Curran mark them!

- The time has arrived to fight! The time has arrived to serve notice upon our enemies that the SIU has no intention of
foiding up shop and reiurning the seamen to ine days of the Fink Hall and slavery! In 1939, 12,000 men banded togeiher in éhe
SIU to protect themselves against the avaricious shipowners and the reactionary politicians—they will not disband now! Let
the shipowners mark these words! Let the Maritime Commission mark them! Lei Knox and Macauley and Land and Joe

MARITIME UNIONS GIRDING FOR

A LIFE AND DEATH STRUGGLE

THE CAMPAIGN TO SMASH THE MARITIME UNION MOVEMENT APPROACHED A CLIMAX THIS WEEK IN ' |

WASHINGTON, D. C., AS SECRETARY OF THE NAVY KNOX “STUDIED” A PLAN TO ABSORB THE MERCHANT MA-
RINE INTO THE NAVY, THE WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATION CALLED FOR THE FINK HIRING HALL, AND-
THE NATIONAL MARITIME UNION LAUNCHED A PROGRAM OF APPEASEMENT BY DEMANDING A SUPER-
* BOARD. WITH POWER TO GIVE AWAY ALL THE BENEFITS THE SEAMEN HAVE WON OVER THE PAST YEARS OF

ARERS Joq
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UNION BUSTING PROPOSITIONS

WAR SHIFPING ADMINISTRATIONS
FINKEY CAMPAIGN

An effactive orogram for the soiving of the

quastions of the discipline and manning of the

American Merchant Marine should contemplate: -
1. Immediate requisition for use by bareboat

charter of all seagoing vessels, with the exception

of such special categories as may be agreed upon:

2. The operation of the vessels for Gevernment
account by the present operators, under agency con-
tract, with provision for elimination  or reduction of
fee when vessel is not in operation.

3". Establishment of a Division of Manning in the
War Shipping Administration which shall have the
responsibility ‘for the personnel employed in ships
of the American Merchant Marine for the gluration
of the war. . .
' a. Consult with the managing agents, which

have collective. bargaining agreements .with
the maritime unions, and the unions on the
elimination or modification of clauses in the
eiisﬁng_ collective bargaining agreements
which will interfere in the war sffort, .

b. Participate in the various Government pro-
grams for recruitment and training of per-
sonnel. _

‘ '."Coordinhte the various Government agencies

: admvinistering laws pertaining to discipline
" on board ship. :

* d. Eliminate disloyal olements from the present ;

personnei of the Merchant Marine.
o. Direct and coordinate the various Govern-
‘ ment agancies issuing seamen’s idanﬁfic?tion
papers.

4. In order that there shall be adoguate protec-
tion against arbitrary action, there shall be created
within the War Shipping ‘Administration a, Board on
w‘hich ths managing agents and the unicns shall be
equally represented, and the Chairman of which :l?all
rep'reéent the Government, which shall determ!no
wages, war risk bonuses, and insurance, wo-rl.ung
conditions, and ths extent to which the provisions
o% oxijting collective bargaining agreements shall be
maintained or modified in the interest of the war
effort. ! 2

6. The Division of Manning shall make an imme-
diate survey 'of - existing personnel in order to de-
‘termine an accurate labor inventory. '

' a. Securs .a statement from officers of the
i unions as to. membership. g
. (Continued on Page 1)

. The problems -uf recruitnrent; disciptine-and-main-

. More specificaily, these problems are those of

. The

. It s therefore';propo“d.that by~ Executive Order

NMU'S PROPOSED SELL-OUT -

tenance of efficiency and safety for merchant
marine personnel are important and difficult at
all times; in times of war, these problems are
even more difficult and more important and the
maintenance of the lifeline of our merchant
marine for men and supplies becomes of para-
mount significance to our .nation's safety and
must be taken care of above all other considera-
tions. 2 ' '

a. Availability of personneél including manning,
training ‘and promotion;

b. Discipline, oﬁ board ship and in domestic
and foraig'p ports; © ¢

c. The systematic elimination of disloyal ele-
ments; -

d. The waiving by ‘mutual’ agreement of such
collective bargaining provisicns as may be
found to interfere with the war effort; and

e, The improved facilities for safety at sea.

experience of the other nations engaged in
this war, particularly’ Great Britain, as well as a
correct analysis of the:pioblems outlined hersin,
demonstrate that the situation can only be’ made
worse by ‘elimination or diserganization’ ‘of the
existing administrative set-ups and the substitu-.
tion of a military regime which must be created
anew. The answer lies in the improvement of the
existing administration by the dofinite'ﬁxing of
responsibility as well as authority in the hand-
ling of other personnel problems for the merchant
marine.

a Maritime Personnel Board bhe set up under the
War Shipping Administrator in cooperation with
the ship operators and the organizations represent-
ing the unlicensed and licensed personnel with the
full responsibility -and the necessary broad powers
to effectuate such steps as are found necessary
to accomplish the most efficient results in_ the
operation of the vessels of the United States
merchant marine. Such Maritime Personnel Board
“ shall consist of a chairman and vice-chairman
designated by :the War - Shipping Administrator,
one representative each for the licensed personnel
deck officers, licensed. marine engineers, licensed
radio operators, and the unlicenssd persgnnel with

(Condinned on Page 4)

bitter struggle.

Under the false cloak of patriotism, the -profit-mad
shipowners, the revengeful labor-hating politicians and
the Stalinist leaders of the NMU have joined in the all-out
effort to strike maritime labor down; to chain it with bu-
reaucratic red tape and then so systematically rob it of
wages and conditions and security.

At the left are printed in full the text of two propos-
als—one drawn up by the leaders of the National Mari-
time Union, the other by the War Shipping Administra--
tion. Study these proposals carefully. Under the thin
venecer of patriotism lie the ugly chains that will return

you to slavery.

: Either of these proposals means the end of the mari-
time union movement. Without a labor union to protect

and fight for_you, the shipowners will have you at their
mercy. You know what that means!

These proposals must be fough:
strength-we possess:-It-is-not-o
a struggle involving afl maritime Unions. A

Front of sea labor must be formed
at once!

The Marine Cooks and Stewards,
the Masters, Mates and Pilots, the
MEBA, the MFOW and the rank
and file of the NMU must all
unite—and at once! There is not a
day, not an hour to be lost. The
enemy is well organized and on the
offensive and they have their own
slimey agents within our ranks—
the criminally false leaders of the
NMU!

This move is not only an offen-
sive against maritime labor, it is
part of the campaign against the
entire Jabor movement throughout
the country. These vultures will
not be content until -all the great
unions of the AFL and CIO lie
prostrate bengath the heel of the
bosses. They attack maritime first
because we: have been divided and
therefore more vulnerable.

The time for division is past.
Unity, a practical working unity
is needed. With such unity we will
be able to.isolate those NMU-Judas
Iscariots among us and present a
solid fighting front to Knox and
“Banana” Robson and their ilk.

Don’t think that the shipowners
and their paid politicians won’t
back up if-they see us all prepared
to fight this issue to the end. They
can’t man the entire merchant
fleet with finks! There are not
enough of them to go around. And
they don’t have the guts to face
the subs every day and night the
way Union men do.

L 4

with every ounce o .
broad Usited.

THE GOVERNMENT
PLAN '

Turn now to column one and
read over again the proposal drawn
by the War Shipping Administra-
tion. -

The very opeaing paragraph sets .

up the moth-eaten beef about lack =

of discipline aboard ships. There
are a few performers aboard the

ships, of course, but to smear the

entire union movement because of

them is underhanded and dishonest.

It gives the public a false impres-

sion of the thousands of union men

who are real heros in the battle of

the supply lines.

Paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 provide

that the Government: shall ¢ake -

over the merchant fleet by bare-

boat charter and will be responsible
for manning the ships through a°

“Manning Board.” In other words, %

the government is going to guar-"
antee that the operators will con~
tinue to make a profit out of their
boats and is going to act as a po-
liceman to see that they don’t have"
labor trouble. Let no one talk of
equal sacrifice of both labor and

(Continued on Page 4)

What Price Patriotism?

The Atlantic, Gulf & West In-
dies Steamship Lines, in a re-
port to stockholders made pub-
lic today, announced a net oper-
ating profit of $2,963,428 for
1941, an increase of $2,722254
over the preceding year.
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‘boat. @n another only one was lost

- thcy were picked-up. Being torpedoed is old stuff for
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JEEVES: You appear iircd, sir..
SHIPOWN ER: Humph! Did You cver try to chisel the 8.1.U.2

Out of the Foes’l
b
q. 7.

Every week more and more surviyors are reaching Headquarters
and telling John Hawk and Harry Collins of their experiences, as
they wait for their duplicate books. Within the week we had lost four

- ships. I none of the crow reach any of the branches there is no way

of Jgnuwmg ‘how many shxps were lost as the Navy refuses to comment.

On one of our ships 23 brothers were lost in launching a life
.+ . Bro. Hart A. B. kept blowing
that whiscle as the ship sank. On another ship four of the brothers
wete lost, the ship having been torpedoed 300 miles from New York
as it was completing a 6 months trip to the Red Sea. The brothers
felt con.ﬁdcnt they were gomg to finish the trip without mishap. The
suryivors. were 54 hours in a life boat before they were picked-up by
a Greek: ship whose Captain treated the boys royaly. It was good to
se¢ that old Calmar stiff, Gharles Bush, among the survivors. He’s
been on a binge for a week celebrating his good fortune.

Many brothers were gl-” to hear that John Tuerin was safe . . |
he and the Bosun were afloat on the gangway for seven days before
the Mad Rus-
sian, John haying had his fill of it in the fast war.

Many of the boys remember Capt. Albert Nielsen when he was
Mate aboard the Panama City, and the headaches he used to give the
SiU. He was later made Captain aboard another ship. He and his crew
have been lost. Bro. Otto Balzar, has reached New York from Frisco,
to tell about his good fortune. Twenty-eight of the brothers were lost.
on his ship. When he informed us how the brothers were lost, we
just kad to get a drink.

How about pushing that slogan 2 little harder —*
RAFTS FOR SEAMEN.” & oY &

52 A L b

A WORD WITH

My but what questions I had to
answer during the past couple of
weeks on why the Log did not ap-
pear regularly, Dozens of times I
told the Brothers in tihe hospltals
that our Editor was at the Con-
vention in ’Frisco and was g
to get out a special Convention is-
sue. Even my good friend Mrs..
Joseph Murphy at the LL.A. of-
fice called me to find out the rea-
son for the delay in receiving her
copy.

We had to wait a while for our
paper, but as far as I'm concerned
it was worth it. Thc specxal con-
vention issue of the Log and Sailor!
is packed full of news and valu-
able information. It is an 8 page
affair and looks mighty 1mpiesswe.
I know that all our laid ‘
Brothers will be delighted to re-
ceive it.

) @

Two weeks ago Brother J. D.
French died and was buried by the
Union. We sent a beautiful floral
piece to the funeral as gur way of
expressing our sympathy to his
dear wife and family.

LX) LA]

The body of Brother Burton'
Ro,gets who was lost this h at'
sea, is--on -its way to. New York.|
The funeral will be held this com-

|ing week. 1

(4} -

Brother Lenard Kay, who was'
almost blinded with sulphur whiie'
employed on the Unico, has been
d:scharged from the Marine Hosp:-
tal in Staten Island. He spent.
nearly two months there. We wxsh
him all the luck in the world.

o Q

James Saunders was on pass for
Easter so I didn’t get to se¢ him!
when I visited the hospital. The
rest of the boys are doing OK. '

PERSONALS

MICHAEL THOMAS CASSIDY
Your sister is anxious to hear
from you. She is in New .Orieans.:
Address, Mrs. Holen Fman. '
* * = )
LEROY F. KNIGHT
It is important that you check in
with the Eighth Corps Area Head-
quarters at Fort Sam Houston Jn-
Texas.

* * *

CHRIS MULKEY
Your father is worned about you
and has beon trying to traop your_'
whereabouts all over the past’ and
west coast. Your Grandmother has’
also made inquiries. Get in touch
with them to ease _their mmds
about your safety. Your parents are
now at 215 13th Strect, N, E.,, At-|
lanta, Ga.
» '* L]
JOHN BLACK
You can recover $300 by execut-
ing some papers at room 1511, 15,
Moore Street, New York City. |
* * *
ANTHONY SCHIAVONE
ext timo you are in New York
please see Miss Sclar in the Socre-
tary-Treasurer's office on the 2nd
floor. e §
* * %
FORD HATHAWAY HEMPERLEY'
The New Orledns Praff Board
1as not cleared you for deferrment
as yet. Straighten this out with

;

B

them at once.

.28, 1911 tngcemg)erm m»d

REPORT ON GULF BEEFS BY,
M. D. BIGGS, DISTRICT REP.

ATTENTION CREW OF THE SS PONCE DE LEON
WHO PAID OFF AT BALTIMORE ON FEB. 3rd.

Your overtime dispute regarding shifting ship from Buenos Mrep
to Santa ¥Fe and return has been settled in fayor of the crew and
can be collected by wntlng to Captain Stewart, Waterman 88 Com-
pany, Mobile, Alabama. All of the overtime for the Black Gang has
been sent to me and checked with the Company so their checks are
rcudy to bo mailed out just as soon as the Company can rec.elyp
letters from the men giving their addresses, The entire Stewards
Department of seven men are entitled to 20 hours each which will
be paid upon receipt of your letter. The Deck Department has a total
of 210 hours coming to them as near as we could figure by the log but
there is no way of finding out which men were on each watch and
whether any one was missing or not, The Deck Department Delegate
will bave to forward me his overtime sheets the same as the Black
Gang Delegate has alxea.dy done before the Company will know just
who to pay this money to. In the future when an ov ertime dispute
is refer red to another Port it will ellminate a lot of delay and corres-
pondence if the Delega.tes v&lll tomnrd copies of the overtime sheets

to the man who is to handle the dispute,

ATTENTION CREW OF THE 88 WARIOR WHO PAID
OFF IN NEW ORLEANS ON MARCH 21, 1942

You were paid off with $80.00 or 809, War Bonus (which ever is
greater) for the date of signing articles in July until December 7th
and 8100 or 100% War Bonus (which ever is greater) from Docembor
7th until the arﬁc.m were terminated. This dispute has been uuuled
in favor of the crew and every membor of the crew is entitler to the
difference between $80.00 or 80¢; (whichever is greater) and $100.00
or 10095 (whichever is greater) for the date of signing articles in
July until December 7th. This is a difference of not less than §20.00
per month for each member of the crew which should amount to

over §100 per man and can .be collected by writing toCaptain Stew-

art, Waterman S8 Company. Mobile, Alabama.

ATTENTION CREW OF THE SS JEAN LAFITI'-E
WHO PAID OFF IN MOBILE FEBRUARY 17, 1942,

You were paid off in Moblle wﬂ:h a War Bonps of $60,00 per month

from July 11, 1941 to @x 18, 1 0.00 per month from Augunt
44 :yat ri&% per month (which-

over is poo.tcr) from Dooomber 1, 1941 to Februeary 17, 1042, How-
Qver, x_ﬁar pavtn: off op the ship the men were told to go by the
Mobile Office of the Waterman SS Company and collect the dltter-

ence between the §60.00 per month and the $80,00 per month from -

July -1 1941 to August 16, 1941, Some of the men did this, but a
numbar of tho crew left town without going by the office. The dis-
pute lww been settled In favor of the crew and they are to recelyg
510000 or 1009% per month (whichever i8 greater) from the date of
sxgning artlcles untﬂ they were pald off in Mobne In other words
the enune crew has 8100 00 or 1009, per month (whlchever is gres.ter)
comlng to thom from July 11, 1941 until December 7, 1941 less vqhat
they were peud in the form of War Bonus between these dates when
they were pa.ld off on the vessel. This will run into :,weral thousand
dollars and will bc mailed to you just as soon as you write Captain
bu.wa,rt Watermgm SS Company, Mobile, Alabama.

The Deck I‘nglnenr . W. Murphy, on this trip was placed on_

watch as an Oiler due to a shortago of men, He turned t,o overtime
for every watch stood during the voyage and this beef ha,s baen mttled
in his favor for the sum of $667.00. This 15 in addition 1o hls regula.r
oyertime and the difference in the bonus, If Brother Murphy has
alrea,dy collected hls overtlme and the qifference in the Wu Bonus
betwoen the $60.00 pr month and the §80.00 per month he still has
more \ar Bonus money coming to him which has not been paid.
Through an error in the Waterman Office the auditing department

vas onl) ordered yesterday to pay t»» entire voyage off at $100 or
100% (whk,h(wr is greator) so I ¥ .4 advise all members of this

crew to v.xit(: Captain Stewart ir-ucediately and get the balance of
the money due them.

In regarlls to the other call into the Port of Aden which a Port
Bonus of 815 00 was cluimed by the crew, I secured an extract trom
the shlps !og for this date which shows the following: On the shlps
Yoyage from Cape Town to.Port S‘wudan the Naval Ottlcers atopped
the \essel off the entrancé of Aden for an examination. At 4: 10 P.M.
.he shlp stopped and the Examining Officer came a,broad She an-
chomd ln 16 ranthoms of “uter off entrance huoy to Adcn at 4:34 P.
The l’atrol Orﬂoen came abroad at 6:15 P.M. and dopm’ted at 8:30
PM At 6:35 PM Anchor aweigh and full ahead. The Compu.ny
claims tha:. the shlp was not inside the cptrance buoy whlch is ye-
nfied by the log and that tho ship was considered at sea durlng thls
time Also tlmt the ship only entered the Port of Aden once durlng

m@ the ren.l score Othexwlse I can not go any further wlth thiq beet.

ROBERT SCOTT HARRIS -TH,E,ODORE GEORGE CYR

Your baby is very sick. Get in
1;ouoh with your wife at 3975 23rd| YO SN

Qtree‘t, Detroit, Mcehwan. FRANGIS MoLAUGHLIN

Your, Draft Board is looking for

% W ®
G. W. MURPHY'

Your ,boef was settled in New
Orleann for tho amount of $667 plus
the overtime whggh amounts to
$183.66 plus the difference in bonus
due to Board revisions.

Wa have received “the followmg

' meaugo for you. It was sent by

your father: “Dear Son: Grandma
is very sick so please write or come
home  at once. News from you
would help her recovery. Edward is
leaving the end of the month
{March).”

'8
A .
, s
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PHILADELPHIA
By
JOSEPH FLANAGAN

- Well, Brothers, this dismal week
wound up bringing winter back
again, more shipmates died, more
ships sunks and more good union

4men suffered the untold tortures
of exposure in very uncertain life-
boats. Many lives could have been
saved had the shipowners complied
with the mn’s requests for protec-
tive measures against such situa-
tions long before we entered this
war. As long as three years ago in-
flated rubber suits were asked for,
and were denied the men. No short-
.age of rubber was prevalent then.
On whose shoulders rests the con-
sequences. We need only to look at
the daily papers to know what
type of men are ‘responsible for
such disregard for our welfare and
protection.

However, we still have ships and
still have good American seamen
to sail them.” Whose sole thought
15, to help their country. We also
still have plenty of beefs. Picture
a brand new ship, built on modern
lines, super duper cargo areas,
everything thought of for the care
and protection of same. Then we
go to see what the Gods have bless-
ed the crews with., Surely many
meédern  conveniences would be
forthcoming (we hoped). This i§
what we found. Cubby holes for
quarters. The men were more
cramped than they were on sailing
ships. No ventilating facilities,
poor heating systems, toilets stink-
ing, due to lack of ventilation,
washrooms without any heating
dystem in them at all, and believe
it or not, no place for the crew to
wash clothing in. Not even a steam
line to at least boil them. No, the
above discription is not some two
hundred-year-old tub resting at the.
bottom of the ocean, but is a brand
new Liberty Type ship.

When the Maritime Commission
Representative was notified about
these ultra modern conviences, he
stated bc couldn’t even put the
steam line in without an act of
Congress or special board meeting.
Since then he has been hard to
find. Methinks he is deliberately
avoiding us. This situation is pre-
valent on also the Liberty Type
ships that came to this foul port
so far.

A number of our goodly broth-
ers have returned from distant
shores with grandoise tales. A four
thousand dollar log bill story top-
ped them all though. We under-
stand that our inflated District
Representative Harry Collins has
been successful in cutting this
down to a mere fraction of this
sum. Nice going Harry. May your
headaches be lightened this Easter-
tide.

- Brother Lynch, in a hurry to
got to work, dashed madly from
Phis cozy room and landed at the

Around the Ports

twisted ankle which kept him in
bed for three days, but he is on
the job again scttling beefs and
such, Brother Lester the Nester
Van Horn substituted for him,

George Karpetos, our classical
Greek, just blew in from the Sew-
age Canal. His tall tales obsorbed
the young boys attention around
here, until Wimpy Gillis started to
relate his trying experiences around
the wilds of South Philadelphia.
George was nonplussed to say the
least. Wimpy would be like that.

NEW ORLEANS
By
“BUCK” STEPHENS

Things running pretty smooth
down here in the fair city. Still
plenty of jobs and no takers. This
morning as I write there are 14
jobs on the board and 4 men in
the hall. So you can see what we
are up against here for manning
the ships. I think the army is get
ting a few of our Stewards depart-
ment and Black Gang men, one of
the draft boards here will only
exempt men with an "Able Sea-
man’s License.” They turned a
cook down that had been going to
sea for 14 years or better. Pretty
salty birds on the drait boards, no
wonder we are short Cooks and
Black Gang men.

Been makmg the hospltal regu-
lar and once in a while run across
men who have been in there a
couple of weeks and received no
benefits. I would like to remind
the boys that the Agent, Patrol-
men and Dispatcher here in New
Orleans have stamped postcards
with the hall address on them, for
the asking. Then when a man goes
to the hospital he can put his
name and book number on the
card and drop it in any mail box.
This will make certain that the
delegate will not miss him on the
following Friday. If no one is able
to do this they can get someone to
call the hall- for them. The two
bucks on Friday sure comes in
handy.

Made the S. S. Antinious with
Bro. Armstrong when she came in
and everything was squared away
O.K. There were two men aboard
from-the Railway Express Co., sell-
ing travelers checks. Quite a few
of the boys bought them, and J
know for a certainty that the next
day a couple of them were damn
glad they had. Usually when a
seaman gets pretty gassed up he
winds up minus all his cash. These
traveler checks are of no use to
anyone but the person they are is-
sued to, and if they are lost the
cash is refunded after a certain
length of time. When we are roll-
ed fot our cash it is never refund-

Thng trip it would be a good idea
to call up and have a Railway Ex-
press Agent down to the ship and
get a baich of these checks, they
only cost 75c for a $100.00 of

bottom of the stairs. Result, a

ed. So when you pay off from a}

TAMPA
By
D. L. PARKER

Well Brothers, we are having
some real summertime weather
down here in the good old Sunny
South and Jug Head Parker and
myself are as happy as a couple of
dead pigs in the sunshine. We had
the Pan York and the Pan Cres-
cent in the past week and except
for having to shake down the
woods all day Sunday for Oilers
and AB’s everything was pretty
smooth.

We had a Brother on the Pan
Crescent who died at sea one day
out of Tampa. He was a permit
man but he had the makings of a
good union man. The man was
George W. Morton, Permit No.
2632,

All of the new officials are off to
a good start now and it looks like
a great year if we watch our step
and don’t give the big boys any
openings to crack down on us. We
have got to realize that the ship
owners are not the only ones we
have to watch nowadays.

Well, I finally shanghaied Bill
(Gas Hound) Young out of here
so it will be safe t;u}gavc your hair
tonic and shaving lotion around

and not worry about somebody
getting drunk on it. He is heading
towards New Orleans so- “Army”
will haye to be his guardian for a
while. With the comrades moved
out we have an open field for or-
ganizing around here. We have
these utilities barges and tugs all
set to line up and more in view. So
if we could just get a few more
ships coming this way we would
be O.K. I have got so used to beef-
ing in the past eight months that
I get lonesome around here when
there is no beefs to argue.

MOBILE
By
OLDEN BANKS

Not much going on here this
week. Most of the time I am so
busy trying to get men for the
ships that I don’t have a chance to
write to the paper. Still need men
to sail the ships in this port.

The biggest problem in this
town is to get a place for the men
to stay that don't try to charge
so much for rooms. The Institute
has a yvery limited accommodation
for seamen, and the rest of the
places want to charge too much
for their rooms. The Government
has hecn in behind this though and
now they are having to come down
with the rental. So now a man
coming in off the rust buckets can
get a place to stay at a reasonable
price.

We are going to crew up about’
four more Waterman Ships in the
next three weeks or so. If we can
get these crews I think things will
go along a little smoother for us
here. Fellows, these are good trips
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get back off of one of these you
can take it easy for a while. Ex-
Patrolman Sweeney took the Ponce
De Leon last week. Good luck
Ray.

BALTIMORE
By
JOHN KUPTA

Baltimore calling; Hello every-
body. Down here close to the Ma-
son Dixon line the gelt is not com.
ing in as it used to and neither are
the ships.

To top it off we have lost the
pride of the Bull Line, the one and
only passenger ship coming regu-
larly in to this port and it has
broken the Stewards Patrolman’s

heert. The spark has left his eyes

Barbara and his one and only
Stewardess. There never was any-
thing she could ever do that was
wrong. Just ask the boys from the
S. S. Barbara.

Our new Agert has taken over
the helm here and has started out
with 2 new broom and is pushing it
along very nicely. Up to now he
has done a darned good job, so let’s
all give Brother Durwood Story a
vote of confidence.

Qur dear old Deck Patrolman,
R. E. Dickey, the faithful old
S.ILU. stiff, beloved by all the
membership up and down the
Coast, has been Shanghaied to the
S.1.U. Convention.-We here in Bal-
timore give him our full support
and hope that they come out of
the huddle with a bigger and bet-
ter S.I.U.

I think that I have been shoot-
ing off enough for a first timer. So
I will sign off with an “Invitation”
to all of you Brothers to come
down or up and ship on one of the
new Liberty ships and say hello to
us Phoney Pie cards.

Yours ’till we get guns on our
ships.

PROVIDENCE
By
J. E. LAPHAM

Things are sure going good here,
plenty of jobs I it no takers, every-
thing from tow boats to oil tank-
ers. A.B.s and oilers are at a pre-
mium up this way. The draft
board has given good support in
deferring men when needed. Have

checks.

for bonus and wages. When you

found some men who have not

sincc he heard the news. Hc is |
grief sericken over dear old 8. S.

shipped out in several years and
they are shipping out now. Just to
keep them sailing.

The good ship D. Atwater has
been in here and she is quite a
stranger, but glad that it made
kere for a change. Not a beef on it.
The Nessco boats will be starting
up soon in New Bedford. The first
one of the season will be ready the
first part of April.

NEW YORK
By
PAUL GONSORCHIK

There have been a lot of rumors
going the rounds concerning the
New York Dispatcher and I think
it is about time to spike them.
There are always rumor mongers

Rl R R

the best thing to do in ordinary
times is to ignore their lip work.
But these are not ordinary times.

The current story is that I am
shipping men out the back door
and not through the regular ship-
ping lists. This is a lie! As long as
I have been dispatcher no man has
shipped out the back door.

I would like to say that the few
disrupters that are slandering me
should prefer charges against me if
they think they have anything,
and not slobber in some dopes ear.
The way to handle a thing like this
is to bring it right out in the open
and let the whole membership sit
in as judge and jury. That’s the
democratic way . . . that’s the SIU
way.

I heard about these slanders go-
ing around because we have a hell
of a lot of good union men that
don’t like that sort of thing. It’s
usually some permit man thae

starts this sort of drool—some guy
that has come into our union to
cause dissension. Well, they won’t
get -away with it.

We worked too hard to build
this Union to let a few rumor
mongers cause any serious trouble,
Still, even though they can’t seri-
ously harrg the SIU, it is well to
spot them and make them put up
or shut up right at the beginning.
So I say again, if anybody thinks
that I have ever violated any union
shipping rules, let them show up
some Monday night and tell it to

the membership,

and disrupters id any union and

T —— IS~ T -

R b s

— i T A g P S

]



http://www.pdfcompressor.org/buy.html

S —— - =

. : P [~ ST B

R P PR TR P I o e, 1T 5 e ——
A~ e S T =

g

- ——r———

e

e —

S

Page Four

THE SEAFARERS’ LOG

Wednesday, April 15, 1942 .

UNIONS’ FIGHT FOR LIFE

(Continned from Page 1)
capital. This clause which reads
“responsibility for pefsonnel em-
ployed aboard ships” means com-
-plete regimentation of the men,
the loss of all bargaining rights
and industrial democracy.

And if any one would deny that,
Took at subdivision A under para-
graph 3. It speaks of “the elimina-
tion or modification of clauses in
the existing collective: bargaining
agreements which will interfere in
the war effort.”

There are no clauses in SIU con-
tracts which interfere with the war
effort? ff! ok

There are plenty of clauses in
SIU contracts that interfere with
the shipowners” profits! Those are
the clauses they are after . . . make
no mistake about that! And under
this proposal they . could simply
wipe our contracts off the books
-and there would not be one single

cans!

9 says that we shall remain at se
for “a maximum (minimum?) o
eleven months a year.”

A LEAF FROM
FASCISM

and at what wages.

the establishment of our wages and
conditions of work — then they
have robbed us of our dignity as
workers, our freedom as Ameri-

Subdivision A under paragraph

This is forced labor, Forced la-
bor such as they have in Germany
and Italy and in all the conquered
countries. Never before have Am-
erican union men been told how
many days out of the year they
must work — and at what jobs —

This is subversion. This philos-
ophy of forcéd labor is un-Demo-
cratic and un-American, It repre-
sents a way of life that we now

‘us the right to bargain with our
. “bosses, the right to have a voice in

word we could say about it.

_ Take a gander at the clever lic-
tle union-busting clause contained
iin subdivision D under paragraph
3. “Eliminate disloyal elements

from the present personnel of the

merchant marine.”

WHO IS DISLOYAL?

Look out Union militants! You
who led the fight for our union,
you who are deck and engine and
steward delegates, you rank and
filers who defy the slave drivers . ..
you are. the ones who will be label-
ed disloyal.
' "This clause iso’t designed to weed
out any possible Fascists among our
ranks. Union mica are 100% anti-

Fascist and always have been be-
cause they know what happens to
them and ttheir unions under a
Nazi regime, Their record on this
score is much higher than the rec-
ord of the bosses they work for.
And that’s putting it mildly!

No, make no mistake about that
“disloyalty” clause. It is there to
hielp stop al! union activity.

Paragraph 4 consists of a little
window dressing — some malarky
‘that is intended to lull the seamen
into a feeling of false security. Af-
ter taking away our hiring hall, af-
tér ‘robbing us of our collective
bargaining, after scuttling the con-
‘tracts we “have with the shipown-
ers—ihen the big-hearteded brass
hats and politicians and shipowners
invite us to join'a board that will
supervise the efficient operating of
the double cross.

Nice of them to let us be our
own pall bearers.

And look at subdivision A under
paragraph 8. There’s another fraud
intended to butter us up after
we've been stripped of our rights.
In pious words it proclaims that
SIU ‘ships shall continue to be
manned by SIU men. Possibly! But
under what conditions and at what
wages? Our Union is not a college
fraternity where we get together
to hold hands and sing songs. Our
Union is an economic pressure
group! We are banded together to
wrest from the bosses the wages and

conditions that are rightly ours un-|.

der a Democratic way of life. If
our enemies succeed in taking from

profess to war against. It makes
for disunity and for a master-slave
relationship between the bosses and
the workers. It is a step that Hitler
could endorse 100%,!
And the real tragedy of the sit-
uation is that the maritime unions
are not united against this reac-
tionary move on the part of our
enemies, The leaders of the NMU
are hand-in-glove with the Union
wreckers!

NMU PRACTICES
APPEASEMENT

Study the NMU proposal as
printed on page one. You'll find a
call for the same super - Board.
You'll find the same witch-hunt
against so called disloyal elements
(union militants). You'll find the
same cry against collective bar-
gaining and union contracts which
supposedly “interfere with the war
effort.” You’ll find a brazen sur-
render of our union hiring hall—
the life’s blood of our organization!
The NMU' proposal is appease-
ment of Knox and Land and
“Banana” Robson. And like all ap-
peasement—it must inevitably lead
to a complete surrender to the
enemy. : -
Speaking for the SIU we have no
intention of surrendering. We shall
fight ‘appeasement wherever it ap-
pears—on the lips of a Chamber-
lain or -a Lindeberg or a Joe
Curran.

We say ‘quite frankly, however,.
that ‘we in the SIU can not win
this ‘fight by ourselves—we must
have allies.. Nor: for that matter is
it our fight alone. It is. organized
labor’s fighv=ll of - organized . la=
bor, If. this straight-jacket is suc-
cessfully ‘imposed upon the SIU-
SUP, MCS, MEOW, MEBA, MMP,
and. rank and file ‘NMU’ers, then
it is but a step to impose it upon
aircraft . workers; - And then upon
the auto workers and the miners
and the railroad men.

We union men in maritime are
in the front line in- this battle. If
we fall, all our brothers in other
industriess must prepare for a
strengthened assault upon them-
selves,

WHAT IS TO BE
DONE?" -

First and foremost we must

a requirements.

f

b. Labor ‘Supply Committee
duction Board. :
o, Selective Service System.

existing labor supply;

industry for the duration of the

the Coast Guard program, to
a. Train new seamen;
b. Uprade '

time industry.
8. The Division of Manning

UNION BUSTING PROPOSALS ;

WAR SHIPPING ADMINISTRATIONS
FINEEY- CAMPAIGN

(Continwed from- Page 1)
b. 8ecure a statement from personnel managers
of non-organized companies as to personnel

6y The Division of Manning shall consult with b.
a. U. S, Employment Service,

d. Various training programs connected with
public education systems, private training
schools, etc., which have been organized by
the Government to supplement and train

and persuade the above agencies to enlarge the pro-
gram to include the personnel needs of the maritime

7. The Division of Manning shall coordinate the

various training programs connected with the public
education systems, private training schools, etc. and

in order to balance the personnel needs of the mari-

shall establish a
contral hiring set-up in all ports of continental
United States frequented by ths wvessels under the
control of the War Shipping Administrtion.

a. Each union to be treated as a separats '
pool to be drawn on to fill the manning re-
quirements of those managing agents that
at the time of requisition have collectiva’
bargaining agresments with each union, re-
sort being had to other sources only to the
extent that the union cannot supply the men.
Non-union men to be organized into separats
pools to be drawn on to fill the manning re= "
quirements of those managing agents having
no collective bargaining. agreements at the
time of requisition. . ‘
9. The Division of Manning shall set up regula~’
tions in the pool which will necessitate .
a. Men remaining at sea for a maximum of
eleven months a year.
5 b, Non-union men returning to the pool upon
discharge at the completion of a voyage.
o. Managing agents shall be required to resort
exclusively to the central hiring set-up for
poois. -

of the War Pri-

war.

NMU’S PROPOSED SELL-QUT

(Continued from Page 1)
alternates from such minority organizations as
may be neoessary who shall act whenever prob- -
lems relating to them alone shall be considered,
and an equal number of members from the ship
operators with such alternates as may be deemed
advisable by the War Shipping Administrator,

JULY 1st DEADLINE
FOR SEAMEN’S
PASSPORTS

Washington — The State De-
pattment has again extended
the time within which seamen
must obtain passports before
leaving the United States. July
1st is now the deadline.

However, seamen shouid ob-
tain passports as qulckly as pos-..
gible. Beamen should oxecute ap-
plications for passporta before
the cierk of any Fedasral or state
court authorized ¢o naturalize
aliens, or before passport agents
of the 8tate Dept. in Boston,

HAPP'NINGS AT HEADQUARTERS
By HARRY COLLINS

—

Well, here we go again doing business at the same old place as
usual. On looking over the various equipment for saving lives, I per-
sonally don’t think that I have ever come across anything that will
compare with the Morner life suit. Can you imagine a sailor being
torpeoed and donning one of these life suits and jumping into the
water—why after he hits and rights himself up he will have all the
comforts of life, He will be completely incassed in flexible rubber with
a life preserver on the wside that is flexible and body fitting. And
then again if 2 man féll overboard and hit the water head firer, thar
scems to be taken care of as the inventor has made the rubber booting
at the bottom a little heavy, but not clumsy, just enough weight to
cause you to automatically right. yourself right side up.

Let us consider ‘that you were knocked unconscious with a block
or something and you fell overboard. Well, as soon as you hit the

Chicago, SQn Francisco and
Miami. .
MONEY DUE

The Steward’s Department of the
George Washington whioh made
the round trip Feb. 21 to March 18,
1942, have $2 due them. Collect in
the Purser’s office in New York.

ers out of our own ranks. The
leadership of the NMU must be
completely isolated by the forma-
tion of a United Front of all the
rest of the maririme unions.

Once we have cleansed our own
ranks, then we must carry our
fight to the rest of the labor move-
ment. The great AFL and CIO
unions must hear of our struggle
and must be made to understand
their stake in it.

Congressmen and Senators .and
the President himself must hear of
this, They must-be enlisted in the
struggle. They can ill afford to al-
low so flagerant a betrayal of dem-
ocracy Occur On Our own. water-
front.

And finally, we ourselves—every
man in the SIU-SUP—must close
ranks and prepare for this struggle.
The shipowners must feel our
anger. It must scorch their necks!
With allies or without them we

will fight this through,
We must not underestimate our

drive the -appeaseiz :d false lead-

strength. We ars 20,000 strong!

‘at $61.00 for each suit, but if the companies were to buy them in lots’

water, due to the weight in the soles of the attached boots you would
automatically right yourself up. Then while you are in the water your
head would be out of the water from your chest up, therefore insur-
ing that in a rough sea the high waves would not suffocate you. In
contrast to the old life preserver you would hardly have your head out
of the water. When you jumped overboard with the old gear, if you
didn’t hold your arm down tight against your sides you ran the chance.
of the lifepreserver bouncing up and clipping you under the chin,
often-times knocking you out or breaking your neck. Believe me, I
think that at last this is really. the answer to a sailor’s prayer (if sail-
ors pray). v :

Another good feature about this suit is the rubber water-tight
zipper attachment that is running up the front. It is rigged so that
in the event that ic breaks they have watertight clamps on the zipper
arrangement that can be so shifted that you can stop any water from
coming in. Also, they have rubber gloves attached and a watertight
helmet that goes over the.top. of your head and fits snugly.

The funny part of the whole thing is you can get into one of
these outfits fully clothed, and still move around with the greatest of,
ease. Of course, these suits are more or less expensive. They are quoted

of fifty or better, and.if they were compulsory as standard equipment
on American ships, the cost of the suits. would be about $33.00 ‘each}
I spoke to one of the aids to the Admiral of the Coast Guard and
they stated that they were very much in favor of the suits, I also

talked to Mr. Sheppard from one of the Bureau’s in Washington and
he stated that in his: opinion they were the last word, in fact the Port
Captains of the Various Companies that we have under Contrict also
spoke in favor of them. “BUT""—they all, to a last man, had the same

answer, the Government will have to pay for them, we can’t. !
How lovely! I like them, I have the money to Paxy, for them, but

I won’t unless I am compelled to.do so. Ah, the sweet shipowner darl-
ings—even in the event of saving some poor individuals life they crawl
to the bitter end. Well, I guess.that I have said enough, but befot§ |
close I think that the Government ‘should get busy. and force John
Shipowner to purchase this enquipment, and tO' be human once in his 4
life. i g
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