Article shall continue for so long as is necessary
to complete the functions thereof, unless sooner terminated by a
majority vote of the membership or segment of the Union, which-
ever applies, whose vote was originally necessary to elect the one or
ones serving.

Section 3. The compensation to he paid the holder of any office
or other elective job shall be determined from time to time by the
Executive Board subject to appeoval of the membership.

Section 4, The foregoing provisions of this Article do not apply
to any corporation, business, or other venwre in which this Union
pacticipates, or which it organizes or creates, In such siwations,
instructions conveyed by the Executive Board shall be followed,

Article XIl

Qualifications for Officers, Headquarters Representa-
tives, Port Agenis, Patrolmen and Other
Elective Jobs

Section 1. Any member of the Union is eligible 1o be a candidate
for, and hold, any office or the job of Headquarters Representative,
Port Agent or Patrolman provided; p

(a) He has at leasc three (3) years of scatime in an unlicensed
cupacity aboard an American-flag merchant vessel or vessels, In
computing time, time spent in the employ of the Union, its sub-
sidiaries and lts affiliztes, or in any employment at the Union's
direction, shall count the same as sea time. Union records, Welfare
Plan records and/or company records can be used to determine
eligibility; and

(b) He has been a full book member in continvous good stand-
ing in the Union for at least theee (3) years immediately prior to
his nomination; and

(c) He has at lease four (4) months of sea tme, in an un-

_licensed capacity, aboard an American-flag merchant vessel or

" vessels, covered by conttact with this Union,
or job

, of
of employment with, or in sny. office of, the Union, its sub-
sidiaries and its affiliates, or in any employment at the Union's
direction, or a combinstion of these, between January 1st and the
time of nomination in the election year; and .
(d) He is a citizen of the United States of America; dn
(¢) He is not disqualified by law.

Section 2. All candidates for, and holders of, other elective ﬁb’
n;x }s‘p«dﬁed in the preceding secrions shall be full book members
O the non,

Section 3. All candidates for and holders of elective offices nngi
jobs, whether elected or appointed in accordance with this Consti-
tution, shall maintsin full book membership in good standing.

Article XIil

Elections for Officers, Headquarters Representatives,
Port Agents and Patrolmen

Seaction 1, Nominations,

Except as provided in Section 2(b) of this Article, any full
book member may submit his name for nomination for any office,
ot the job of Headquarters Representative, Port Agent or Patrolman,
by delivering or Gusing to delivered in person, to the office
o{ the Secretary-Treasurer at headquarters, or sending, a letter
addressed to the Credentials Committee, in care of the Secretarys
Treasurer, at the address of headquarters. This letter shall be dated
and shall conmin the following:

(a) The name of the candidate,

(b) His home address and mailing address.

(¢) His book number.

(d) The title of the office or other job for which he is a candi-
date, including the name of the Port in the event the posi
tion sought is that of Agent or Patrolman, .

(e) Proof of citizenship.

(f) Proof of seatime and/or employment as required for can-
didates,

(g) In the event the member is on a ship he shall notify the
Credentials Committee what ship he is on. This shall bhe
done also if he ships subsequent to forwarding his cre-
dentials.

(h) Annexing a certificate in the fcllowing form, signed and
dated by the proposed nomince: ‘

*“I hereby certify that I am not now, nor, for the five (5) years
lase past, have I been either a member of the Communist Party
or convicted of, or served any part of a prison term resulting from
conviction of robbery, bribery, extortion, embezzlement, grand
larceny, burglary, arson, violation of narcotics laws, murder, rape,
assault with intent to kill, assault which inflicts grievous bodily
injury, or violation of title Il or JII of the Landrum-Griffin Act,
or conspiracy to commit any such crimes.”

DATEA: Liiiiiiinisniassissansrsssnssssssaninnsnsssssssssssnsensassasasnssssresesssesionsasssssasss =
Signature of membe

Printed forms of the certificate shall be made available to nomi-
nees. Where a nominee cannot truthfully exccute such 2 certificate,
but is, in fact, legally eligible for an office or job by reason of the
restorarion of civil rights ofiginally revoked by such conviction or
a favorable determination by the Board of Parcle of the United
States Department of Justice, he shall, in licu of the foregoing
certificate, furnish a complete signed statement of the faces of his
case together with true copies of the documents supporting his
statement,

All documents required herein must reach headquarters no
earlier than July 15th and no later than August 15th of the
election year.

The Secretary-Treasurer is charged with the safekeeping of these
lewters and shall turn them over to the Credentials Committee upon
the ladter’s request.

Suction 2, Credentials Commitles,

{a) A Credentials Committee shall be elected at the regulae
meeting in August of the election year, ac the porc where head-
quarters is located, It shall consist of six full book members in
attendance at the meeting, with two members to be elected from
each of the Deck, Engine and Stewards Departments. No Officer,
Headquarters Representative, Pore Agent or Parrolman, or candi-
date for office or the job of Headquarters Representative, Port
Agent or Patrolman, shall be eligible for election to this Commitee,
except as provided for in Article X, Section 4. In the evenr any
commitee member is unable to serve, the committee shall suspend
until the President or Executive Vice President, or the Secretary-
Treasurer, in thar order, calls a special meeting at the port where
Headquarters is located in order to elece 2 replacement, The Com-
miuee's results shall be by majority vote, with any tie vote being
resolved by a2 majority vote of the membership at & special meeting
called for thar purpose at that Port.

(b) After its election, the Committee shall immediately go into
session, It shall determine whether the person has submitted his
application correctly and possesics the necessary qualifications.
The Commirtee shall prepare a repore listing cacn applicant and
his book number under the office or job he is seeking. Each applis
cant shall be marked “qualified” or “disqualified” according to the
findings of the Committee. Where an applicant has been marked
“disqualified”, the reason therefor must be stated in the report.
Where a te vote has been resolved by a special meeting of the
membership, that face shall also be noted, with sufficient detail.

“The repore shall be signed by all of the Committee members, and

be completed and submitted to the Pors in time for the next
regular mecting afcer theic election. At this meeting, it shall
be read and incorporated in the minutes, and then posted on the
bulletin board in each port.

On the last day of nominations, one member of the Commitee
shall stand by in Headquarters to accept delivery of credentials,
All credentials muse be in headquatters by midnighe of closing day.

(c) When an applicant has been disqualified by the commit-
tee, he shall be nothed immediately by relegram ac the addresses
listed by him pursuant to Section 1 of this Article. He shall also
be sent a lewer containing the reasons for such disqualification by
air mail, special delivery, registered, to the mailing address desig-
nated pursuant o Secton 1(b) of this Arucle, A disqualified appli-
cant shall have the right to take an appeal to the membership
from the decision of the commiuee. He shall forward copies of such
appeal w each port, where the appeal shall be presesited and
voted upon at a regular meeting no later than the sccond meeting
aiter the commintee’s election. It is the responsibility of the appli-
cant to insure timely delivery of his appeal. In any event, without

four (4) months

ice to his written 8 the applicant may sppest in
fore the committee Wi nwodinnhuthe'dnywwm
telegram is sent, to correct his application or argue for his' qual

fication. N

The committee’s report shall be prepared eatly eaough o allow
the applicant to appear before it within the time set forth in this
Constitution and still reach the ports in time for the first regulas
meeting after its election, ’

(d) A mujority vote of the membership shall, in the case of such
appeals; be sufficient to over-rule any disqualification classification
by the Credentials Committee, in which event the one so pre=
viously classified shall then be deemed qualified.

(¢) 'The Credentials Commiteee, in passing u the qualifi-
cations of candidates, shall have the right to conclusively presume
that anyone nominated and qualified in previous clections for candie
dacy for any office, or the job of Headquarters Representative, Pore
Agent or Patrolman, has mee all the requirements of Section 1(a)
of Article X1

Section 3. Balloting Procedures.

(2) The Secretary-Treasurer shall insure the proper and timely
reparation of ballors, without pardality as to candidates or ports.
g‘he ballots may contain general information and instructive come
ments not inconsistent with the provisions of this Constitution.
All qualified candidares shall be listed thereon aplhabeticully within
each category. The listing of the ports shall follow a geographical
patern, commencing with the most northerly port 6n the Atdlantic
coast, following the Atlantic coast down to the most southerly
port on that coast, then westerly along the Gulf of Mexico and
so on, until the list of ports is exhausted. Any porc ourside the
Continental United States shall then be added. There shall be
allotted write-in space, on cach ballot, sufficient to permit each
member voting to write in as many names as there are offices and
jobs to be voted upon. Each ballot shall be so prepared as to have
the number thereon placed at the top thereof and shall be so per-
forated as to enable that portion containing the said number to be
easily removed to insure secrecy of the ballot. On this removable
portion shall also be placed a short statement indicating the narure

of the ballor and the voting date thereof.

(h) The ballots so prepared at the direction of the Secretary<
Treasurer shall be the only official ballots. No others may be used.
Each ballot shall be numbered as indicated in the preceding parae
graph and shall be numbered consecutively, commencing with
number 1. A sufficient amount shall be printed and distributed to
each Port. A record of the ballots, both by cerial numbers and
amount, sent thereto shall be maintained by the Secretary-Treasurer,
who shall also send ecach Port Agene a verification lise indicaring
the amount and serial numbers of the ballots sent. Each Pore
Agent shall maintain separate records of the ballots sent him and
sholl inspect and count the ballots, when received, to insure that
the amount sént, as well as the numbers thereon, conform to the

‘amount and numbers Jisted by the Secrcm"{-'l'rcasurcr as having

been sent to that port. The Port Agear shall immediacely execute
and rewurn to the Secretary-Treasurer & receipt acknowledging the
correctness of the amount and numbers of the ballors sent, or ¢hall
notify the Secretary-Treasurer of any discrepancy. Discrepancies
shall be corrected as soon as possible prior to ﬁ\e voting period. In
any. event, receipts shall be forwarded for ballots actually received,
The Secretary-Treasuter shall prepare a file in which shall be kepe
memoranda and correspondence dealing with the election. This
file shall ac all times be available to any member asking for inspecs
tion of the same ac the office of the Secretary-Treasurer,

(c) Balloting shall rake place in person, at port offices, and
shall be secrer, No signatures of any voter, or other distinguishing
mark, shall appear on the ballot, except that any member may
write in the name or names of any member or members, ag appro-
priate, for any office, or the job of Headquarters Representative,
Pore Agent or Patrolman.,

(d) Only full book members may vote, However, immediately
prior thereto they must present théir books to the Polls Commirtee
of the port in which they are voting. The voter's book numbee
shall be placed upon the roster sheer (which shall be kept in
duplicate) in the space opposite, the proper ballot number, and
the member shall sign his name. The portion of the ballot on which
the ballot number is printed shall then be removed, placed neas
the roster sheer, and the member shall proceed 10 the voting site
with the ballot. An appropriate notation of the date and of the
fact of voting shall be placed in the member's Union book.

(e) Each Port Agent shall be responsible for the establishmene
of a booth or other voting site where each member may vote in
privacy.

(f) Upon completion of voting the member shall fold the ballot
so that no part of the printed or written portion is visible. He
shall then drop the ballor into a narrow-slotted ballot box, which
shall be provided for that purpose by the Porc Agent and kepe
locked and sealed except as, hercinafter set forth,

(g) Voting shall commence on November st of the election
year and shall continue through December 31st, exclusive of Sun-
days and (for each individual Port) holidays legally recognized
in the city in which the port affected is located. If November Ist
or December 31st falls on a holiday legally recognized in a port in
the city in which that pore is located, the balloting period in such
port shall commence or terminate, as the case may be, on the
next succeeding business day. Subject 1o the foregoing, voting in all
ports shall commence at 9:00 AM., and continue unril 5:00 P.M,
except that, on Saturdays, voting shall commence at 9:00 AM. anz{
conunue until 12 noon,

Saction 4. Polls Committess.

(a) Each port shall elect, prior 1o the beginning of the voting
on cach voung day, a Polls Committee, consisting of three full
book members none of whom shall be a candidare, officer or an
clected or appointed job holder. For the purpose of holding 2
meeting for the election of a Polls Commitee only, and notwithe
standing the provisions of Article XXIII, Section 2, or any other
provision of this Constitution, five (5) members shall constiruce
a quorum for each porr, with the said meeting 1o be held between
8:00 AM. and 9:00 AM, with no notice thereof required, It shall
be the obligation of each member wishing to serve on a Polls Com-
mittee, or o observe the eclection thercof, o be present during
this time period. It shall be the responsibility of the Pore Agent
to see that the meecting for the purpose of electing the said Polls

“Committee is called, and thae the minutes of the said meeting are

sent daily 1o the Secretary-Treasurer, ln no case shall voting rake
place unless 2 duly elecied Polls Committee is functioning,

(b) ‘The duly elected Polls Commirtee shall collect all pnused
ballots, the voting rosters, the numbered stubs of those ballots
already used, the ballot box or boxes and the ballor records and
files kept by the Port Agent. It shall then proceed to compare the
serial numbers and amounts of stubs with the number of names:
and corresponding serial numbers on the rosier, and then compare
the serial number and amounts of ballots used with the verifica-
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list, a8 correeted, and sscertain whethee the unused ballots,
‘numbers snd amount, represeat the difference hetween

iscrepancies are found, a detailed report thereon shall
rawn by the Polls Commirtee finding such discrepancies, which
report shall be in duplicate, and signed by all the members of such
olls Committee. Each member of the Committee may make what
separate comments theréon he desires, provided they are signed
and dated by him. A copy. of this report shall be given the Port
Agent, 1o be presented at the pexe regular meeting. A copy shall
also be simultaneously sent to the Secretary-Treasurer, who shall
cause an investigation to be made forthwith. The resulis of such
investigation shall be reported to the membership as soon as com-
pleted, with recommendations by the Secretary-Treasurer. A ma-
m vote of the membership shall determine what action, if any,
be taken thereon. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in this Constitution, the Executive Board shall not make
any defermination in these matcers.

(¢) The Polls Committee shall also insure that the ballot box is
Jocked and sealed, which lock and seal shall not be opened except
in the manner hereinafter set forth. The same procedure 2s is
set forth in the preceding paragraph with regard to discrepancies
shall be utilized in the event the Polls Committee has reason to
believe the lock and seal have been illegally tampered with,

(d) The Polls Commiuee shall permic full book members only

_to vote. Prior thereto, it shall stamp their book with the word
“voted” and the date, issue ballots to voters, insure that proper
gegistration on the roster takes place, collect stubs, and keep them
in pumerical order, It shall preserve good order and decorum at the
voting site and vicinity thereof. All members and others affiliated
with the Union are charged with the duty of assisting the Polls
Commitee, whea called upon, in the preservation of order and

s3%
.

(e) In order to maintain the seceecy and accuracy of the ballot,
and 1o eliminate the possibility of errors or irregularities in any one
day's balloting affecting all the balloting in any port, the following
procedure shall be observed:

At the end of each day's voting, the Polls Committee, in the
presence of any member desiring to awend, provided he observes
proper decorum, shall open the ballot box or boxes, and place all
of that day's ballots therein in an envelope, as required, which shall
then be sealed. The members of the Polls Committee shall there-
upon sign their names across the flap of the said eavelope or enve-
lopes, with their book numbers next to their signatures. The
committee shall also place the date and name of the Porc on the said
envelopes, and shall certify, on the envelope or envelopes, that the
ballot box or boxes were opened publicly, that all ballows for thae
day only were removed, and that all of those ballots are eaclosed
in the envelope or envelopes dated for that day and voted in that
Port. The Polls Commirtee shall check the rosters, and any other
records they deem appropriate, to insure the foregoing, At the
discretion of the Executive Board, official envelopes may be pre-
pared for the purpose of enclosing the ballots and the making
of the nforcsai‘ru certification, with wording embodying the fore-
going inscribed thereon, in which event these envelopes shall be
used by the Polls Committee for the aforesaid purpose, Nothing
contained herein shall prevent any member of a Polls Commirtee
from adding such comments to the certificate as are appropriate,
provided the comments are signed and dated by the member making
them, The envelope or envelopes shall then be placed in a wrapper
or envelope, which, at the discretion of the Executive Board, may
be furnished for that purpese, The wrapper or envelope shall tien
be securely sealed and either delivered, or sent by certbed or
tegistered mail, by the said Polls Committee, to the depository
named in the pre-election repore adopred by the membership. The
Polls Committee shall not be discharged from its duties until this
mailing is accomplished and evidence of mailing or delivery is
furnished the Pore Agent, which evidence shall be noted and kepe
in the Port Agent's election records or files.

The Polls Committee shall also insure that the ballot box or boxes
are locked and sealed before handing them back to the Port Agent,
and shall place the key or keys to the boxes in an envelope, across
the flap of which the members of the committee shall sign their
names, book numbers, and the date, after sealing the envelope
securely. In addition to delivering the key and ballot box or boxes
as aforesaid, the Polls Committee shall deliver to the Port Agent
one copy of cach of the roster sheets for the day, the unused ballots,
any reports called for by this Section 4, any files that they may
have received, and all the stubs collected both for the day and those
turned over to it. The Pore Agent shall be responsible for the
proper safeguarding of all the sforesaid material, shall not release
any of it unul duly called for, and shall insure that no one illegally
tampers with the material placed in his custody, The remaining
(opr of each roster sheer used for the day shall be mailed by the
Polls Committee to the Secretary-Treasurer, by certified or regis-
tered mail or delivered in person.

(f) Members of the Polls Commitrce shall serve without com-
pensation, excepr that the Pore Agent shall compensate each Polls
Committee member with a reasonable sum for meals while serving
or provide meals in lieu of cash.

Section 5. Ballot Collection, Tallying Procedure, Protests, end
Spocial Voles,

(2) On the day the balloting in cach port is to terminate, the
Polls Committee elected for thar day shall, in addition to their other
duties hereinbefore set forth, deliver 1o headquarters, or mail to
headquarters (by certified or registered mail ), all the unused ballots,
together with a certification, signed and dated by all members of the
Committee that all ballots sent to the porc and not used are
enclosed therewith, subject to the right of each member of the
Committee to make separate comments under his signawre and
date, The certification shall specifically idencify, by serial number
and amounr, the unused ballots so forwarded. In the same package,
but bound separately, the commirtee shall forward to headquarters
all stubs collected during the petiod of voting, wgether with a
certfication, signed by all members of the comimittee, that all the
stubs collected by the committee ace enclosed therewith subject to
the right of each member of the committee to make separate com-
ments under his signawure and date, The said Polls Committee
members shall pot be discharged from their dutics until the for-
warding called for hereunder is accomplished and evidence of
mailing or delivery is furnished the Port Agent, which evidence
shall be noted and kept in the Port Agent’s election records or files,

(b) All forwarding to headquarters called for under this Section
S, shall be to the Union Tallying Committee, at the address of
beadquarters. In the event a Polls Commiuee cannot be elecred
or cannot act on the day the balloting in each Port is to terminate,
.the Port Agent shall have the duty to forward the material specifi-
cally sec forth in Section 3(a) (unused ballots and stubs) to the
Union Tall{.ing Committee, which will then carry out the functions
in regard thereto of the said Polls Committee. fn such event, the
Porr Agenr shall also forward all other material deemed necessary
by the Union Tallying Committee to execute those functions.

:fpundon the, verifiication list, a5 corrected, and the ballots .
any :

All cetifications called for under this Article XIII shall be
deemed made according to the best knowledge, and belief of those
required to make such certification.

(cgc'l‘he Union Tallying Committee shall consist of 14 full book
members. Two shall be elected from each of the seven ports of
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Mobile, New Orleans, Houston,
and Detroit. The election shall be held at the regular meeting in
December of the election year, or if the Executive Board er-
wise determines prior thereto, at 2 special meeting held in the
aforesaid ports on the first business day of the last week of said
month. No Officer, Headquarters Representative, Port Agent, Pa-
wolman, or candidate for office, or the job of Headquarters Rep-
resentative, Port Agent or Patrolman, shall be eligible for election
to this Commirtee, except as provided for in Arricle X, Section 4.
In addition to its duties hereinbefore set forth, the Union Tallying
Committee shall be charged with the tallying of ail the ballots
and the preparation of a closing report setting forth, in complete
detail, the results of the election, including a2 complete accounting
of all ballots and swbs, and reconciliation of the same with the
rosters, verification lists, and receipts of the Port Agents, all with
detailed reference 1o serial numbers and amounts and with each
total broken down into pore toals, The Tallying Commitee shall
be permitted access to the election records and files of all ports,
which they may require to be forwarded for inspection at irs
discretion, The report shall clearly detail all discrepancies discovered,
and shall conuin recommendations for the treatment of these dis-
crepancies, All members of the Committee shall sign the report,
without prejudice, however, o the right of any member thereof
to submit a dissenting report as to the accuracy of the count and the
validity of the ballots, with pertinent details,

The Tallying Commireee is also charged with the receipt and
evaluation of written protests by any member who claims an illegal
denial of the right 1o vote, If it finds the protests invalid, it shall
dismiss the protest and so inform the protesting member, by wire,
on the day of dismissal, If it finds the protest valid, the commirtee
shall order a special vote, to be had no later than within the period
of its proceedings, on such terms as are pracucal, effective, and
jose, bur which terms, in any event, shall include the provisions of
Section 3(c) of this Article and the designation of the voring site
of the port most convenient to the protesung member. Where a
special vote is ordered in accordance with this Section 5(c), these
terms shall apply, notwithstanding any provision to the contrary
contained in this Ardcle. Protesss may made only in writing
and must be reccived by the Union Tallying Commiuee dunng
the period of its proceedings. The reports of this committee shall
include a bricf summary of each protest received, the name and
book number of the protesting members and a summary of the
disposition of the said prorest. The commitce shall wke all reason-
able measures to adjust the course of its proceedings so 25 to
enable the special vote see forth in this Section 5(¢) o be com-
pleted within the time herein specified. No closing repore shall be
made by it unless and undil the special votes referred to in this
Section 5(c¢) shall have been duly completed and tallied.

(d) The members of the Union Tallying Committee shall pro-
ceed to the port in which headquarters is located, as soon as possi=
ble after their election but, in any event, shall arrive at that pore
prior to the firse business day after December 31 of the election
year. Fach member of the commitee not elected from the port in
which headquarters is located shall be reimbursed for transportation,
meals, and lodging expense occasioned by their traveling to and
returning from thar Pore. All members of the commirntee shall also
be paid at the prevailing standby rate of pay from the day subse-
quent to their election to the day they return, in normal course,
to the Port from which they were elected.

The Union Tallying Committee shall elect a chairman from
among themselves and, subject to the express terms of this Con-
stitution, adopt its own procedures. Decision as to special votes,

rotests, and the contents of the final repore shall be valid if made
y a majority vote, provided there be a quorum in attendance,
which quorum is hereby fixed ac nine (9), The Unjon Tallying
Committee, but not less than 2 quorum thereof, shall have the
sole right and duty 10 obtain the ballots from the depository imme-
diately after the termination of balloting and to insure their safe
custody during the course of the committee’s proceedings. The
proceedings of this committee, except for the actual preparation
of the closing report and dissents therefrom, if any, shall be open
to any member, provided he observes decorum. In no evenr, shall
the issuance of the hercinbefore referted to closing report of the
Tallying Committee be delayed beyond the January 15th immedi-
ately subsequent to the close of voting. The Union Tallying Com-
mittee shall be discharged upon the completion of the issuance
and dispatch of its reports as required in this Article. In the event
a recheck and recount is ordered pursuant to Scction 5(g) of this
Article, the committee shall be reconstituted excepr that if any
member thereof is not available, & substitute therefore shall be
elected from the appropriate port, at & special meeting held for
that purpose as soon as possibie. .

(&) The report of the Committee shall be made up in sufficient
copies to comply with the following requirements: two copies
shall be senc by the committee to each Port Agenc and the Secretary-
Treasurer prior to the first regular meering scheduled to rake
place subsequent to the close of the committee’s proceedings or,
in the event such meeting is scheduled 1o wke place four days or
Jess from the close of this committee’s proceedings, then at Jease
five days prior to the next regular meeting. Whichever meeting
applies shall be designated, by date, in the report and shall be
referred to as the "Election Report Meeting,” As soon as these
copies are received, each Port Agent shall post one copy of the
report on the bulletin board, in a conspicucus mannet. This copy
shall be kepr posted for a period of rwo months. At the Election
Report Meeting, the other copy of the report shall be read verbatnm,

(f) Ac the Election Report meeting, there shall be taken up
the discrepancics, if any, referred to in Section 5(c) of this Aricle
and the recommendations of the Tallying Commitee submitted
therewith, A majority vote of the membership shall decide what
action, if any, in accordance with the Constitution, shall be takea
thereon, which actuon, however, shall not include the ordering of
a special vote unless the reported discrepancies affect the results
of the vote for any office or job, in which event, the special vote
shall be restricted thereto. A majority of the membership, at the
Election Rpeort Meeting, may order a recheck and a recount when
a disseat to the closing report has been issued by three or moce
members of the Union Tallying Commirtee. Except for the con-
tingencies provided for in this Section 5(f) the closing report
shall be accepred as final,

(2) A special vote ordered pursuant to Seciton 5(f) muse take
place and be completed within seven (7) days after the Elecrion
Report Meeting, at each port where the discrepancies so acted
upon took place, Subject to the foregoing, and to the limis of the
vote set by the membership, as aforesaid, the Port Agents in each
such port shall have the functions of the Tallying Committee as
set forth in Secrion 3(c), insofar ss that Secuon deals with the

terms of such special vote. The Secretary-Treasurer shall make a
sufficient amount of the usual balloting material immediately svail<
able to Pore Agents, for the purpose of such special vote. Imme=
diately after the close thereof, the Pore Agent shall summarize the
results and communicate them to the Secretary-Tressurer. The
ballots, stubs, roster sheets, and unused ballots pertaining to the
special vote shall be forwarded to the Secretary-Traesurer, all in

same package, but bound separately, by the most rapid means
practicable, but, in any case, 50 as to reach the Secretary-Treasurer
in sme to enable him to prepare his report as required by this
Section 3(g). An accounting and certification, made by the Port
Ageat, similar 1o those required of Polls Commirttees, shall be
enclosed therewith. The Secrerary-Treasurer shall then prepare a
report containing & combined summary of the results, together
with a schedule indicating in detail how they aflect the Union
Tallying Commitee’s results, as set forth in jts closing report. The
form of the lawer’s report shall be followed as closely as possible.
Two (2) cc.ﬁ‘ies shall be sent to each port, one copy of which shall
be posted. The other copy shall be presented at the next regular
meeting after the Election Report Meeting. If 2 majority vote of the
membership decides to accept the Secretary-Treasurer's report, the
numerical results sec forth in the pertinent segments of the Tally-
ing Committee’s closing repore shall be deemed accepred and final
without modification.

If ordered, a recheck and yecount, and the report thereon by the
Union Tallying Commitee, shall be similarly disposed of and
deemed sccepted and final, by majority vote of the membership
at the regular meeting following rthe Election Reporr Meeting.
If such recheck and recount is ordered, the Union Tallying Com-
mittee shall be tequired to continue its proceedings correspondingly.

Section 6. Installation into office and the Job of Headquarters
Representative, Port Agent or Pawrolman.

(2) The person elected shall be that person having the largest
number ‘of votes cast for the particular office or job lavolved.
Where more than one person is to be elected for a particular office
ot job, the proper number of candidates receiving the successively
highest number of votes shall be declared clected. These determina-
tions shall be made only from the results deemed final and accepred
as provided in this Article. It shall be the duty of the President
to noufy each individual elected.

(b) Whe duly elected officers and other job holders shall take
over their respective offices and jobs, and assume the duties thereof,
ac midnight of the night of the Election Report Meering, or the
next regular meeting, depending upon which meeting the results
as 1o each of the foregoing are deemed final and accepted, as pro-
vided in this Article, The term of their predecessors shall continue
up to, and expire at, that time, notwithstanding anything to the
contrary contained in Article X1, Section 1, This shall not apply
where the successful candidate cannot assume his cffice because he
is at sea.

In such event, = majority vote of the membership may grant
additional time for the assumption of the office or job. [n the event
of the failure of the newly-clected President o assume office the
provisions of Article X, Section 2, as 1o succession shall apply
until the expiratian of the term. All other cases of failure 1o assume
office shall be deale with as decided by a majority vore of the
membesship.

Section 7. The Secretary-Treasurer is specifically charged with the
Errscrvation and retention of all election records, including the

allots, as required by law, and is directed and acthorized ro issue
such other and further dicectives as to the election procedures as
are required by law, which directives shall be patt of the election
procedures of this Union,

Article XIV
Other Elections

Section 1, Trial Committee.

A Trial Commirtee shall be elected ar a special meeting held ac
10:00 A.M., the next business day following the regular mecung of
the Port where the Trial is to take place. Ir shall consist of five
full book members, of which three shall constitute 2 quorum. No
officer, Headquarters Representative, Porc Agent, Port Patrolman,
or other Union personnel may be electd to serve on a Trial Com-
mirtee. No member who intends to be a witness in the pending
wial may serve, nor may any member who cannot, for any reason,
render an honest deécision. It shall be the duty of every member to
decline nomination if he knows, or has reason ro believe, any of
the foregoing disqualifications apply to him. The members of this
committee shall be elected under such generally applicable rules
as are adopted by a majority vote of the membership.

Soction 2. Appeals Committee,

The Appeals Commirttee shall consist of seven full book members,
five of whom shall constitutc a quorum, cleaed at the potr where
headquarters is located. The same disqualifications and duues of
members shall apply with regard to tLis commiree as apply 1o
the Trial Commitce. In addition, no member may serve on an
Appeals Committee in the hearing of an appeal from a Trial
Committee decision, if the said member was a member of the
Trial Commircee.

Section 3, Delegates.

As soon as the President is advised ag to the date and duly
authorized number of delegates to the convention of the Seafarers
International Union of North America, he shall communicate such
facts to the Pore Agent of each Port, together with recommendations
as to generally applicable rules for the election of delegates. These
facts and recommendations shall be announced and read ac the
firse regular meeting thereafrer, Unless changed by a majority vote
of the membership during that meeting, the election rules shall
apply. These rules shall not prohibit any full book member from
nominating himself, The resulis of the election shall be communi-
cated 10 each Porc Agent, posted on the bulletin board, and ane
nounced ac the next regulir meeting of the Pore. Rules of election
hereunder may include provisions for avtomartic election of all
qualified nominees, in the event the number of such nominees does
not exceed the number of delegates to be clected,

Article XV
Trials and Appeals

Section 1, Any member may bring charges against any other
member for the commission of an offense as set forth in this Cone
stinution. These charges shall be in writing and signed by the
accuser, who shall also include his book number. The accuser shall
deliver thete charges to the Pore Agent of the port neacest the place
of the offense, or the port of pay-off, if the offense took place aboard
ship. He shall also request the Pore Agene to present these charges
at the next regular meeting, The accuser may withdraw his
charges before the meeting takes place.
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may be taken thereon, unless tuled otherwise by a
of the membership of the Union within 90 days

majority vote

thereafrer, If the charges are accepted, and the sccused is preseat,
he shall be xummtia'ﬁ’y on notice that be will be teied the fol-
lowing morning. At his request, the trial shall be until

the morning following the next regular meeting, at which time the
Trial Committee will then be elected. He shall also be handed &
written copy of the charges made iast him. .

If the accused is not present, the Port Afeut shall immediately
cause to be senr to him, by registered mail addressed o his lasc
konown mailing address on file with the Union a copy of the
Tharges, the names and book numbsers of the accusers, and 2 noti-
fication, that he must appear with his witnesses, ready for trial the
morning after the next regular meeting, at which meeting the
Trial Commitnee will be clected.

In the event a majority of the membership of the Union shall
vote to accept charges after their rejection by a port, the trial shall
take place in the Port where Headquarters is located, Due notice
thereof shall be given to the accused, who shall be informed of the
name of his accusers, and who shall reccive a written statement
of the charges. At the request of the sccused, transportation and
subsistence shall be provided the accused and his witnesses.

Saction 3. The Trial Committes shall hear all pertinent evidence
and shall not be bound by the rules of evidence required by courts
of law but may receive all relevant testimony. The Trial Committee
may grant adjournments, at the request of the accused. to cn_:ble
him to make a proper defense. In the event the Trial Committee
falls beaeath a quorum, it shall adjourn until a quorum does exist,

Section 4. No trial shall be conducted unless =l the accusers are
present, The Trial Committee shall conduct the trial except that the
sccused shall have the right to cross-examine the accuser, or accusers,
and the witnesses, as well as to conduct his own defense. The accused
may select any member to assist him in his defense ac the trial,
provided, (2), the sasid member is available at the time of the
erial and (b) the said member agrees to render such assistance,
Jf the accused challenges the qualifications of the members of the
Trial Committee, or states that the charges do not adequately inform
him of what wrong he allegedly committed, or the time and place
of such commission, such marcters shall be ruled upon snd dis-
posed of, prior to proceeding on the merits of the defense. The
guile of an sccused shall be found oaly if proven by the weight
of the evidence, and the burden of such proof shall be upon the
sccuser. Every finding shall be based on rthe quality of the evidence

.and not solely on the number of witnesses produced.

Section 5. The Trial Committce shall make findings as o guile
or innocence, and recommendations as to punishment and/or other
Union action deemed desirable in the light of the proceedings. These
findings and recommendations shall be those of a majority of the
commuitee, and shall be in writing, a5 shall be any dissent. The
committee shall forward its findings and recommendations, along
with any dissent to the Port Agent of the port where the trial ook
place, while a copy thereof shall be forwarded to the accused and
the accuscrs, cither in person or by mail addressed ta their lase
known addresses. The findings shal{ include a statement that the
rights of the accused under this Constitution, were properly safe-
guarded. The findings also must contwin the charges made, the date
of the trial, the name and address of the accused, the accuser, and
cach witness; shall describe each document used at the trial; shall
conrain a fair summary of the proceedings, and shall state the
findings as to guilt or innocence. If possible, all documents used at
the trial shall be kept. All findings and recommendations shall be
made a pare of the regular files.

Saction 6. The Port Agent of the Port of Trial shall, upon receipt
of the findings and recommendations of the Trial Committee, cause
the findings and recommendarions to be presented, and entered
into the minures, ac the next regular meeting.

Section 7. The Port Agent shall send the record of the entire
proceedings to headquarters, which shall cause sufficient copies
thereof to be made and sent to, each Port in time for the nexe
regularly scheduled meering.

Section B. At the latter meeting, the proceedings shall be dise
cussed. The meeting shall then vote. A majority vote of the mem-
bership of the Union shall:

(a) Accepe the findings and recommendations, or

(b) Reject the findings and recommendations, or

(c) Accept the findings, but modify the recommendations, or

(d) Order a new rrial after finding that substantial justice has
not been done with regard to the charges, In this evear, a new
ezl shall rake place at the port where headquarters is Jocated
and upon application, the accused, the accusers, and their witnesses
shall be furnished transpormation and subsistence,

Section 9. After the vote set forth in Scction 8, any punishment
go decided upon shall become effective. Headquarters shall cause
notice of the results thereof to be sent ro cach accused and accuser,

Section 10. An accused who has been found guilty, or who is
under effective punishment may appeal ju the following manner:
* He may send or deliver a nonce of appeal to Headquarters
within 30 days after receipt of the nutice of the deasion of the
membership,

Section 11. At the next regular mecting of the port wheee Head-
quarters is located, after receipe of the notice of appeal, the notice
shall be presented and shall then become part of the minutes. An
Appeals Commitee shall then be elected. The Viee-President in
charge of contracts is charged with the duty of presenting the
before-mentioned proceedings and all available documents used as
evidence at the trial o the Appeals Committee, as well as any
written statement of argument submited by the ‘accused. The
accused may argue his appeal in person, if he so desires. The
sppeal shalz be heard at Union Headquarters on the night the
commiteee is elected, It shall be the responsibility of the accused
to insure thar his writen srarement or argument arrives at head.
quarters in time [or such presentation,

Saction 12, The Appeals Committee shall decide the appeal as
scon as possible, consistent with fair consideration of the evidence
and arguments before it Tt may granr adjournments and may
request the accused or accusers to present arguments, whenever
necessary for such fair consideration.

Section 13, The decision of the Appeals Committee shall be by
majority vote, and shall be in the form of findings and recommen-
darions. Dissents wi'l ce allowed, Decisions and dissents shall be in
writing and signed by those participating in such decision or dissent.
In making jts findings and recommendations, the commirtee chall
be governed by the following:

(2) No findiog of guilt sball be reversed if there is substantial

uﬂmammmchnmbg in such duAp;eds
mid not make its m“ﬁndmp‘ nao:in of
evidence,
.(b) In no event shall increased punishment be recommended.
¢) A new teial shall be recommended if the Appeals Committee
(=) that any member of the Trial Commirttee should have
been disqualified, of (b) that the accused was not adequately
informed of the details of the charged offense, which resulted in
his not having been given a fair teial, or (¢) that for any other
reason, the sccused was not givea a fair trial,

(d) If there is not substantial evidence to support a finding of
guile, the A Committee shall recommend that the charge on
which the finding was based be dismissed.

{¢) The Appeals Committee may recommend lesser punishment.

Section 14, The Appeals Committee shall deliver its decision and
dissent, if any, 10 headquarters, which shall cause sufficient copies
to be published and shall have them sent to cach port in time to
reach there before the next regular scheduled meeting. Headquarters
shall also send a copy to each accused and accuser at their last
known address, or notify them in person.

Saction 15, At the meeting indicated in Section 14 of this Article,
the membership, by a majority vote, shall accepe the decision of the
Appeals Committee, or the dissent therein, If.there is no dissent,
the decision of the Appeals Commitice shall stand.

1f & new trial is ordered, thar trial shall be held in the port
where headquarters is located, in the manner provided for in
Section 2 of this Aricle. Any decision so providing for a new trial
shall contain such directions as will insure a fair hearing to the
accused.

Section 16, Headquarters shall notify the accused and each accuser,
either in person or in writing addressed to their Jast known
address, of the results of the appeal. A further appeal shall be
allowed as set forth in Section 17 of this Article,

Soction 17. Each member is charged with knowledge of the pro-
visions of the Constitution of the Seafarers International Union
of North America, and the rights of, and procedure as to, further
appeal as provided for therein, Decisions reached thereunder shall
be binding on all members of the Union.

Section 18. It shall be the duty of all members of the Union to
take all steps within their constitutional power to carry out the
terms of any effective decisions.

Section 19. Every accused shall receive a written copy of the
charges preferred against him and shall be givena reasonable time
to prepare his defend®, but he may thereafter plead guilty and

~waive any or all of the other rights and privileges granted o him

by this Article. If sn sccused has been properly notified of his
wial and fails to awend without properly requesting a postpone-
ment, the Trial Committee may hold its trial without his presence.

Article XVI
Offenses and Penalties

Saction 1. Upon proof the commission of the following offenses,
the member shall be expelled from membership:

(x) Proof of membership in any organization sdvocating the
overthrow of the Government of the Unired States by force;

(b) Acting as an informer against the interest of the Union
or the membership in any organizational campaign;

(c) Acting as an informer for, or agent of, the company against
the interests of the membership or the Union;

(d) The commission of sny act as part of & conspiracy to
destroy the Union.

Saction 2. Upon proof of the commission of any of the following
offenses, the member shall be penalized up to and including a
penalty of expulsion from the Union. In the event the penalty of
cexpulsion is not invoked or recommended, the penalty shall not
exceed suspension from the righes and ?tivilcgcs of membership
for more than two (2) years, or & fine of $50.00 or both:

(2) Wilfully misappropriating or misusing Union property of
the value in excess of $50 00.

(b) Unauthorized use of Union property, records, stamps, seals,
ctc,, for the purpose of personal gain;

(c) Wilful misuse of any office or job, elective or not, within the
Union for the purpose of personal gain, financial or otherwise, of
the wilful refusal or failure to execute the duties or functions
of the said office or job, or gross neglect or abuse in executing
such duties or functions or other serious misconduct or breach of
trust, The President may, during the pendency of disciplinacy
proceedings undec this subsection, suspend the officer or jobbolder
trom exercising the funcuons of the olirce or job, with or without
pay, and designate his temporary replacement.

{d) Unauthorized voting, or unauthorized handling of ballots,
stubs, rosters, verification lists, ballot boxes, or election files, or
election material of any sore;

(¢) Preferring charges with knowledge that such charges are
false;

(f) Muking or transmitting, with intent to deceive, false reports
or communications which fall within the scope of Union business;

(g) Deliberate failure or refusal to join one's ship, or mis-
conduct or neglect of duty aboard ship, to the detriment of the
Union or its agreements;

(h) Deliberate and unauthorized interference, or deliberate and
malicious villiication, with regard to the execution of the duties
of any office or job;

(i) Paying for, or receiving money for, employment aboard a
vessel, exclusive of proper earnings and Union payments;

(j) Wiltul refusal to submit evidence of afhiliation for the
purpose of avoiding or delaying money payments to the Union,
or unauthorizedly transferring or receiving evidence of Union
afhliation, with intent to deceive;

(k) Wilful failure or refusal to carcy out the order of those duly
authorized to make such orders during time of strike.

_ (1) Failure or refusal to pay a fine or assessment within the time
limit set therefor cither by the Constitution or by action taken in
accordance with the Coosturtution,

Saction 3, Upon proof of the commission of any of the following
offenses, members shall be penalized up to and includiog a sus
pension from the rights and prvileges of membership for two (2)
years, or a fine of $50.00 or both:

(2) Wiltully misappropriating or misusing Union property
of the value under $50.00;

(b) Assuming any office or job, whether elective or not with
gnuvev‘lcdgc of the lack of possession of the qualifications required

crefor;

(c)'bﬁmoductduﬂng meeting or other official Union
pmaﬂnt‘uhiam %’niooimd‘:umbymdmm

Section 4, Ui f of the commission of followin
:gm. mmm be penalized up to nndminc?‘ud?:‘t fine

(2) Refusal or wilful failure to be present at sign-ons or pay-offs;
. (b) Wilful failure to submit Unioa book to Union representa-
tives at pay-off;

{c) Disorderly conduct ac pay-off or siga-on;

(d) Refusal to cooperate with Union representatives in dise
charging their duties;

(e) Disorderly conduct in the Union hall;

(f) Gambling in the Union ball;

(g) Negligent failure to join ship,

Saction 5. Any member who has committed an offense penalized
by no more than a fine of $50.00 may elect to waive his righrs
under this Constitution subject to the provisions of Amicle XV,
Section 19 and to pay the maximum- fine of $50.00 to the duly
authotized representative of the Union.

Section 6. This Union, and its members, shall not be deemed 10
waive any claim, of personal or property rights to which it or its
members are entitled, by bringing the member to trial or enforcing
a penalty as provided in this Constitution.

Section 7. Any member under suspension for an offense under
this Article shall continue to pay all dues and assessments and must
observe his duties to the Union, members, offigials, and job holders.

Aritcle XVII
Publications

This Union may publish such pamphlets, journals, newspapers,
magazines, periodicals and general literarure, in such manner as
may be determined, from time to time, by the Executive Board,

Article XVIIl
Bonds

Officers and job holders, whether elected or sppointed as well
as all other employees handling monies of the Union shall be
bonded as required by law.

Article XiIX
Expenditures

Saction 1. In the event no contrary policies or instructions are in
existence, the President may authorize, make, or incur such ex
penditures and expenses as are normally encompassed within the
authority conferred upon him by Article X of this Constitution.

Section 2. The provisions of Section 1 shall similxly apply to
the routine accounting and administrative procedures of the Union
excepe those primarily concerned with trials, appeals, negotiations,
strikes, and elections.

Section 3. The provisions of this Article shall supersede to the
extent applicable, the provisions of Article X of this Constitution,

Article XX
Income

Section 1, The income of this Union shall include dues, initiation
fees, fines, assessments, contributions, loans, interest, dividends, as
well as income derived from any other legitimate business operation
or other legitimate source.

Section 2, An official Union receipt, properly filled out, shall be
given to anyone paying money to the Union or to any person authe
orized by the Union to receive money. It shall be the duty of every
person affiliated with the Union who makes such payments to
demand such receipt.

Section 3. No assessments shall be levied except after a ballot
conducted under such general rules as may be decided upon by a
majority vote of the membership, provided that:

(2) The ballot must be secret.

(b) The assessmenr must be approved by a majority of the
valid ballots case.

Section 4. LExcepr as otherwise provided by law, all payments
by members or other affiliates of this' Union shall be applied suce
cessively to the monetary obligations owed the Union commencin
with the oldest in point of time, as measured from the date o
accrual of such obligation. The period of arrears shall be calculated
accordingly.

Anticle XXI :
Other Types of Union Affiliation

To the extent permirted by law, this Union, by majority vote
of the membership, may provide for affiliation wich it by individ-
ualg in a lesser capacity than membership, or in a capacity other
than membesship, By majority vote of the membership, the Union
may provide for the rights and obligations incident to such capaci-
ties or affiliations, These rights and obligations may include, but
are not limited ro (2) the applicability or non-applicability of all’
or any pare of this Constitution; (b) the terms of such affiliation;
(c) the right of the Union to peremptory rermination of such
affiliation and, (d) the fees required for such affiliation. In no
event may anyone not a ‘member receive evidence of affiliation
equivalent to that of members, receive priority or rights over
members, or be termed a member,

Article XX
Quorums

Saction 1. Unless elsewhere herein otherwise specifically provided,
the quorum for & special mecting of & port shall be six full book
members.

Section 2. The quorum for a regular meeting of a Porr shall be
fifty (50) members.

Section 3. Unless otherwise specifically set forth herein, the
decisions, reports, recommendations, o other functions of any’
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segment of the Union requiting & quorum to act officially, shall be
a majority of those voting, and not be official or effective
unless the quorum requirements are met,

Section 4, Unless otherwise indicated herein, where the require-
ments for a quorum are not specifically set forth, 2 quorum shall
be deemed to be a majority of those composing the applicable
segment of the Union.

Article XXIII
Meetings

Section 1. Regular membership meetings shall be held monthly
only in the following major ports at the following times: ~

During the week following the firse Sunday of every month &
meeting shall be he.d on Monday—at New York; on Tuesday-—at
Philadelphia; on Wednesday—at Baltimore; and on Friday—at

Detroir. During the next week, meetings shall be held on Monday®

at Houston; on Tuesday—at New Orleans and on Wednesday—at
Mobile. All regular membership meetings shall commence at
2:30 P.M. local time. Waoe 2 meeting day falls on a Holiday
officially designated as such by the authonties of the state or
municipality in which a port is located, the port meeting shall
take place on the following business day. Saturday and gunday
shall’ not be deemed business days.

The Area Vice Presidents shall be the chairmen of all regulac
miectings in pores in thier respective areas. In the event the Area
Vice Presidents are unable to awend a regular meeting of a port,
they shall jostruct the Port Agents, or other elected job holders,
to act as chairman of the meetings,

In the event a quorum is not present at 2:30 P.M. the chairman
of the meeting ar the pertinent port shall postpone the opening of
the meeting but in no evene later than 3:00 P.M,

Section 2. A special meeting at a port may be called only at the
direction of the Porc Agent or Area Vice President. No special
meeting may be held, except between the hours of 9:00 A M, and
5:00 P.M. Notice of such meeting shall be posted at lease two hours
in advance, on the pore bulletin board.

The Area Vice Presidents shall be the chairmen of 2il special
meetings in ports in their respective aress. In the event the Arca
Vice Presidents are unable o artend a special meeting of a port,
they shall instruce the Pore Agents, or other elected job holders, to
act as chairmen of the meetings,

The contents of this Section 2 are subject to the provisions of
Article XI11I,.Section 4(a).

Section 3. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, all regular
mectings shall be governed by the following:

1. The Union Constitution.
2. Majority vote of the members assembled,

Article XXIV

Definitions and Miscellaneous Provisions
Relating Thereto

Section 1. Incapacity. Unless ‘otherwise set forth or dealt with
herein, the term “incapacity,” shall mean any illness or situation
preventing the affected person from carrying our his duties for more
than 30 days, provided thae this does not resulc in a vacancy.
However, nothing contained in this Article shall be ‘deemed two
prohibit the execution of the functions of more than one job
and/or office in which event no incapacity shall be deemed to
exist with regard to the regular job or office of the one aking over
the duties and functions of the one incapacitated, The period of
incapacity shall be the time during which the circumstances exist,

Soction 2. Unless otherwise set forch or dealtc with herein, the
term "vacancy' shall include failure to perform the functions of any
office or job by reason of death, or resignation, ot suspension from
membership or expulsion from the Union with no further right to
appeal in accordance with the provisions of Article XV of this
Constitution,

Section 3. When applicable to the Union as a whole the term,
“majority ‘vote of the membership”, shall mean the majority of all
the valid votes cast by full book members at an official meeting of
those ports holding a. meeting, This definition shall prevail not.
withstanding that one or more ports cannot hold meetings because
of no quorum, For the putpose of this Secuon, the erm “meeting”

"shall refer to those mectings to be held during the time period
within which a vote must taken in accordance with the Con.
stitution and the custom and usage of the Union in the indicated
priority.
« Seetion 4, \When applicable zolely to pore action eand not con-
cerned with, or related to, the Union as & whole, and not forming
g:n of a Union-wide vote, the term, "majority vote of the mem-
rship”, shall refer 1o the majority of the valid votes cast by the
full book members at any meeting of the Port, regular or special,

. Section 5. The term, "membership action”, or reference thereto,
shall mean the same as the rerm “"majority vote of the membership”.,

Section 6. Where the title of any office or job, or the holder
thereof, is set forth in this Constitution, all references thereto and
the provisions concerned therewith shall be deemed o be equally
applicable to whomever is duly acting in such office or job.

Saction 7. The term “Election Year" shall be deemed to mean .

vhat celendar year prior to the calendar year in which elected offi-
cials and other ¢elected job-holders are required to assume office.
The first election year hereunder shall be deemed to be 1960.

Section B, The terms, “this Constitution”, end “this amended
Constitution”, shall be deemed to have the sane meaning and shall
refer to the Constitution which takes the place of the one adopted
by the Union in 1939, s amended up through August, 1956,

Section 9. The term, "member in good standing”, shall mean a
member whose monetary obli
for thirty days or more, or who is not under suspension or expul-
sion effective in accordance with this Constitution, Unless othec-
wise expressly indicated, the term, “member”, shall mean a member
in good standing.

Section 10, Unless plainly othetwise requi.ed by the context of
their use, che terms “Union book", "membership book”, and “book”,
shall mean official evidence of Union membership.

Section 11, The term “full book™ ot “full Union book" shall mean
only an official certificate issued ag evidence of Union membership
which, can be attained only by those members who "have first
scquired the highest seniority raung set forth in the standard
collective bargeining agreement, :

Sectlon 12, The term, "full book member”, shall mean & member
to whom u full book has been duly issued and who is enritled to
setain it in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution,

rions to the Union are not in arrears '

Article XXV
Amendments

This Constitution.shall be amended in the following manner:

Section 1. Any full book member may submit st-any regular
meeting of any Port proposed ame ts to this Constirution
in resolution form. If a majority vote of the membership of the
Port spproves it, the proposed amendment shall be forwarded to
all Ports for further action,

Sectlon 2. When a proposed amendment iz sccepted by & ma.
jority vote of the membership, it shall be referred o 2 zonstitq-
tional Committee in the Port where Headquartets 32 located, This
Committee shall be composed of six full book members, two from
each department and shall be elected in accordance with such
rules as are established by a majority vote of that Port. The Com«
mittee will act on all proposed amendmenis referred to it. The
Committee may receive whatever advice and assistance, legal or
otherwise, it deems necessary. It shall cﬁrepare 2 report on the
amendment together with any proposed changes or substitutions or
recommendations and the reasons for such recommendations. The
litter shall then be submitted to the membership by the President.
1f a majority vote of the membership approves the amendment as
recommended, it shall then be voted upon, in & yes or no vote by
the membership of the Union by secret ballot in accordance with
the procedure outlined in Article XIII, Section 3(b)- l}:rough
Section 3, except that, unless otherwise required by a majority vote
of the membership ac the time it gives the approval necessary to
put the referendum to a vore, the Union Tallying Committee shall
consist of six (6) full book membets, two from each of the three
(3) departments of the Union, elected from Headquarters Port.
The amendment shall either be printed on the ballor, or if too
lengthy, shall be referred to on the baliot. Copies of the amendment
shall be posted on the bulletin boards of all ports and made avail-
able at the voting site in all ports,

Section 3. If approved by a majority of the vajid ballots cast,
the amendment shall become effective immediately upon notifica-
tion by the Headquarters Tallying Committee to the President that
the amendment has been so approved, unless otherwise specified
in the amendmenr, The President shall immediately norify all ports
of the results of the vore on the amendment.

Article XXVI
Transition Clause

Section 1. It is the purpose and intent of this Article to provide
for an orderly transition from Union operations and activities
3s poverned by the Constitution in effect prior to the adoption
of this amended Constitution, to operations and activities conducted
in accordance with this amended Constitution, Accordingly, the
following sections are to be given the interpretation required to
effecuate the foregoing purpose and intent,

Section 2. All routine administrative, accounting, and other similar
procedures and processes of this Union, in effect immediately
prior to the adoption of this amended Constitution shall*pe deemed
to be permitted hervender and shall continue in effece unless or
until changed, in accordance with the provisions hereof,

Section 3. All methods and means of collecting and disbursing
Union funds, all segregations of Union funds, rules of order
generally followed, bonding procedures, reinstatement procedures,
and any other practices or procedure, in_ effect immediately prior
to the adoption of this amended Constitution, shall be deemed
to be permited hereunder, and shall continue in effect unless or
until changed in accordance with the provisions hereof.

Saction 4. All Union policies, customs, and usage, including those
with regard to sdmission into membership, in effect immediately
prior to the adoprion of this amended Constitution, shall be deemed
to be permitied hereunder and shall continue in effect unless or
until changed in accordance with the -provisions hereof.

Soction 5. All officers and other jobholders elected as a result of
the balloting held by this Union during November and December
of 1958, who are serving at the time of the adoption of this
amended Conswitution, shall continue to serve, withour reduction
in salary, in the office most closely related to the one held prior 1o
that adoption, and for a term not to exceed that for which be
was elected in the balloting held in 1958. For this purpose the
following table sets out the new office and job, the present nearest
equivalent in terms of functions presently performed, and the
identity of the person occupying it. The adoption of this amended
Constitution shall constitute ratification of this table,

New Title Individual 0ldTile
President PAUL HALL Secretary-Treasuree
Executive Assistant Secretary-
Vice-President CAL TANNER Treasurer
Vice-President in
charge of Contracts oy
and Contract Assistarit Secretary-
Enforcement CLAUDE SIMMONS Treasurer
Vice-President in ;
charge of the Assistant Secreaary-
Atlantic Coast EARL SHEPPARD Treasurer
Vice-President in .
charge of the Assistane Secretary-
Gulf Coast Linpsey WILLIAMS Treasurer
Vice-President in Boston Port Agent
charge of the Lakes and Administrative
and Inland Waters AL TANNER Director of Great
Lakes District
(To be filled by the
President in autd-
ance with Constitu=
Secretary-Treasurer VACANCY tion)
Headquarters Assistant Secretary-
Representative BiLL HALL Treasurex
Headquarters Assistant Secretary-
Representative EDp MOONEY Treasurer
Headquarters Assistant Secretary-
Representative Jos VOLPIAN Treasurer

Since no elected officer or jobholder currentdy performs the
functions of the new office of Secretary-Treasuter, that office shall
be filled by the President pursuant to Article X, Section 1(j) of
this Constitution, From the date of the adoption of this Constitu-
tion, the officers, as sbove described, shall execute the powers and
functions, and assumethe responsibilities of the said offices as sec
forth in this Constitution. :

EXHIBIT A
Minimal requirements to be contained in Constitution

‘of subordinate bodies and divisions chartered by or

affiliated with the Seafarers International Union of
Noﬂhp"mdl\meriu_—Aﬂanﬁc, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters
I .

All members shall bave equal rights and privileges, subject to
reasonable rules and regulations, contained in this Constitution,
including secree election, freedom of speech, the right to hold office
and the right of secret votes on assessment and dues increases,
in sccordance with the law.

No member may be automatically suspended from membership
except for non-payment of dues, and all members shall be afforded
2 fair hearing upon written charges, with a reasonable time to pre-
pare defense, whea accused of an offense under the Constitution.

This Union i¢ chartered by (and/or affiliated with), the Sea«
farers International Union of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes
and Inland Warers District, and this Constitution and any amend-
ments thereto, shall not take effect unless and unil approved as set
forth in the Constitution of that Union,

v

An object of this Union is, within its reasonable capacity, to
promote the welfare of, and assist, the Seafarers International Union
i,)" North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Warers

istrict.

v

The charter {and/or affiliation) relationship between this Union
and the Seafarers Internarional Union of North America—Atlantic,
Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters Districe shall nor be dissolved so
Jong as at least wn members of this Union, and the Seafarers
International Union of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and
Inland Warers District acting through its Executive Board wish to
continue such relationship.

Vi

No amendment to this Constitution shall be effective unless and
until approved by ar least 2 ewo-thirds vote of the membership in a
secret referendum’ conducted for that purpose. In. any evenr, the
adoption of this Constitution and any amendments thereto, will not
be effective unless and until compliance with Article 11 of the
Constiration of the Seafarers International Union of North America
~Atlanric, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters Districe is firse made,

Vil

The Seafarers International Union of Nerth America—Atantic,
Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters Districe shall bave the right to
check, inspece and make copies of all the books and records of thig
Union upon demand.

vill

This Union shall not take any action which will have the efect
of reducing its net assets, calculated through recognized accounting
procedures, below the amount of its indebtedness to the Seafarers
International Union of North America—Atlanric, Gulf, Lakes and
Inland Waters Disteict, unless approved by thar Union through its
Executive Board,

IX

So long as there exists any indebtedness by this Union to the
Seafarers International Union of North America—Atdlantic, Gulf,
Lakes and Inland Waters District, that Union shall have the right
10 appoint & fepresenative or representatives to this Union who
shall have the power to attend all meetings of this Union, or its
sub-divisions, or governing boards, if any; and who shall have
access 1o all books and records of this Union on demand. This
representative, or these representanives, shall be charged with the
duty of assisting this Union and its membership, and acting as a
liaison between the Seafarers International Union of North America
—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Warers District and this Union,

X

So long as any unpaid per capita tax, or any other indebtedness
of any sort, is owed by this Union to the Seafarers Internarional
Union of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters
District, such indebtedness shall constitute a first lien on the assets
of this Union, which lien shall nor be impaired without the written
approval of the Seafarers International Union of North America—e
Atiantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters District acting through
its Executive Board,

Xi

The per capita tax payable by this Union to the Seafarers Inter-
national Unien of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and
Inland Waters District shall be that which is hxed in accordance
with the terms of the Constitution of that Union,

Xn

This Constitution and actions by this Union pursuant thereto
are subject to those provisions of the Constitution of the Seafarers
International Union of North America—Adantic, Gulf, Lakes and
Inland Waters Disteice pertaining to affiliation, disafhliation, teustee-
ships, and the granting and removal of charters.

- Xl

This Union shall be affiliated with the Seafarers Tnternational
Union of North America through the Seafarers Internarional Union
of North America—Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Wacters Dis-
teice. It shall share in, and participate as pare of, the delegation of
that Districe to the Convention of the Seafarers International Unioa
of North Ametica in accordance with the provisions of the Con-
stitution of the Seafarers Jaternational Union of North America—
Atlantic, Gulf, Lakes and Inland Waters District,




EVERY SEAFARER IS GUARANTEED

Protection of the rights and privileges guaranteed
him under the Constitution of the Union.

The right to vote.

The right to nominate himself for, and to hold,
any office in the Union.

That every official of the Union shall be bound
to uphold and protect the rights of every member
and that in no case shall any member be deprived
of his rights and privileges as a member without
due process of the law of the Union.

The right to be confronted by his accuser and to
be given a fair trial by an impartial committee of
his brother Union members if he should be
charged with conduct detrimental to the welfare
of Seafarers banded together in this Union.

The right to express himself freely on the floor of
any Union meeting or in commitiee.

The assurance that his brother Seafarers will
stand with him in defense of the democratic prin-
ciples set forth in the Constitution of the Union.
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