—— e e
- .
‘ e % <

.

/{’“,‘ﬁ" ....... A R

_ SIGNATURE ..

Ralmg
¥ Bmhptacc ...ALA

Book 0. 22431.......

SECURITY
IN
UNITY

VOL. II

The Seafarers Log

Seafarers’ International Union of North America
Official Organ of the Atlantic, Gulf and Great Lakes Seamen

NEW YORK, N. Y., SATURDAY, JULY 27, 1940

@ 446

BROTHERHOOD
OF THE
SEA

No. 8

Shipowners Shed Crocodile
Tears Over Seamen’s Plight
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'Color of Hair.
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Relative’s. Address
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Weight 145..........1bs.
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The above is a photo-static copy of the NMU book belonging to

one of the NMU men who was sent back aboard a Waterman

ship by order of the NLRB. Like most of the others Reynolds

swapped Curran’s passport for a real union book in the SIU.

The much heralded blitzkrieg backfired as the men involved

were only too anxious to get into a rank and fiie union that
gets conditions for its membership.

PHONEY

Proposed Compensation Law
Deprives Seamen of Benefits

(From West Coast Sailors)
The following wire was received by the SUP on July 5:

“Hearings will be held on July 23rd at 10:30 A.M. by Sub-
committee of Senate Chamber Commitiee on H, R, 6881 to imple-
mend provision of shipowners' lHability convention and o extend
to seamen and Workman Compensation Act with amendments.
Kindly advise of desire make statements”

(Rigned) ROGER WILLIAMSON
Clerk of the Committee.

For a period of 20 years the shipowners and the insur-

_ance companies have attempted, through high-pressure lob-

bies, to enact a law which will put the seamen under the
compensation laws, At the present time the seamen and the
railroad workers are the only workers in the United States
who can sue for damages for injuries received while working.

"The SUP fought attempts

Old Book No. 63103 .................. s

| .agreement may be arrived

| by the shipowners to put sea-

men under compensation in
1922, again in 1928 and again
last year when your Secretary
wag in Washington, D, C,, to
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block a Bill before the House
Committee on Merchant Ma-
rine which had for its purpose
the placing of seamen under
(Continued on page 4)
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ROBIN LINE

Negotiations
Continue!

Negotiations between the
SIU and the Seas Shipping
Co. (Robin Line) in the
dispute that resulted in
hanging the hook on the
Algic last week will con-
tinue with a representative
of the Department of Labor
Conciliation Service par-
ticipating in the negotia-
tions. In addition to the
question of the bonus for
the run to So. Africa, the
SIU got the company to
agree to negotiate for an
increase in the overiime
rate of 10 cents per hour.
A meeting between the
operators and the Union is
scheduled for ‘Tuesday,
July 80, at which time it is
“Peliéved that some definite

at.

S.LU. Obtains
Increases On
Savannah Line

The SIU signed an adden-
dum to the- agreement with
the SAVANNAH LINE simi-
lar to the one recently signed

with the Bull Line, providing
for £n increase of $7.50 per

hour in overtime while the
ships are on the coastwise run
and $10 plus 10 cents in the
event they run off-shore. This
inerease was won in the face

Phoney Move Blocked

Last Saturday we received a
telephone call from one of the of-
ficials of the International Long-
shoremen’s Association in the
port of New York who informed
us that the Company had con-
tacted the Longshoremen and
asked them if it would be all
right with them if the company
put an NMU crew aboard the
Savannah Line ships in the event
they were struck by the SIU.
The longshoremen emphatically
informed the company that it
would decidedly NOT be all right.
Offers to Fink!

Prior to this incident we were

reliably informed that Curran had
(Continued on Page 2)

month PLUS 10 cents per|

of a concerted attempt to;
phoney up on the SIU by the
operators and the NMU,

in Washington on July 23rd be
on Commerce presided over

MEN were supposed to be the
'FIT by the enactment of the
Imind! It was an act that

Upside Down

How remarkable then, that
every representative of the
shipowners, WITHOUT EX:
CEPTION, testified in support
of the compensation’ act for
seamen, while EVERY repre-
sentative of the ' Seamen,
WITHOUT EXCEPTION, op-
posed the measure. Truly an
amazing situation! The ship-
.owners shed ecrocodile tears
over the plight of the seamen
compelled to labor without
benefit of a conipensation aet
yand with breast-beating pro-
| testations proclaimed that
their great concern was to
save the seamen—from them-
selves! For example, Frank
J. Taylor, head of the Ameri-
can Merchant Marine Insti-
tute, urged the enactment of

BEWARE OF
THE CRIMP!

We have been informed that
one, Meyer Jacobson, who runs a
tobacco shop in Portland, Maine,
has been boarding SIU ships and
offering “better jobs” to our men
in order to get them to leave the
vessel. When they leave the ship,
this crimp then sends young fel-
lows down to the ship to ask for
a job and in a number of in-
stances they have been signed on
in order to fill out the crew.

For ‘‘Service’”’ Rendered

For this “service,” we under-
stand that Jacobson gets a ‘“com-
mission” from the men getting
the jobs. We want to warn that
any members who are found
gunilty of having any dealings
with this crimp, will be dealt with
severely by the Union. The SIU
does not maintain a hall in Port-
land. The members aboard SIU
ships that make this port will
have to see that the Union rules
are observed! Report to us im-
mediately any activity on the
part of this, or any other, crimp.

SEAMEN!! 4

| benefits under

CUMPENSATIUN ACT FOUGHT
BY SEAMEN RECEIVES
OPERATORS SUPPORT

Hearings on the proposed bill to place the seamen under
the Longshore and Harbor Workers Compensation Act began

fore the Senate Sub-committee
by Senator J. Overton of

Louisiana. According to the sponsors of the bill the SEA-

beneficiaries who would PRO-

measure! Keep that faet in
PRESUMED to benefit the

the
order

that is beneficial to the work-
men.’’

Saving the Seamen

Anticipating the opposition of
the seamen, -and endeavoring to
discredit in advance such opposi-
tion, Mr. Taylor added: “The rea-
son for the seamen’s union’s ob-
jections, is that the seamen are
being misled by their attorneys.””

compensation

The implication was made that it -

was the attorneys whose fees
would be jeopardized who were
responsible for the objection of
the seamen to being  plated un-
der compensation. It was point-
ed out by spokesmen' for the sea-
men that cutting attorney’s fees
was a worthy objective and one
which the seamen themselves
would certainly support.
when they ask us to givé up
benefits we now enjoy under ex-
isting law in exchange for lesser
a compensation
act, under the guise o6f “protect-
ing” us from chiselling lawyers,
it’'s a bit too thick.

Making History
So concerned were the ship-
owners with the welfare of the
seamen (?) that they hired ex-
pensive “experts” to appear and
testify that not only would the
seamen secure greater bencflits
from a compensation act, but that
it would cost the shipowners
more money for compensation in-
surance than they are now pay-
ing. This really marks a mile-
stone in the labor relationg be-
tween the seamen and the ship-
owners. To our certain recollee-
tion, this is the first time that
the shipowners have been so
self-sacrificing as to spend time
and money battling for the inter.
ests of the seamen—even against
the wishes of the poor benighted
souls who make up the unli.
censed personnel of the American
Merchant Marine.
embraced by a bear! An embrace
is usually the mark of tender de.
votion, but it doesn’t necessarily
follow that the embarrassed re-
cipient of a bear’'s hug is enjoye
ing thz experience.
(Continued on Page 3)

act in,
“to work out a plan

But

It's like being
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‘Honor Roll

PAN ROYAL $ 11. 40
PANAMA CITY 10.50
TOPA TOPA 6.75
S.S. PAN GULF 11.50
S.S. MAIDEN CREEK 6.2%
S B VIS e T e L i (e et 25, 19.75
8.5. HASTINGS 2.25
S.S. KOFRESI 2.00
S.S. BELLINGHAM 11.80
S.S. SACCARAPPA 8.50
S.S. SEATRAIN NEW YORK 4.00
Bob Smither 1.00
Clarence Chambliss 1.00
Joe Baker .50
S 2.50
.50
50
.50
.50

S.8.
8.8,
S.8.

J. P. Coogan
L. Kruger
Chas. Paffee
‘Wm. Coss

$110.05

LIST OF DONATIONS TQ SEAFARERS' LOG
PAN ROYAL: Byrd .50; “Himel, .50; Larson, 1.00; Dormady,
.50; Kean, 1..00; lebq .50; Smith, .40; Dickinson, W., 1.00;
Elks, .50; Godwin, 1.00; Gardner, 1.00; Sharpe, .59; Bryant,
2.00; Johnson, 8., 1.00 ‘ Total
- PANAMA CITY: Culotta, 1.00; Balchus .59; Savoia, .50; Ap-
plewhite, 1.00; Burton, J., .50; Johnson, W., .50; King, P,,
.60; Bowen, 1.00; Blanchard, 1.00; Campbell, .50; Mayurkie-
wiecz, 1.00; Hollenbeck, .50; Hewey .5; Robertson, .50;
-Snow, .50; Willis, .50. " otal $10.50
TOPA TOPA: E. Albritton, 1.00; Molony, .50; khodes, J., .50;
Blakey, J.; .50; Lawrence, G., .50; Meultt, 1.00; bmxth R.,
1.00; Cieutat, M., 1.00; Romano, .75. Total
‘PAN GULF: Booden, J, 1.00; Peterson, K., 1.00; Verzone, F.
150 Brooks. 1.00; Hicks, .50; Wade, .50; Graham .50; Hart-
-man, ,50% Maximo, 1.00; Haddox, 1.00; Saltis, J, 1.50; Sego,
Total $11.50
.50; Walke, .50; Peters, .25;
McFarland, 1.09; Ray, 1.00;
Total

$11.40

$6.75

MAIDEN CREEK: Anderson, J.,
" ‘@eox, 0.  1.00; Marsh, L., .50;
Milne, 50 “Hayeés, 100
8. S. TULSA‘
S. 8, HASTINGS: Henderson, .50; Jenkins, .76; Wimmer; 1.00.
' b Total
.50; Foster, 1.,
Total

$6.25
$19.75

$2.25
KOFRESI: Lawrence, R, o
Hutton, J. .50.
BELLINGHAM: Klipe, .50; Davis, .50; - Chartov, 1.0C; Dear
man, .50; Hystad, 1.00: Stallworth, .50; 'Wyner, 50; Nash,
| .50; Bolger, .50; Gordon, 1.00! Belton, .50: ‘Gale, .50; Wal
| ters, .80; Clarkin, 2.50; Rivera, .50; Walters, 50. Total

.50;, Scott, O,

$2.00
| nated .in the winning . of the in-
crease  stated above.
(See copy of agreement printed
elsewhere in this issue.)

$11.80

\

FROM PHILLY

A Tale of
jThé Fhree

alh IR

us&e;egrs

Well, here we go again, the
gobd old city of Brotherly “Love!
Lo and behold; if ‘6ld Jam Pot
Smiuy isn’t’ in our ‘midst ‘again.
. They had a térrible beéef bh

the (*atahou!a and when the jam
was missmg”once or twice, that
was a mlst’tr. but wheir it, kept

'disappearihg continually and™ it

Teakeéa”out that Jam ‘Pot “*was
aboard, that solved everything.
£ # *

But even at that the boys did
not mind him eating the jam, but
when he sneaked the last bott!d
aft and 'hid. it' ih his dungareed
that was the pay off! ~

However, :Smitty. informs us
that he has a stenographer here
that likes jam just like he does,
but if 'she keeps hiding ‘it,, they
are going to ‘break up.“ It l0oké
like Smntty has been caught up
with,

£ £ £

1 wonder who is responsible
for the pile of cigar butts laying
outside of the office window?' I
wondér: if' Buckman would know?

® % * S

The NMU had another one of
thein famous picket lines out on
the Wilson - Line dock here in
Philly. Oh yes, it went the way
of all flesh! $1.00 down and ‘the
rest when you catch me, '

* * % * h
Since Flanagan has got his
jalopy, Buckman has the tow
truck standing by just in case.
Flanagan was going to muaké a
test and see’ how much mileage
he could gét from a gallon'of gas,
so he emptied his:tank, ‘and put
in two gallons. Well, he.stepped
on the starter and motor back-
fired, he got excited and blew ‘the
horn and on closer examination
when it would not start he found
out that the tank was emply. 1«

* * % 3

We had a couple of stump
jumpers from the M.&.M ships;
but the membershlp turned
thumbs down ‘on them, when it
came ‘to a permit ‘c'ard." IAfter
workirig on those ships, they had
the nerve after they were fired
to come to thé Union looking for
sympathy.

£ Ed W

Well, the Steward on the Mas-
mar had a slight misunderstand-
ing with the crew, and I thindk
that after a °little get-together
things'are running smooth agaix‘.
At least we hope so!

® ¥ *

Weii, here’s to a bigger and
better LOG.

© The Three Musketeers,

W. B, 1994; J. F. 542;
H. C:, 496,

MORE . ABOUT:

S.1U. Obtains
" Increases

s (Continved. from: page 1)
been dickering with the Savan-
nah Line officials to furnish crews
for the :wessgeld if tHe SIU créws
went on “strike. This was 'con-
firmed ‘by the telephone’ call’ we
recéived from the: longshoremen,
notifying us that the  dompany
had'‘'contacted -them with the
same phoney proposition  “Wheh
they  feund out they couldn't gét
away withiit, the company agreed
to continue negotiatiohis with thé
SIU, negotiations which, culmi-

Actlon Speaks Loudet
Than Words! .

The SIU is continuing to prove that it can be donel Joe

F Curvan ana His’ #tooges notwithstanding, the Seafarers Inter-

national Union (A. F. of L.) this week signed a supplemen-
tary, agreement with the Ocean Steamship (‘mnpang of Sa-
vannali; gaining for its mem'berq on that linels ¢oastwise ships
an increase of §7.50 per mofith PLUS 10 cents an hour in the
overtime rate.

That makes the tenth steamship co Oqg.any to grant higher
nglonthl\ mmease.s plus 10 cents per hotir on overtime to the
SIU
The tenth- remember!—since the Pilot announced on
May '3 that ‘‘the coastwnse opemtorq refused to -consider

ANY wage inerease’’ in the opening gun of the NI\{U ‘lead-
er’s’”’ poison-pen barrage, almed at: puttmg over the $2.50
SELL-OUT on tleu own badiy deceived membership!

They Said It Couldn’t Be Done

On Juie'27, Howard McKenzie, reporting for the so-called
Negotiating Committee to the New York NMU membershlp
—with Curran's wholehearted approval—dlscoumged action
for inm‘easee"ixl'tlm fo]]dwincr powéi-"-inspife'd w"'ords

tance of thls ‘$2.50 beoa.use it i is our oplmon we a.re
30

tHe' best posmon to Seciire more’at this time . ..
’\nw every honest seaman, particularly if he is a member

of the NMU, ought to ask himself this simple question:

Some Questions io Think Over

WHY “wasn’t"the NM1U"Teadership “in the best position
to secure more’’? Isn’t the NMU supposed to be so well or-
ganized that it can afford to set up a ‘‘reorganization com-
mittee’” under the notorious Dog-House Jack Lawrenson with
the avowed purpose of . .. organizing the ‘‘unorganized’’
SIU?
More than that—just ask yourself:
WHY, was the Seafarers International Union in.a position
to get $7.50 and $10 ‘increases while the NMU ert

not m

R

“leaders”’
could think of no bettet terms ‘than’ the $2.60? Ar en’t SIUJ
ships supposed to be ¢ ‘anorganized’’?

W.here 1Is the NMU’s ‘‘Power>?

“Furthermore, McKenzie concludes in his June 27
report to the NMI membership, ‘‘the coastwise opera-
tors appeared too willing' to face the consequénces of
whatever action the union might see fit to take in the

event the $2. 50 increase is not acceptable.”’
“WHY, oh wh\ —ve ‘ask again—shoald the shipowners ap-

year ““too willing to face the consequences of whatever ac-
I g

tion the union (that is, the NMU) might see fit to take?”’
Hasn’t Lawrenson told us time and again that the NMU
represents “POWER’'? Where is that ‘‘power”? What is the
value of this kind of ““power’’ which can be slung around so
bravely in words intended to intimidate—in vain, brothers—
the erews of the allegedly ““unorganized’’ SIU ships . .. but
which fizzles so miserably the moment its wielders confx ont

the REAL opposition, the shipowners?

The Difference Between SIU and NMU
The answer is as plain as the nose on your face. The
NMU was not and is not ‘‘in a position to secure more” for
its members for the same reason that the SIU is. ]
The SIU believes in a policy of improving the eonditions
of its members; the NMU believes in fenagling with the ship-
owners through high-powered attorneys. :

SIU power lies in its ability to ACT and get RESULTS.
NMU “power’” lies in the ability of its officials to bamboozle,
befuddle and browbeat a long-suffering membership with an
endless flow of propaganda.

SIU ships are organized by getting their crews higher
wages and better working céonditions, NMU ‘‘organization’’
aims at raids on other organizations for the greatet o-lm'y of

‘the pie-cards in office.

SIU Proves Superzor in Action

IN ACTTION, the SIU has proven that it is the union
which gets improvements for it members. More than fhat
the SIU has proven that by its lead the NMU rank and ﬁle
has also benefited.

i the NMU rank and file did get an additional $2.50 to.
makc up a monthly increase of ‘i,o, that was due entlrely to
the fact that in the face of the increases obtamcd by thd
SIU, the original $2.50 sell-out could not be put over.

: ACTION thus proveq the best judge as to who really rep-
resents the mterests of the seamen. The SIU is eonﬁdent as
to what the verdlct of the seamen will be. No amount 0
phnnpy palaver no amount of pmson pen propaganda by the
NMU ‘‘generals” will ‘prevert that verdiet. ACTIONS

SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS!
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“* "Mobile, Ala.,
July’' 17, 1940
Mr. Tom Kerry, Hditor
Seafarers’ Log
Dear Brother:

This port in the Gulf is really
booniing rnow as far as shipping
is concerned. I've seen’the other
portg begging for men, and |
never thought that would be the
case here, but that is the oltua‘
tion here now.

T e % %

We had quite a beef on the S.8.

Tulsa when she got here oh ‘the

15th. Whén she came In the’ cfew
Wwanted” to- know what transpot-
tation they were going to get, as
this was going to be the final port
of discharge for the ship. The ar-
ficles read: from New York to
{he West Coast and back to &
final port of discharge on the ‘Af:
Tantic Coast. The Commissioner
ruled that Jacksonville was tl.m
nearest port on the Atlantic.
* # L

The Marine:Superintendent had
already’ agreed that'in 'thé évent
the Commissioner ruled that ‘Mo:
bile was hot on the 'Atlantic
Coast, he would give the men
transportation back to Norfolk.
After the Commissioner ruled as
he did, we felt that we had the
beef cmched but the company de-
cided that instead of giving the
men cash money to pay their
transportation, they would give
them an order for a train ticket
which the crew promptly rejected,
After arguing for a while longer,
we finally managed fo get the
cash money asg they shqu!d gef.

T

There's one thing I wish to
point out very strongly and that
is the way in which the entire
ctrew of the Tulsa conducted
themselves during that transpor-
tation beef. That whole crew
really set an example of how, ‘in
my estimation, real "Union "men
should conduct themselves dur-
ing a bheef of any description. The
respective delegates, .in fact thé
whole crew were right there, so-
ber and ready too, to give Agent
Banks and myself any-assistance
that we might have needed. To
top it all off, I think that that
crew to the last man came around
and thanked us and ‘gave us a
vote of confidence,

* % %

You know, something like that
is what''makes it 'a pleasure’ to
représent men in theirarguments,
instead of just considering'it an-
other job.to ‘be done. There are
many men" who -are ‘only' too
ready fto criticize, 'but who are
most - hesitant to codperate with
their representatives, -

® % ¥

The S.S. Beauregavd, nee Yapa:
laga, took a'crew on the 16th. We
had very little diffculty in cyew-
ing this' ship, but we anticipate
quite' & bit of trouble with the
next one which I think will come
out around the 24th or 25th. :

® %k ®

We are being deluged every
day with NMU members who
come up here and claim that they
are tired of thé 'COMMIE dlcta:
torship tof the-NMU} and ~they
want to go to sea with a real
hohest-fo-Gad *Unioh. = Of course,
weé can't consider them all be
cause.some. of- those birds would
rat on thelr ‘Mothér. Wefl," th?t's
aboni\ all” for ‘thid ‘week. it

< Fraternaily ‘yours,

‘" REbért "A. Matthews,
Eng. Patrolman, Mobile,

Mhat s Doung——

round

_he

“ Mobile, Ala,,=s
July ~24, ‘1940
Mr. Tom Kerry, Editor
Seafarers’ Log
Dear Brother'

"This weeék things haveé been
préfty slack here'in’ Mobile. Only
two “ships 'have come in 'so far.
the S.8. Topa Topa and the S.S.
Del Sud. The S.S. Pan Kraft was
due to come in here before being
dispatched to thé Far East but
instedd she “stopped ‘in ‘New Or'
leans ‘and ‘Erewéd: up there!

“The 8.S. Beauregard hids start-
ed on the Coast rum already and
the second of the new Waterman
ships, ‘the S.S. Poncé de Leon will
take a- crew loday and 'h.ul to-
morrow., '

¥ ¥ *

Last week we shipped about
forty-fout men out. 'We have
ahout- thirteén men in "the Ma-
rine hospital now.

" To date we have voted ninety-
niné men, and we have one more
week to vote; so all 'you fellows
who have not voted yet had bet-
ter get around to the Union halle
and vote,

L g * qe

We have gained a new point on
the' ships in the past ' wéek by
getting “‘the Company {o agree to
put electric refrigerators in the
mess' rooms in the'place of the old
obsolete ‘fcé hoxes. The new ships
are being equipped with them be-
fore they leave and the other
ships will get them as thé old
ones need replacing.

L n *

We have just vreceived word
that one of our Brothers, one Ba-
&1l Selph, an A.B., has died in
Miss. That’s all for the week.

Fraternally yours,
Robert A. 'Matthews,
“'Enginé Patrélman.

MIAMI

July 24 1940

Things are going along nicely
here. The men on the Florida are
getting hell worked out of them
due to the Lion’s Convention but
are bringing in more and more
SIU pledge cards signed every
trip,

L3 * €

" Our local Commy, Frank Jones,
and his stoogés are getting some-
what worried now that the men
are wising up to them and see
that they mean them no good at
all.

e W 5§t

These NMU stooges being at
their wits end they are no long-
er' able- to ‘conceal what  dirty,
lowdown, - rotten- seum they are,
sueh as, Frankie Dean Has had
a nice. big, ugly stooge approach
the: men’s wives while down on
the dock to seé the ship off, and
informs' them that if their hus:
banfls don't Kick in and go down
the line with the 'NMU that they
wiil ‘be kicked off the ship. (The
girls gave him the horse-laugh.)

= L S ’

Another childish prank of
ship *break into' some of the
ship brokeé ‘into ‘somée ‘of the
men’s 1ockers and steal the SIU
pledge ‘tards! True *Commy tac-
tics 1009%. ‘There’ll be an- iron
eross from ‘Mescow ‘for Such good
work.

L3 * *

Jonesy is very busy now. He's
way back in his hideout cooking
Up a batch of goulash for the
Pilot to “sweep the membership
off its feet” with the progress he’s
imade here. He's even contemplat-
ing putting a picture of an SIU
pledge card in, That'll be the only

thm

PHILADELPH] A

Editor, Seafarers’ Log:
This Hall ‘of brotherly love
shippéd about 60 men. HOW

COME? Well, we crewed up two |,

ships, the Seatrain N.J. & S.8.
Bienville.” The Bienville came
hiere ‘with a cargo”of beefs much
larger’ than her holds. ‘ THings
were ‘adjusted satisfactory, so the
boys 4ll paid'off and' went home
2 ¥ L
Buckman was running wild,
trying to get the men for ‘tHe
above-named ships. He' finaily
succéeded h déing s0. We' believe
tHig Was''an’ aecdmﬁllshmehf that
déserveés “commeént, “whéh ‘you
take into conﬁlderahon that there
weére orly about forty (40) ‘men
kegistered oH all three deparf-
ments. Now that things hdve
gone back ts fhormal again_ the
mén we “have on the beach A’t
present ‘are' enough,
A S AN
Flanagan eame back from his
hard-éarned vacation all flushed
from the Coneéy Island Sstoves.
Believe it or mot, this "was the
firgt vacation he evel' had. The
shipownels nevér did think he
was' ‘entitled to one from them.
All in all he said he had a h\\e”
time.
B b ok
The shipowners are trying to
pul a fast oné over on the sea-
nien again. Wé have it from good
atthority that the bill Knowh as
H."R. 6881 [s siated to ‘corhe up
before the House Committee bn
July 23,1940, This bill'is'designed
to place the seamen in the same
category as ‘the ‘longshoremszn.
THeére is only a limite'd amount of
compensation for various kinds of
m;urfes Under the strcct phys-
ical' réquiréments necessary for
seamen, this bill, if passed, will
doom” many~of us to ‘be beggars
on the 'streets.
? * % X
EVERY "SEAMAN SHOULD
MAKE IT HIS BUSINESS TO
MAKE IT ‘KNOWN 'TO THE
COMMITTEE THAT THEY RE-
SENT THIS INFRINGEMENT
ON THEIR WELFARE,
Harry "AC Collins, 496, Agt.

NEW ORLEANS

July 17, 1940
Editor, The Seafarers' Log:
Shipping on deck and below for
the past week was good; hot so
hot in the 'Steward’s Déepartment.
* n ¢

0w t'H

The S.S. Del Alba came in
needing a colored Chief Cook and
2nd Cook, but we were not able
to replace them. Finally had to
ship white cooks instead.

P ] £

The S. S. Narcissus took six
AB s today for standby and is
figurmg on takmg on a full deck
de’partment on Monday. ' There
are only tén SUP men registered

here, so after’ Monday “the hall |-

NoTICE

wifll be nearly 8leared of SUP

men.
R I

So if any replacements are
needed they will be pretty hard

to &

Buck Stephens,

thing in the paper that don’t

stink,
g ‘e 'k ow

Here's the best one of all, but
it must be kept strictly confiden:
tial. 1t has been wafted to me
that Jones is none other than a
little butterfly. Ooh, la, la! T
must look him up. Come to t_hink
of it, he does have big ears.

J. S. White, G. 56.

JACKSONVILLE

Jacksonville, Florida,
July 15, 1940
The Reafarers’ Log:
Dear Sir and Brother:
- Aftér reading thé issue of The
Selz]arer's’ ‘Log, dated July 9th, I
wonder whether the membership
of ‘the S.I,U. realize the obstacles
which confronted the committee
who were negotiating with @ the
Bull Line for the $10 increase in
wages and the 10 cents an hour
overtime,

Last'Monday night’s meeting in
the ‘port of Jacksonville went on
record, giving thi§ commiittée a
vote ‘of ‘confidetice for their ef-
forts in tryihg 'to secure ‘the 10-
4nd-10."' We 'khow that they were
forestalled because the rag-sheet,
Khown as the File-it, had come
dut With' a statemeént urging the
riembers of° the NMU to accept
a $2:50 increase in wages and‘no
fncrease in oVertime. -Don’f for-
get, Brothers,’ that the ‘scabby
contrélled 1eadership of the NMU
would “have' jumped-at this occa-
sion ' and ‘bargainéd with the Buil
Line and =sailed those ships for
nothing, -adding %o “their 'slogan
the extuse of “orgamzmg the un-
organized.”

And to think that the scabby
leadership of the NMU is telling
their membership that the S.1.U.
is nothing more than a shipown-
€rs ‘organization! 'Compare both
organizations, Brothers. and see
who "has done most for the sea:
en today.

How many of the Brother sea-
men today know this Saviour of
the Seamen 'who calls' 'himselt
Jack Lawrenson? How many know
of hig Doghouse fame?

Remember, Comrade, when vou
were ‘editor of the scandal sheet
called the Doghouse News? When
you were oné of the Seamen's In-
stitute’s chief stool-pigeons? Re-
member, Jack, how you used to
point the bad boys out to Ma Ro-
per and have them thrown out of
25 South Street?

Imagine this rat being a leader
of séamen. It's enough-to make a
hippopotamus laugh.

Brother’” ‘'members, whenever
mén of his ilk ‘are 'connected with
dny bona fide labor movement, ‘it
¢an mean only one thing, and that
is! bdd news for the “rank and
file. Go back just a few years and
see who were the ones who ad-
vocatéd’ the ™ famous ~Maritime
Commission Training Ships and
all the anti-labor legislation that
.is being introduced against sea-
men today in' Congress,

If'it hdd not been for the Rats,
who have been playing ball with
the Maritimé Commission, there¢
wouldn’t have been all those bills
intfroduced in Congress. All'I can
say is this: the bonafide seamen
who malke up the backbone of the
NMU will wake up some day and
say that the "S.I.U. of N.A. has
sure been going to town' for the
deamen. T am suyve that the ma
jority of their membership will
say: “There is an organizaltion
which is controlled by the mem-
bership and for the membership,
and that iz the only real union
for seamen.”

Steady as she goes!

F. Lauritano.

Mobile, Ala.
July 24,1940
Lionel Murrell wishes his
brother, Willie Murrell, to
get in touch with him im-
mediately on some very ur-
gent‘ bisiness. “His address
5788 follows: f
Lionel Murrell,
[.8.8. Hydro,
Pensacola, Florida

Operators Support

 Law Dppos
By Seznmel?ll

(Continued from Page 1)
Impartial Parade

In addition to the shipowners,
a parade of so-called’ "impartlal"
witnessés appeared to testify in
cuppont of the bill. All, of courgs,
protesting  their “dlsmtereste'ﬂ
impartiality.” Tt is beyond all Uit
derstandmg' If a person is truly
“impartial” it would 'seem that
the propér course to follow would
be to stay home and permit the
intexested parties to present thetr
case. This rarely happens. THe
theory is, tHat the c¢loak of “im-
partiality” lends more wWeight %o
the testimony of the wifnésses.
So . .. the “impartial” withessos
took up so much' time on the
stand that a number of seameén
who had made the trip to Wash-
ington to testify on hehalf of the
seamen, were unable to ‘do so as
they had to leave for their hotﬁés",
while the “partial and impartiapP’
witnesses supporting the meagure
unburdened themselves -2

‘“The Public”

Even more pernicious than the
so~called “impartial”’ witness is
the witness who passes himseif
off as representing “the public.”
Heaven preserve us from these
two types of “disinterested” wit-
nesses who often proclaim them-
selves as ‘friends of the sea-
men!” How are these persons.
who represent ‘the public,” se-
lected? From whom do they get
their mandate? Who signs their
credentials? There is probably
less than one-half of one per cent
of ‘the public” who are even
aware of the hearings on this par-
ticular bill! Out of this percen-
tage, the seamen probably consti-
tute the Targest section of the
public in whose name these indi-
viduals speak. There is probably
no more sanctimonious fraud
than the person who, usually hav-
ing an ‘axe of his Own to grind,
hides his motive behind that ab-
stract * and anonymous * entity,
“the public.” And in the “public
interest,” they sit in the lap of
the shipowners and pipe theif
tune.

For and Against

A roster of those appearing in
support of the compensation act
for seamen will completely ex
20se the hypocritical conlention
that. the bill is being introduced
for the benefit of the seamen.
Those testifying in support of the
nill were:

Frank J. Taylor, representing
the American Merchant Mari
Institute, the shipowners asso:
ciation on the East Coast.

“Captain” Peterson, legislative
representative  of (h® Pacifie
Coast Steamship Owners Associa-
tion.

L. H. Callahan, representing
the Maritime Association of {hé
Port of New York, a shipowners’
organization,

. H. L. Robinson, Claim Agent
for “the Collier Owners' Associa-
tion, a shipowners’ association,

Insurance Actuary, hired by the
shipowners as-“expert” witness. ’

Professor Blanchard (“Impar-
tial”) from the Columbia Univer-
sity, representing himself!

Father Walsh (“Impartial”) of
Georgetown Universily, represent=
ing “the public.” -

A, 0. Morasson (“Impartial”),
Seamen’s = Church Institute - of
New York, representing himself.

Dr. J. C. Healey (“Impartial’),
Chaplain, Seamen’s House, YMCA,
New York City, representing h!mv
sélf.

(Analysis of the act is printcd
elsewhere in this issue.)

ne
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THE SEAFARERS’ LOG

BALTIMORE

BALTIMORE, Md., July 15,
1940.—Shipping continues aver-
age with 86 men shipped and 98
registered during the week. Total
beach registration in all three de-
partments numbers 190. The
number of men registered in this
port at present, although high en-
ough for normal turnover, will
have to be supplemented greatly
when the ships from the tied-up
fleets now being reconditioned as

fast as possible, start coming out.-

Announcement that the MC in ad-
dition to the ten ships already
being reconditioned in various
shipyards, intends bringing out
tan more in the near future
means that the Government 18 go-

‘ahead with their plan to put
all, 123 ships of the tied-up fieet
back in service.

. Ten More Ships

£iThe latest ten ships are the
BEDENTON, PACIFIC OAK,
SEATTLE SPIRIT, WEST CAMP-
GAW, and WEST KEENE laying
fn“the James River and the EL-
DENA, POLYBIUS, WEST CRES-
SEY, WEST ELCASCO, and
WEST MAXIMUS laying at New
Orléans. On the fact of it the
number of ships being put back
into service will cause an acute
shortage of skilled seamen, but
scheduled curtailment of services
fn_some of the Coastal and Inter-
coastal Lines early in the Fall
2nd the present laying up of a
goodly number of tankers will
probably put enough men on the
beach. to keep things going.
K880 has sent the CLARK, TEA-
GLE, SEUBERT, COBB,
BARNES, A. C. BEDFORD,
GLENPOOL, WELLER, STEED,
and PRATT to their tied-up an-
chorage at Solomons Island.
Ships sales to foreign govern-
ments has slowed down consider-
ably with only three reported sold
or transferred in the past two
weeks.

#opcu Training Salesmen!

T ‘Mississippi’s DELORLEANS
go~s on her trials down the river
toaay. Her sister ship, the DEL
ARGENTINO slides down the
ways at the Bethlehem Yard this
week. Maryland Drydock is shunt-
dng several tied-up old-timers
Away from the yard to make
@aom for their hig re-condition-
‘i8¢ .Jjob on six ships. The Key
‘Highway yard is reconditioning
the' old EDGEMONT which when
finished will be sent out to the
Coast as an MC training ship.
She will be named the AMER-
(MEAN SAILOR and base at Port
Hueneme, the new West Coast
port. The AMERICAN SAILOR
is being sent to the Coast at the
demand of West Coast college
boys who are indignant over the
fact that East Coast college men

. ¢an take a cruise on the AMER-
- ICAN SEAMAN during the sum-

mer vacations, while if they want
a little sea air they have to go
passenger on some ship and pay
for it. We don’t blame them. Why
should they spend their own mo-

_-mey for a cruise when they can

ride free at the expense of the
taxpayers. We often wonder
where all the MC “trainees” go to
after they’'ve been “trained.”
We've met up with a lot of sea-
men during the past year or so,
but the only training school grad-
uate we ever ran into was a
young fellow selling candy on old
“Smokey Joe,” the Love Point
ferry. As a seaman he was a good
¢andy salesman,
Fish Strike Ends

| The men on the Boston Fish

NEWS and VIEWS

Ten Ships Back -~ Fish Sirike Ends
NMU’s New Low -~ Wake Up, ACA Men!

Trawlers have gone back to work
after a two-month strike. The
fishermen won out with wage in-
creases, etc, The Seamen’s In-
jury Compensation Act has been
sneaked out into the open again
by the shipowners’ lobby down
Washington way but is being
smacked back into cover by SIU-
SUP representatives who have
been on the watch for it. The
bill now being studied by a Con-
gressional committee which re-
guires the registration of all in-
dividuals, groups, or organiza-
tions in the pav of, or working
for, foreign governments, will kill
the Communist Party in this
country, but it probably will pop
right up again under ancther
name. Communism isn't so much
an evii than it is the symptom of
an evil. The average human being
seldom, if ever, accepts Commi-
nism willingly; he is usually
starved into accepting it. You
can't kill Communism or Nazism
by passing laws, bul they can be
destroyed by  eliminating the
causes that produce them: umnem-
ployment, low wages, sweat
shops, hunger, and economic op-
pression. One sweat shop, even if
it is owned by a hundred per cent
American patriot,” will produce
more commumists than the plead-
ings of a dozen Browders.

. New Low!

For''a’ new low in cutthroat
tactics we give you the attempts
of the NMU-ACA clique to under-
sell the SIU-SUP-CTU wage
scales and bonus riders. It's a
matter of record in certain iIn-
stances lately that the CIO out-
fits have offered to man ships un-
der the prevailing scale in a stu-
pid endeavour to undersell the
bona fide maritime organizations.
Friend shipowner, however, may
be dumb but not'that dumb, ex-
perience having taught him that
it's better to hire skilled men in
the first place, even if it does
cost him more in wages, than to
have his ship delayed and his
service disrupted by'a:gang put
aboard solely for that-purpose.

Never Learn

Although the representatives of
other maritime organizations
might not admit this to their
membership in public, most of
them admit quite freely in pri-
vate that the gains in wages and
improvements in working condi-
tions they have obtained for
their memberships were obtained
by trailing along behind the SIU-
SUP. There is no instance in the
whole field of maritime organiza-
tion where the SIU-SUP did not
crack the line first and get bet-
ter conditions. :-before any other
Union had even reached first
base.

Should Wake Up!

Everyone knows this; that is
everyone except the leadership of
the ACA (CIO radic operators),
who after riding along on the tail
of the SIU-SUP rocket for the
past five years and thus getting
better than a fifty per cent in-
crease in wages which they
would mnever- have goften by
themselves in a million years;
now turns around and prints a
mess of scurrilous lies against
the men that helped them out,
These ACA boys should remem-
ber that the SUP made them, and
if they don’t pull in their chins
a little bit, the SUP can break,
them.

Fraternally,
W. H. Elkins.

MORE ABOUT —

Compensation Law

Deprives Seamen
0f B_gg«_efits

(Continued from page 1)

the Compensation Aect.

We were successful last year in
blocking it. Now the same thing
{8 coming up again, according to
the wire, before the Senate on
July 23, So, we will have to start
the old fight over again.

The membership, last night,

wend on record, in answer to this
new threat against our rights, to
instruct the Secretary of the
Union to proceed to Washington,
D. C,, and fight this Bill to the
limit, \
For a period of many years
Congress, through the earnest
representation of seafaring organ.
izations, has set up various laws
for the protection of seamen.

Under the general Maritimy
Law now in effect, the seamen ard
entitled to what is known as
maintenance and cure. By this it
is meant that if a seaman be.
comes ill or injured in the serv:
fce of his ship, he can cbtain
medical service including hospita:
lizatlon. In addition, a seaman is
entitled to recover maintenance
while outside of the hospital until
his physical condition becomes
fixed. Maintenance while outside
of #he hospital has been pald at
nothing less than $2.00 per day.

If a seaman happens to be on
ship's articles, he is also entitled
to his wages until the end of the
voyage, These are absolute liablll

ties upon the vessel irrespective. |

ly of any question of negligence.

In addition to this if the sea-
man is injured due to negligence
of the shipowner, the master or
any other officer or through the
negligence of a fellow-worker, he
is entitled to not alone mainte-
nance and cure, but also to a
claim of damage by reason of
negligent conduct of the vessel’s
owner.

The claim of damage would in-
ciude besideg maintenance and
cure the full amount of wages
lost, payment for permanent dis-
abillty and for pain and cuﬂerlng.'

The right to sue for damages
was granted the seamen under
the Federal Employees’ Liability
Act, made applicable to seamen
by Section 33 of the Shipping Act
of 1920.

What can a seaman gain by a
compensation act that he has not
now? Nothing, He'll stand to lose
a lot. :

Under the prevailing Compen-
sation Act he would be limited to
recovery of compensation only
for the actual time that a polit-
ically appointed compensation
commissioner, in his opinion,
found the seaman was actually
disabled.

Under the present compensa-
tion laws, called the Longshore-
men and Harbor Workers’ Act, all
a man can recover for total dis-
abllity is $7,500.00; that is the
maximum 8et by law. Total dis-
ability means a man is physically
unfit to do any kind of work for
the rest of his life. How long .can
a man who is a physical wreck
live on $7,500.007 It ig fair to as
sume that after a period of five
years this man will‘depend on
charity in order to llve the rest
of his life. What a future for a
man who, say for instance, was
totally disabled at the age of 28,

The seaman under the present
system has a right to sue. He
has a right to put his case before
a jury and records will show in
cases there where seamen wera
totally disabled, they have re-
ceived amounts three and four
times as much as fs stipulated by
the Compensation Law.

Text of Addendum tc;Agreemenf
Signed With Savannah Lines

NORTH AMERICA and

The regular overtime ra
agreement shall eontinue in
addition thereto there shall

of ten cents (10c¢) per hour.

are to be effective from July
1941, inclusive.

PRESIDENT AND GEN

(Signed) John Hawk
SECRETARY-TREASUR

The bagic wages get forth in the agreement between
the SEAFARERS INTERNATIONAL UNION OF

COMPANY OF SAVANNAH, dated January 20th, 1939,

.»and ag amended February 21st, 1939 and February bth,
1940, shall continue in full force and effect, but in-addi-
tion thereto there shall be paid to all unlicensed ratings
to which the agreement applies, a temporary emergency
war-time increage of $7.50 per month.

war-time increase in the regular overtime rate of pay

In event any ships should sail on a foreign voyage
the temporary emeérgency war-time increase shall be
$10.00 per month and an increase of ten cents (10c) per
hour in the regular overtime rate from the time the
ship signs on until the ship pays off.

The above temporary emergency war-time increases

- OCEAN STEAMSHIP COMPANY OF SAVANNAH
(Signed) E. R. Richardson

SEAFARERS INTL. UNION OF NO. AMERICA

the OCEAN STEAMSHIP

te of pay set forth in the
full force and effeet, but in
be a temporary emergency

22nd, 1940 to January 31st,

ERAT. MANAGER

ER

NEWS FROM

Headquarters

Seatrain Beefs Reports
Saturday Quitting
: NEW YORK :

Seatrain Beefs

Patrolman Ingenlath reported
several complaints  handled on
the Seatrain ships, the New York
and the New Jersey. On the
“New York” the men demanded
fumigation and new mattresses,
which the company has promised
to comply with. On the same ship,
oilers had been required to do
sooging and painting. This beef
has now been satisfactorily set-
tled.

On the Seatrain New Jersey,
the oilers have been given sta-
tions too big to handle, so that
they have had to do wiper’s work
in addition to their own. In the
words of Brother Armstrong,
these were *“stations to end all
stations.” At this writing, the
beef is still in the process of set-
tlement.

Saturday Quitting

There have been several In-
stances here of men hitting the
dock after 3 P.M. on Saturdays,
when the shipping hall ig closed
and unable to furnish replace.
ments until next Monday. Men
acting thus injure relations be-
tween the union and the company
to the detriment of the member-
ship as a whole.

Two men, Edward St. Nicholas
(2517) and Anthony Mackesy
(6081) were caught in such an
action on July 6 and ordered back
on the 8.5, MANUELA by the
patroiman on duty.. There is a
growing sentiment hers to make
men, guilty of this kind of of-
fense, accountable before the
membership. Ships usually stay
in port for several days and there
is no reason why men who want
to quit can't do 8o in time for the
union to make the necessary re-
placements.

Further Negotiations!

With the Savannah increase in
the bag, a commlittee, headed by‘
Secretary-Treasurer John Hawk,
has been negotiating amendments
to the agreement with the New
England  Steamship Company.
Brother Hawk had to return ta
New York in connection with the

fAZiic e TRt o N L

CANADA SEAMEN'S
OFFICIAL JAILED

Cracking down on civil liber-
ties under the pretext of 'de-
fense” measures, Canadian au-
thorities have arrested J. A.
“Patl" Sullivan, president of the
Canadian Seamen’s Union, affili-
ated to the SIU, (A. F. of L.).
Brother Sullivan was picked up
in his hotel room and held under '
Section 21 of the Defense of Can-
ada Regulations.

The Regulations

According to Hlection 21, “the
minister .of justice, if satisfied
that with a view to preventing a
particular person from acting in
a manner prejudicial to the pub-
lic safety it is necessary to do so,
may, notwithstanding anything
in these regulations, make an or-
der . . . directing that he be de-
tained in such place, and under
such conditions as the minister
of justice may from time to time
determine.”

Just ‘‘Detained”

Consequently, no warrant was
issued and no trial contempilated.
Sullivan is just to be “detained.” -
His crime? He “acted in a man.
ner prejudicial to the public
safety” by doing his duty in lead-
ing the recent seamen’s. atrike
on the Great Lakes, voted for by a
big majority of the membership.
He participated, defending the in-
terests of the geamen, at the fed-
eral conciliation buard hearings,
which have followed the govern-
ment’s breaking of the strike.

Kept Secret

According to the Toledo Union
Leader, svery effort was made to
keep the arrest secret. Had Sulll-
van uol been able, by a clever
ruse, to, convey an intimation of
his fate to a friend, he would just
have “disappeared.”

strike of the S.8. Algic, and nego-
tiations were left in the handas eof
John Mogan and John Manches:
ter, Boston and Providence
agents respectively.

In Memoriam

WILLIAM J. SIGGERS
Died in the Marine Hospital
at Baltimore, Md. -
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