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Del Norte Crew Aroused To Action
By Conduct Of Performers On Ship

L

A portion of the Del Norte’s stewards department, which constituted part of the crew.
meeting held recently aboard the Mississippi Shipping Company vessel for the purpose of

curbing shipboard performers.

The only Seafarers identified are the Stewardesses. Left, Mrs. Edna Johannsen. and ai

right, Cecilia Cervantes.

That number one problem, child—the performer—came in for.a. bit of roughifl -

scoring at the hands of the Del Norte crew recently. In

board meeting the “genus gashoundus” was taken to task in whip-like comments from |}

open forum fashion at ship-

the crew for behavior harm-*
ful to the welfare of the

Ccrew.

Brought up under Good and
Welfare at the meeting held on
November 14 while at sea, the
fireworks were set off by Crew-
member Jack Vorel, who tossed
on floor the question of what to
do with men who are gassed up
and unable to do their work.

The subject, dynamite-laden to
crews anxious to preserve har-
monious relations, brought forth
a spontaneous demonstration
from thé crew, all men anxious
to sink their teeth into the sub-
ject. Hands waved in the air
and the chairman, Whitey Tom-
linson, was temporarily hard put
to quell the bursting desire of
everyone to speak at once.

Chairman Tomlinson quelled
the outburst and scanning the
meeting waved the floor to
Blackie Bankston who ventured.
the comment: “Brothers who
cannot hold their liquor should
not drink while on the ship, but
should uphold their part of the
Union agreement. Drunks on
ship disobey the principles of the
SIU. We must uphold our con-
stitution and conditions.”

THE CHAIR SAYS:

Before calling on any other
brothers to voice their senti-
ments, Chairman Tomlinson in-
froduced his sentiment to the
general discussion, by suggesting
a stern crackdown on perform-
ers. “Our Union, he said, “is in
favor of each department han-
dling its own beefs. These beefs
on drunks should be handled de-
partmentally. Fine them or bring
them up on charges. We must
crack down.”

In agreement, Scotty Findley
reminded the crew of a point

agreed upon at a previous meet-
ing when he said, “In our meet-
ing heading south, we agreed to
give our brothers one chance.
How many performances con-
stitute a chance?”

Chairman Tomlinson, speaking
as Ship’s Delegate, took the floor
to urge each department to hold
a meeting before arriving in New
Orleans, the purpose of which
would be to figure out means of
handling performers. At the
same time Brother Tomlinson re-
minded the members that the
educational pamphlet ‘“Charges”
outlines four methods of dealing
with gashounds:

1. Fine them.

* 2. Suspend them.
3. Put them on probation.
4. Expel them from the Union.

Red Henderson, next man to
be given the floor, expressed the
opinion that departmental meet-
ings have not meant as much as
they should. In particular, he
pointed out, “The engine depart-
ment has a Wiper who has over-
indulged and has not performed
his duties in SIU style. The man
has already been logged $29 and
will probably be logged again to-
morrow. What good has it
done?”

“Why pick on one man, others

have done as bad,” chimed in
Brother Barfield.
EASY, BOYS
Membership comments then

followed in staccato order:

Dick Martinez: “It is wrong for
men to drink on the job and it
is up to us to act. Do not let it
get out of hand until Topside
has to handle it.”

Sister Johannsen: “If a man
likes his bottle better than his

job, let him have his bottle and
give his job to somebody else.”

Sister Cervantes: ‘“Some book-
men are worse than tripcarders.”

With a fast rap of the gavel
Chairman Tomlinson restored or-
der and asked for concrete rec-
ommendations from the floor
rather than the general hubbub
of members all agreeing that the
situation requires some action
but merely dealing in general-
ities.

The Chair then honored
Brother Smoky Mauldin’s request
for the floor. Brother Mauldin
asked that the meeting revert to
New Business and a committee
be formed to handle the prob-
lem. ;

So moved, a motion under New
Business by Brother Findley was
quickly adopted calling for each
department to hold a meeting
and work out-a concrete program
for putting an end to the prob-
lem.

The motion also put an end to
the discussion of the gashound
problem. With ears burning in
all departments the meeting then
went back into Good and Wel-
fare. The bottle brigade, how-
ever, was spared any further
chastisement. Following a sug-
gestion that the ship’s library be
exchanged when the ship hits
port, the meeting was adjourned.

ATTENTION!

1f you don’t f{ind linen
when you go aboard your
ship, notify the Hall at once.
A telegram from Le Havre or
‘Singapore won’t do you any
good. It's your bed and you
have to lie in it,

)

Brother Appeak For Blood
To Aid Stricken Youngster

An appeal for aid in the recovery of a four-year-old
boy suffering from a rare kidney disease was made to the
LOG this week by Seafarer Harvey Guenther.

Thomas Devins,
ster, has been hospitalized in
Barnes St. Louis Children’s Hos-
pital for two-and-one half years
and requires at least one blood
transfusion weekly to stave off
the infection which attacks his
blood stream.

Knowing that many Seafarers
in and around St. Louis read the
LOG, Brother Guenther has ap-
pealed to these Brothers to give
their blood so that “Doctox
Buzzy,” as Thomas Devins is
known, may shake off the dis-
ease.

Brother Guenther, who sails as
Chief Pumpman, assumed re-
sponsibility for the care of the
child after the boy’s father died
last year. The father was an old
chum of Guenther’s. The boy’s
mother has attempted to pay the
hospital expenses but her income
is not sufficient to cover the
staggering expenses.

Asking for no financial aid,
Brother Guenther says that he
can shoulder that burden him-
self, but Brothers who give their

the young-*

blood to the youngster will aid
far more in his recovery.

Although the boy has been
hospitalized the better part of
his life, doctors are not discour-
aged. They have told Guenther
than another year of treatment
should see the boy on his feet
and out of the hospital.

Guenther, who just returned to
New York from a visit with the
youngster, says that his friends
around St. Louis have aided him
greatly in the demand for blood,
but because the youngster needs
so many transfusions, a greater
number of persons giving blood
is needed.

The hospital is located in the
heart of St. Louis and is easy to
reach from all quarters. Sea-
farers who want to aid the boy
is his fight for recovery need
only call at the hospital and state
that they are - giving blood for
Thomas Devins.

“Any aid my fellow Seafarers
can give will be deeply appre-
ciated,” stated Guenther.

Earl Long is not the Governcr
of Louisiana. He's a Wiper o
a ship heading south...Ralph
Dominice, Jr., is not like his
old man when it comes to work.
He’s tired constantly . The
more I read the Pilot, the glad-
der I am that I am SIU.

Lonnie Akridge (cotton piuk-
er) misses his farm in North
Carolina. He wants to get behind
the plow and Beulah (his mule)
...Bill Murphy, bartender, is
the most famous coffee maker
on the high seas.. He knows his
coffee.

E. Reyes is about the best
cartoonist sailing the seas.
Let’s have more of his sketches
...One Cajun (this one came
from way back in the Louis-
iana woods) asked what was
that pipe with holes for. Some
one told him it was a shower
and explained it. Sez he: I
gotta tell paw about these
new inventions!” .
Suggestion: Let’s have the new
Union books reserve the last
page for addresses of all the
Union Halls along the coast...
I believe that the Delegate for
each Department should be
changed after each trip. Give
others a chance to do their duty.
The retired Delegate can act
as adviser if the need arises.

Suggestien: We should have a
special Christmas edition of the
SEAFARERS LOG...Tad Wrona
is a neat dresser who recently
.went after a girl with lots of
mazuma. No luck. Hell try
again...Dick Myrick was hook-
ed in BA. His wife will soon fly
to the States to be near him...
I spent a couple of days in Phil-
adelphia, and while there I saw
a burlesque at the Troc. I saw
one fellow in the front row who

“The Voice Of The Sea’ {{

i

By SALTY DICK

looked like—no, I'd better not
‘mention his name!

I went to the Philadelphia
Hall and looked it over. 1
think it’s not the way it should
be. But I'll bet that within a
short time the Hall will look
much better... Since a certain -
Cook left the galley of the
Del Norte it has been very
quiet. ‘
About two years ago I lost an

envelope full of pictures on a
ship. A week ago I went home
and there it was. New York
Headquarters had gotten it from
someone and they sent it to me
by mail. I'd like to thank New
York...Francis Fletschinger, BR
doesn’t care if he’s called Curley.
He refuses to buy a toupee...
Talked to a fellow whom T
haven’t seen for a long time. He
worked ashore in Ohio for 18§
months making good money. Yet
he quit. Sez he, “I neeed salt
air in my lungs.”

With prices and taxes the
way they are, you might just
as well stay put on a ship...
During my stay ‘in Philadel-
phia I went to a few nice
places and I think “Big Bill”
is one of the best for a man
...Some time ago I wrote
that the best fried oysters are
in Philadelphia. Well, I had
so many this time I was be-
coming oyster-crazy. Here’'s
the address if you are ever in
Philly: Rudy’s Oyster House,
Green and Randolph Streets
...As long as we are in Phil-
adelphia, let me 'give you a
few tips: Don’t go there for
the weekend. All bars close at .
midnight Saturday. Sunday is
dead. If you are the educa-
tional-type then-go there and
see the historic places. such as
Independence Hall.

































