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EASTERN COMPANY ABSOLUTELY REFUSES

JUSTIFIED DEMANDS OF MEMBERSHIP

LOCAL INSPECTORS CHARGE

SEATRAIN NEW YORK CREW

; Skipper Becomes Confused in Testimony
' When Lawyer Cross-Questions Him

CREW DID NOT REFUSE DUTY -

New York, Apnl 13—The hocnl Bureau of Marine [nspec-
tion and Nawgatmn, in an effort to cause some unnccessary
trouble to the 'men who struck the Seatrain New Yeork in
Hoboken on Mareh 29, last week (April 5) sent the entire
crew notice tor appear at their loeal ‘office for investigation
on Apri! 12, 1939. The specifications. for the investigation

were as followq

“While employed under the

authority of the certificate

issued to you by this ‘Bureau 'and signed . under
Articles” on' the steamer SEATRAIN NEW

stqéhmar being fully ‘stored,
equupped, under steam, and in all
other respects: ready to proceed

to sea on Mazch 92, 1939, between

the hours -of 3:50 P.M. aad 6:00
_PM., did: '

Phopey Charges
~ “1, Refuse to obey the lawful
commands of the master.

“2. Refuse to proceed to sea on
the vessel without reasonable
cause, and absented yourself from
the . vessel within twenty-four
hours of sailing time without per-
mispion, in violation of Section
4596, U. S. Revised Statutes 46-
0USC-701.

“3. .'To the hinderance of com-
merea, you did wrongfully and un-

shipping
YORK, said

<
reasonably refuse to. perform your
duties after having signed Arti-
cles as ‘authorized by the terms
of your certificate in violation of
Section -4440, ‘U.-S. Revised Sta-
futes, Title 46, Section 240, there-
by preventing said steamer SEA-
TRAIN*NEW YORK from depart-
ing as qcheduled

“Your trjnl on the ahove charge
and spec!ﬁc'ltlon% will bé conduct-
ed at 45 Broadway, New York
City, Room 900, on Wednesday,
April 12, 1939, at 10;00 A.M,, at
which time and place you are di-
rected to appear to show cause
why vour certificate issued to you
by this Bureau should not be sus-

(Continued on Page Four)

SIU MEMBERSHIP VOTES T0

RESPECT NMU Pil

Memberslup Res

—

PICKET LINES

ents Propaganda Being

. Circulated by Waterfront Gessips
NMU CLEARANCE NOT NEEDED

At New York Headquarters: meeting on April 17, the assembied

membership hnanimously endorse
WHERAS: The shipowners
by refuam?

d the following Resolution:
have forced a lockout on tankers

to renew the-agrsement, so therefore

BE IT'RESOLVED: That we, the members of the Seafarers’

-Intematuonﬁl Union of North:

America, reaffirm our  previous

stand, and respect any picket line established againgt the bosses

_for_wages or conditions. <.

The Reaohftxon was signed” by
Matthew Dushane and Roland
Dean, ‘and. the membership enthu-
siagtically voted in its favor.

Vicious Propaganda

Certain elements within the
NMU have been circulating propa-
ganda that the SIU ‘was planning
to ship finks on the tankers, and

the foregoing Resolution gives the’

lie to these vicious statements.
“The SIU has never:had any inten-
tion of attempiing to move in' on

{the NMU when they Have.a legi-

timate strike in- progress, and
does mot endorse-nor condone gsuch

- tactics. X

However, we understand that
the NMU powers-that-be have
taken it upon themselves to de-
mand that all men shipping out,
regardless of TUnion affiliation,
must get a clearance card from
the NMU! Needless to say, we do
not endorse any such dictatorial
policy. When a man ships from
the SIU Hall, and has in his pos-
session assignment cards indicat-
ing to what ship he is being sent,
it should most certainly be evi-
dence enousgh that he is not going
apoard any NMU tanker!

(Oontinued on Page Four)

NMU Member Flays
Phoney Policies

Questions Actions

OFf Officials
.WHY LOAD-"HOT" OIL

“3 . TANKERS SAIL, N.M.U.
ASSERTS 37 ARE TIED UP”
(Headline in the N. Y. Herald
Tribune, April 21.)

It is a fine state of affairs when
stiiking tankermen are compelled
to rely on the Capitalist press for
news pertaining to the progress
made in their struggle with the
oil companies. Without bias, one
can easily state that the only offi-
ciel news put out by the N.M.U.
comes on par with the news found
in"the "Ladies Home Journal”. If
there ‘ever was & time when
Joseph and the rest of the brain
trust (?) owed the rank and file
some clear and defimite informa
tion, now is the time, The men.on
the picket lines have a damned
good explanation coming to them
for ‘the strange antics and theo-
ries  that their representatives
have come out with so far. Frank.
ly, from the viewpoint of men
who have been through a few
strikes, the question: “What is it,
stupidity of deliberate sabotage
that is behind the policy of the
N.M.U. in its present stand on the
tanker strike?” is not out of place,
nor impertinent.

“Hot Oil" Question
Why has there not been preper

picket-lines funtioning at top-
speed from the moment the strike
was called? Why has Joe Curran
permitted the SS Exchorda to sail
with. “hot 0il,” thereby making
(Continued on Page Four)

Further Evidence
Against Eastem

Refusk to Adiﬁsf
Conditions in
Stewards Dept.

COMPANY PROFITS

Further evidence of the Eastern
Steamship Co.’s unwillingness to
grant any concessions whatsoever
to the Negotiating Committee, was
their reaction to the following con-
ditions asked for in the steward's
department:

1. An increase in the personnel
of the steward’s department on all
ships.

2. Adjustment of pay dor all
ships, - bringing them up to the
scale of the Boston-New York
ships. :

3. EHight hours in port, and
nine hours at sea for passenger
ships,

4. Vacations.

(Continued on Page Four)

WIlL MAKE NO CONCESSIONS
TO NEGOTIATING COMMITTEE

—

Fifteen Day Extension Gave Company
Time to Stall-and Plant Stooges

MAKE JOB ACTION WATCHWORD '

‘own, and put up the phoney plea that if they are forced to

will go broke! They claim that if the contract is altered in
any way from the one under which we have been working
for the past year, they will have to tie their ships up. This
is plain unadulterateéd bunk! With the advent of the World’s

preparations made to get the

No Unjust Demands

The Negotiating Committee did
NOT make any unjust.demands of
the Eastern Steamship Co., and
asked only for. what the men on
the ships had already stated they
wanted. They are now circulat-
ing the phoney propaganda that
we are deliberately trying to
break them through alleged exor-
bitant demands, in a vicious at.
tempt to descredit your officials!
Place absolutely no credence in
any such rumors, because they are
false!

The Committee asked that the
working hours for the steward’s
department be adjusted to a more
reasonable standard. The Com-
pany refused to even consider this,
and made the statement that the
men in this department do not
actually work over an average of
six hours a day. When asked to
back this statement up by putting
in. the agreement that the work:
ing hours of the steward’s depart-
ment ghall not be more than six
hours a day, they immediately
craweled out from under!

Overtinte Refused

The Conhipany inSists that one
hour in twenty-four be allowed for
the purpose of docking and un-
docking, and also insist that it
must apply to both deck and en-
gine departments. Why should
any man work an extra hour with-
out compensation? This parti¢u-
iar condition has long been a bone
of contention, and must be
stopped!

The Company fiatly refuses to
pay overtime to the deck depart-
ment for work performed after
5:00 P.M. and before 8:00 A.M., or
on Saturday afternoons, Sundays
or holidays, for the watch on deck.
The system of sailors performing
manua! work at night has long
beén outmoded, and there is no
good reason why the ESSCO

should not also get up to date.

Fair here, this company is quite naturally anticipating a de-
cided inmcrease in the passenger traffic, and ws understand
t they are already booked up solid for practically the
ol~ summer. THERE IS NO VALID ' REASON WHY
THE SEAMEN SHOULD NOT ALSO SHARE IN THESE
PROFITS! WE HAVE PUT UP WITH THE COMPANY ’S
PLEA OF POVERTY MUCH TOO LONG!
#

On the New York-Boston run
ships, we asked for a double day
for both Saturday afternoons and
Sundays, but the company will
grant the double day for Sunday
only.

Extension Granted *

We were gracious enough to

grant the Eastern Steamship Co.,

a fifteen day extension of tha’

agreement, but—what came of it?

Nothing was accomplished during.

that fifteen days, other than the
fact that it afforded the company
a further opportunity to stall

around, and plant a few more-

stooges on their ships. Now—
after this extension of time—ithey

don't want to grant any of our

perfectly just demands!
RIGHT NOW, WE HAVE NO
AGREEMENT WITH THE EAST-

ERN STEAMSHIP €O, 8O
THERE IS NO LEGAL CON-
TRACT TO BE BROKEN'

THROUGH ANY ACTION YOU

MAY TAKE!
Efforts Abandoned
The Negotiating Committee has
abandoned all further efforts to
reach a satisfactory agreement
with the Company, as they are
well aware that they do not in-

The Eastern Steamship Co. has flatly refused to deal with .
the Negotiating' Committee on terms any other than their

sign any agreement for increased- wages or overtime, they '

tend to accede to any of our de- .

mands, and have assumed an ada-
mant, dictatorial pose! They have
flatly refused to grant any in-
crease in wages!!

The question now confronting:

us is: ARE WE WILLING TO
CONTINUE TO WORK UNDER
THE OLD PHONEY AGREE-
MENT? Or: DO YOU WANT AN
AGREEMENT WITH INCREAS.

ED WAGES, IMPROVED WORK- .

ING CONDITIONS, AND MORE
OVERTIME?
IF YOU WANT THE LATTER,

—AND WE ARE SURE THAT ,

YOU DO, —ARE YOU WILLING
TO GO TO BAT FOR IT? :
We do not believe that our mem-
(Continued on Page Four)
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EDITORIAL

d

Tivents of the past weeks certainly should have proven to
all and sundry that the Seafarers’ International Union of
North America is very definitely in the field to secure 'the
yery best wages and eonditions possible for the seamen, and
is not going to take NO for an answer.

The agreements with the Seatrain Lines and with the
Aiierican Range Lines ave really outstanding examples of

what agreements _e{ln_buld be 1'11'{6.. and it is our opinion that
there aren’t any betfer ugreements on this eoast. The NMU-

madeé an atteémpt to get an agreement with the Seatrains, and
failed nijserably, dnd it mist canse them no litfle concern to
see the SIU successfully ‘strike ‘their ships, and then get a
first class agreement signed on the dofled line.. {Note to Joe
Curran: There is also a definite clause in both agreements
calling for coffee time!) ;
_ MILITANT ACTION SUCCESSFUL

Along with_ the signing of these agreements, the crews of
several ships, through the medium of a little job action, and
the proper application of economic pressure, gained cerfain
conditions they had démanded. For instance, the erew of the
Greylock of the Robin Line, by refusing to pay off the ship
until a settlement was made, obtained the payment of con-
siderable overtime that this company had never been forced
to pay previously. The overtime itself was legitimate, but the
Robiu Line has been forcing the crews to live up to the
phoney old ISU agreement, and refusing to pay them over-
time for any such work performed in any but the home port.
This had been going on for 'quite some time, and the crew of
the Greylock decided that if Had gone far enough, and-they
took the action nccessary to put a sty to it.

 The crew of the Waterman Iine ship, Panama City, put
up a legitimate beef about food and quarters, and got no
action gut.of the company until they threatened to walk off
the ship. Then the owners were only too eager to aceede to
the legitimate demands of this crew.
FORCE YOUR DEMANDS -

"The forégoing incidents are examples of what can be ae-
emhpl_ishéd through milifant action, and no man lost his job
bg¢zn}139 of it. The old fear of losing one’s job because of
probable reprisals by the shipowners for legitimate activify,
is on longer prevalent, and the SIU membership has devel-

~ ~gped an aggressive attitude, and are no 16nger to be denied.

Thete 4dre, at présent, negotiations in progress with the
Robin Line, and pending negotiations with the Colonial Navi-

- gation Company. Naturally, we expect the best apreements
possible with all of these conipanies, and we intend to exert

every possible effort fo obtain them. It is, of course, direetly.

mp to the membership involved to take direct action in the
event- any of these companies refuse to agree to grant any
just demands made of them.
of . : -y | " b Sl 5

g 'P. & 0. GETS TASTE OF ACTION

.h'gainst the Péninsulay and Occidental Steamship Conmpany,
_gad openly declared that they would remain on strike all
| wear, it necessary, to gain their point. These men are to be

| RONKONKOMO'S ‘F

‘membeérship in this Union.

'ONLY THROUGH YO

" The membership in Tampa and Miami were on strike

2
&
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ATTEMPTING TO MUSC

“Prowls Aronndi lEa‘s“tem f_ﬁ&éks’ ‘And
Tries to Deal With NMU
SEAMEN ALL WISE TO HIM

What has Dave Grange, :"I"he Rajé;li, of Ronkonkomo”,
been doing around the Eastern Steamship Co. docks and

ships? This perennial phoney, this px;odigous palpitating | ma

pain in the neck, is apparently cooking up some gort of a
Schieme, and we wouldn’t doubt but what it is being done
with the aid and cornivance of the Company,—or at léast,
with their knowledse! Don’t be fooled by this phoney, and
wind up behind the eight, ball agailli ok o o W g e
‘We hidve it, from fp’l&%le source, that the dashing Dave
'to NN{U Headquarters, wanting fo make 4 deal with
i fhi ho can turn the Bastern dips
The stooges that hd #ﬁﬁﬂpﬁy hag on some
of these ships pgngehandmg him plenty of the old baloney,
as it is 2 definitely proven fact that he can’t turn over even
one of this company’s ships. ; |
‘DISCREDITED FAKER 8
The seamen don’t want any part of thig discredited labor
faker, and they alf know, only too well, his odious record!
Why does he persist in injecting himself into the-picture? Is
he so much of an egoist that he belieyes he can again mislead
and delude the seamen, and sell them down the river once
more ? ‘ : .
It is quite some time since we have felt called upon to
pay any particular attenfion to this leech, but we feel that
the membership would like to know that he is again on the
prowl. However, we prediet that he won’t get far, as there
is an abundance of seamen who entertain no particular af-
tection for him, and want no part of him.
ON PROWL FOR PIE
All seamen should know, if they already don’t that this
parasitical hypoerite does not have their inferests at heart,
—_and never did! All he is interested in is the matter of
Jrig own self-aggrandizement. In othér words,—pie! His ‘‘big-

shot”” (Yes, we said “‘shot”) complex has apparently never

deserted him, and we doubt that it ever will. Just another

‘Hitler at heart,—that's Grange!

For some months, the ubiquitous {‘Rajah’’ has been trying
évery angle of Which he can think; to make some inroad on
the Seafarers’ International Union, but has net yet met with
any success. First he persuaded a committee to approach
your Union officials with & plea, that he be allowed to hold

Needless to say,—this move was
a complete flop! 'THen Tie made a brazen attempt to collect
State %ﬁe’iﬁﬁloyﬂiﬁj t Insurance by claiming that he had been
employed by the g}!!' what sqprengg;ggn!

i CAN'T FOOL SEAMEN == . ..

‘Although his name is not listed among the go;c,ai\lpd offi-
cers of the recently disinterred ISU, he is uoubiless very
active in the movement. Howecer, the pie pickings there
are very.shim, and he is trying his best, to musele in some-
where wliere he figures he can once again be Number One
Pie-Card! , S , '.

A nice guy, Dave, and we’d trust him just about. as far
as we conld-throw Ferdihand the Bull by his tail! We wish
to caution all members to be very wary of this character,
and not to put, any stock in the bunk he passes out. We
realize that heis a good talker, and is a past master in the
art of deceit, but we still don’t believe that, with the reputa-
fion he has, he ean ioel any unsuspecting §e‘gm¢n‘aga’in!

Watch your step, ‘‘Rajah”,—we're watching YOU!

camdy

highly commended for the stand they took, and we knew
that, if they maintained this attitude, they couldn’t lose.
They struck these ships in protest against a direct yiolation
by the company, of a bona fide agreement and a Union prin-
¢iple. THhis outfit shipped men off the doek, and the real
Union men on the ships refused to put up with such pro-
cedure, and walked off the ships. More power to 'em, and
they have our congratulations, . . a4 .
BE MILITANT, BE AGGRESSIVE,—-BUT ALSO BE
FAIR AND JUST! ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT GOOD
CQHDITJOﬂs;MDfwggﬂs,,gan. BE BROUGHT ABOUT
0] R, OWN EFFORTS, AND THAT
+HE SHIPOWNERS HAVE NEVER GIVEN YOU ANY.
HING UNLESS YOU FOUGHT FOR IT! DON'T FORGET
HAT YOUR LEADERSHIP IS ONLY AS, STRONG AS
HE MEN BEHIND T! .rfw:Tom.»xm;.,m,m
BACKING, THEY ARE PRACTICALLY POWERLESS TO
DO ANYTHING;—S0 LET'S GET TOGETHER, AND GO
TO TOWN! ; [ G

" A ~

Tt oit
Highliglits

. Baltimore, Md., April 19—Ship-
ping continues fair along this wa-
terfront, with an average turn-
over of sixty members per week,
On the Calmar Line, the Company
came through with overtime for
the Bos'n standing a wheel watch,
and a 0,8, for going .into the
bilges. The mates on these Cal-
AT, Ships . are broken-hearted
thege qayé about having to toe the

|ling on the overtime question, es-

pecially the mate on the Mary-
mayr, who had te pay overtime for
shining the binnacle, after Be had

gone to a lot of trouble to scrape

the paint off it. |
re Oonditions Tmproved

. Condlitions on the Oxe 8S Line
are much improved. Bunk lighis
and . other conveniences for the
¢rew are being installed as rapid-
ly as possible, . On the trouble-
some food question, investigation

|showed that the :stéwards were
|.afraid of being fired if they were

in any way liberpl with the food
put aboard, but now they are pass:
Ing it out freely, knowing that if
they don’t, charges will be placed
against them, and then they real-
ly will be out of a job.

Jean Straightened Out
- On_the Bull Line's .SS Jean, the
er}lg of both the Deck and En-
gine Delegates at the same time
had a smell about it, and after a
battle‘which lasted all week, the
‘two brothers were put back to
work, Whilé taking action on this
matfer, the patrolmen cleaned up
a_few other detamils on the ship
by getting new mattresses and pli-
lows, ventilators. to the quarters,
and having the Bos'n and Carpen-
ter moved 'midships, to give move
space aft, The.food question on
this ship was also very thorough-
ly and satisfactorily cleaned up.
M & M Crews Waking Up,

_Concentration on the Merchants
and Miners Line is beginning to
lave its effect on the crews. Last
week saw a 100 percent SIU deck

-

department on one of the M&M

ships, and the election of a ship's

delegate. We can’t imagine what

vice-president Merrill of the Line,” °

who fought for the check-off sys-
tem {n order that there would be
no need for the patrolmen te con-
tact the ships, will think when ho
‘hears that there {s.a SIU delegate
aboard the ships at all timea. Mer-
rill, who evidently thought that
all a delegate went aboard & ship
for was to collect, dues, sepms .t
be due for a rude awakening whexn
the patrolmen start thumping de-
mands for imprayed working com:
ditions on his desk.
Port Council Officers

_ Preparatory to the AF. of L.
Executive Coungil’s meeting to be
held in Washington next month,
at which time the machinery for
the setting up of & National Mari-
time Trades Council will be set imn

.| motion, the Baltimore Port Coun-

ell elected pro-tem officers, with
Brother Andrew MacDonald of
the Commiercial Telegraphers
Union as President; Charles Di-
Guardo of the Wareéhousemen
Vice-President, and ‘Johin E. Lewis
of the ILA Chemical orks, sec-
retary, The loeal Council is ready
to go to fown on any cooperative
action necessary on the water-
front. ‘

NMU’ers strike has not affected
this port very much so far. due
to the absence of the vessels of
the lines on strike, However, as
was confirmed unanimously at our
last busineds meeting, the picket
lines of ‘the NMU will be strictly
o‘bsen:ved by our membership, The
Branch ‘is 1dlso supporting the
teamsters and the Bullding Trades
Council in the city-wide strike ac-
tion against mnon-union truck

drivers.

Bl
ga iy |
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NEWS from NEW ORLEANS |

SABOTAGE POINT ARENA BEEF
THROUGH DISUNITED ACTION

Members Inquire ‘Whiy Such Beefs Should

Not Be Settled
Headquarters

Without Recourse to

New Orleans, La.,

April 20—The e¢rew of the SS Point

Arena sailed from ’\Iobxle with the undérstanding from the

S & H Co.’s officials, throngh Armstrong, Mobile grganizer,

that everythmg wou.ld ke taken care of in New Orleans. ..
Bollinger, bUP Delegate in New Orleans, contacted the

shln in New Orleans, and leceivedﬁ

8 Iist with twenty-fqm dmerent
beets on it at a joint meeting of
the erew..

The SUP Delegate took two
ships’ delggates to _see Captain
'l‘heobold. who was instructed. that
it tHese . tbinga Were not taken
care, of, tbe crew wonld(quit and
that thene wene not enough men
ashon to fill the vmcanoies Cap-
tain. Theobold: agreed to give them
twenty, points, and investigate the
other toux

h Wh-e from !leudquarters
qulnt; the absence of the SUP
Delegale, someone «.nntaeted the
Company and hagd them Wile the
SUP in F‘risco for netruct ons,
a.lso the company paid for tele-
phone to MFOW&W and the MC&S
in Frisco. The wire from SUP
ﬁeqdnpm ters read as follows:

- “Please : supply crew for Point

Avena” (but does not state that
_it should be under fink hall condi-
‘tions or the rights o quit taken
from the men). “We have con-
tracts for all W.C. ships, and have
to furnish crews. If the ship ties
up here, crew will be entitied to
usuol transportation." Foregoing
wire, from Lundeberg, received at
SIU Hall, New Orleans.

_ Other Wim?

Would also like to have pub-
lighed in the next fssue the com-
munications from - Malone .and
Burke, which the .crew. has, which
never were shown to the Delegate
ashore,, and, Ma.loue or ., Burke |
never did, know what the, twenty
four demand or living conditfons
were on t ship, which were |
lousy: !

For' the protect{op of the few
militant men aboard, who quit at
the last minute, after all hopes
were lost for the cause. Let it be
said the men who quit did so after
being over-ruled by the ones who
sneaked up and signed on one at
a time,

Would-Be Militant

When the crew . was _contacted
=t ten o’'clock on samng and sign
ing on day, by the SUP Delegate,
a fireman told him "who was run-
ning the ship, the CTeW, or the
“men ashore,” and also 1umped up
like he was going to dump said
de(egate. but was discoulaged by
a few militant SUP men.  Said
fireman quit here, and said that
he would go to Mobile and ship
through the NMU hall, because he

_ would not ship through this “fink” |
, hall hert in N.O. Nine out of ten

were of the same opinion as this
man, in all three departments,
Why can’t beefs like. these be
handled, in this part, mstegd of
having:the;company sending wires
to. Headguarters — alsp. haying |
Headquarters set.mng things by
wire and (telephone, and. not |

knowing what the twenty-four

beefs were?
Delegates in all ports would lke

yv

fo have commun!ca.ttons come
through the Halls, iristead of fiay-
ing them come through the Com-
pany offices, like the long distance
calls to Burke and M;done in, re-
gard to the Point Arena in New
Orleans :

c. Coleman. SUP' No. 2739,

L. J. lollinﬁer, SUP -No 3859

T. Howard, SIU No. 173

MEMBERSHIP
GROWS

New Orleans. La., April 21—We
are constantly turning down sea-
men of all. depa;tments. coming in
to our hall daily, expecting to join
up with us. Some of: these per-
sons, we feel;§ure, are worthy of
our membership, ‘but, as we point-
ed out to them, we are not heing
swamped by & | 50 000 membership,
until such time comes when we
can offer a reasonable assurance
of fumishing each and every men-
bex a hving yeally wage.

Th:a is a Union for US
for ME or YOU!

Noturally, we are growxng Our
lmembeushlp is getting larger
every week but our Union Halls
are practically empty. We sée ﬂt
at.every, meeting, to elect an in-
vestlgatlng committee to investi-

te seamen desiring to join our
Unlon. to fill the vacancies left
open through bet{er shipping gon-
ditions. Those who pass said com-
.mitfees are fully dependable, and
 entitled to good faith of member-
ghip as a result of the investiga-
‘tion,

These lnvestlgatlng comittees
are dofng more than mvestfgatlng
new members. They are also
thinning out the finks, etc., ete.,
who got into.the AFLSU and SIU
through various methods. Natnr-
ally, we have ot idden otirSelves
of all the undesirables, but they
will surely show their colors soon
er or later.

NOT

In the course of ﬂve months,
our membership has lisen to ap-.
proximately 10,000. Companies un-
der our contract know that they
are all good seamen at heart. We
believe in fhe true fool-pr 001' con-
stitution and bylaws intrusted to
us by the SUP, by which we are
abiding. and under which we are
Wlllingly being obligo.ted

Df conrse, we have a Pow young
sters among us who do not know
the scove. For this reaso_n;we,are
trying to encourage the old-timers
to take the floor for about five min:
utes: each -meeting, -topeint out
what-they had to ge threugh, dur,
ling the old Fink: Hall days,. and,

togethex and fight. , No one knows
better than those who fought for
our rights.

‘Eugene Nobles

just why wejsshould: really stand

N

Miami, Fla., April 18—After six
days out in a walkoff, the SIU
crews of the Florida and Cuba at
tained their demands, and the
finks were paid off the car ferries.

The action faken by the men
was taken after trying all other
methods of peacetul settlement, at
which weé got nowhere. Direct ac-
tion was taken, and the results
were fortheoming. Which goes to
prove that direct action i3 the
best way to settle the big beefs.

This is the firét time the com:
pany has paid overtime in its his
tory.- Also, the ships are to be
drydocked shortly, and the quar-

ters wm be ﬂxed over.

NMU Organizer Wants Pie
. The. great “rank. and filthy” or-

going behind ,the picket lines. to
‘organize the finks, Also, when a
ship's crew wanted to, support the
SIU -men, heé . requested them to

ed, as nof. }ong ago he admitted

h!e of a sa.llor

'l‘he State of ¥liorida has at last
awakened to fhe fact that it pays
to be ofganized. All eyes were on
the results’ of ' this ‘Heel against
one of the most powerlul compan:
ies #n the stite. So a vietory for
the SIU means a vietory for all
Labor in the State of Florida.

I1/A - Cooperates
‘The longshoremen coopeiafed
one hundred perceni, and backed
the, seamen .up. Witb such unity
as this, the SIU should go far and
fast.

All &F, of L. Locals respected
our picker lines, and  helped tie
{he ships up Friseo style.

The car ferries. needed new
crews, and there aot being enough
men in the. STU Hall in. Miami,
your agent had to go down. to the
NMU, and turn over the A. B.'s and
0.8’s there to fill out tfhe comme
ment. As usual, the NMU agent
iran up the street begging us not
to take his men, as he considered
it unfair. Can we help, it when
the membership  knows what
Unlon is doing somethino' for
them besides spending their mon-
fés and signing phoney agree-
ments" 5

We now have t.hmgb pretty well
llned up on the P& 0O: —cash over-

time, closed shop, etc. Fx:esh milk,
and qpm‘t.exs to be ,enovated.

Talked with several NMU men
on: various vessels, and the only
argument they put up is the fact
that they say they like the NMU.
Why, T have yet to discover!

Do not ride Réd Top cabs in
Miami, and also demand, and buy
at the Union sign here.

J. Gunnison

'DEPARTURE

New Orleans. Apnl 16—Fu-
neral was held at MacMann’s
 Funeral Parlor on Sunday,
April 16, 1939 for Brother J.
H. Moller, who died at the
Marine Hospltal last Wednes-
day at 5:00 A.M.

Blothex Moller served as
Chief Steward with the Missis-
sippi Steamship Co., and was
meviously Port Steward for the
Dixie-U.K. Line, and the Kerr
$S Co,, wd was a good SIU of
NA-member. « His age was 76.

He is greatly missed by all
bands H, Peterson represent-
ed the Seafarers’at the funeral.

Finn Schefstad, Agent

gonizer. Joe Volpin, was noted for

gtay aboard. Thie s to be expect

that he. wanted pie, and not the

Mobile, Ala., April 21—Why is
it that all of a sudden the mem-
bers of MFOW are so concerned
with the militancy -of the SUP?
There is no seaman who can say
that the SUP was ever lacking, in
a legitimate beef; never have they
sold out the members of their af-
filated organizations; at all times

they ave there: when 'needed to
combat the eomimon enemy. All
geamen will” agrée that after all
the chatter and smoke clears, that
the program of ‘the SUP was
right, on the fink book fight, and
that we are also right in oppos-
ing the attempt to open fink halls
on the West Caast. It is under-
stood by all SUP members, and
all other mxhtant seamen, _that
opening ﬁnk halls on the Coast
will start. pjcket lines frgm San
piego to Bremer{,on Still our bro-
Lbers of the MFOW fear that we

to the Coast, who were not on the
picke} Iine« in ’34. As a point of
(qlormation to all, the SIU fs on
record to expel any member, of
the SIU who ships through a fink

in every way combat the Maritime
Commission halls, and the tr, ain-
ing ships. Tn other words, they
haye complete]y endorsed the SUP
program.

Point Snl inas Beel

Here on Wednesday, April 19,
the gang on the Peoint Salinas
were all ‘hot dand botliered as to
who was gomg to be shipped to
A1l the ¢réw on this ship. When
they were told that, to date, the
StUP has taken care of their own
business, and inténd fo ‘keep on
doing so, and ds ‘we did 'not ‘tell
them ‘who and what to ship, they
S ould wxse up; and sail with the
men shipped—they did!

No membcr of the SUP will
ship with-a known scab, and fur-
ther, no, man in his right mind

will ghip on:-a West Coast ship if
‘he isn’'t certain that he is clear.
So let’s stop squawking among
ourselves, and unite in the fight

doing everying to keep us fight-
ing.

8IU Neot Strike-Breakers

On the tanker questmn. the
word' is already out that the SIU
is shlppfnx then on the struck
tankers. What a laugh this is!
Before anyone -grves us any more
hooey of this sort—remember that
the SIU is made up of seamen
who still ;smémber that the pres.
ent messe'd‘ up Gulf situation came
about when " the "NMU moved in
through a leglumate picket line
against the Lykes SS Co.,, and
that the SIU is a real UNION to
be proud of—not to be used as a
c.trike-breaklng agency.

Here in, Mob:le, I'm-sure that
the members of the NMU are de-
voting their time. to figuring ways
and means to win the strike—and

‘are not worrying about the SIU

trymg to fink on them—and that’s
the wa.y it should be in all ports.
Sure, thele {s going to be lots of
the old baloney thrown around,
but just remember that, in any
legitimate beef—when it's all over
—that the seamen as a whole ara
fighting against the operators, and
that we must not climb ‘out on a
limb, and give John Boss a. saw!

Already, the Magnolia Co. have
tried ‘to have 'the SIU 'ship men,
and were seemingly surprised-to
get an emphatic “NO” for an an-
swer!

A. W. Armgtrong

SUP No. 2983

might, take members of the SIU

hall, and t.o p:cket said halls, and |

against the shipowners, who, are,

[ HAPPENINGS in MOBILE "

Mobile, Ala,, April 24—_The regu-
lar correspondent has shipped as
serang on the good ship Jean La-
fitte, so for 'this week you Wﬂ'l
have to take what you can get,
How those girls, and the scenery
on the other side call!

First and foremost;—this fs
convention “eel\ hele m the fajr

city of Mobile. Delégates are
floatiug  around thicker than
snowflakes, and the onl\ fl')'ing

they are all agreed upon is thdt
the AFL is coming back stmnger
tlmn ever. With the- new youpg
blood in‘ the Labor movement,
dnd thie steadying influence of the
old timiers, it's a ‘cinch that ¥the
AFL should go ahead to ne'
heights of solidarity. In this éen
eral movemeént, the SIU is prov
ing that they are ‘'definitely & part
of thé AFL, ard are; at all tindes,
to be reckoned with. Tn lne with
this: —Last week the district mian-
ager of the Magnolia“ 0il' Co,,
calied the Mobile Agent, and ask
ed about’ geétting’' crews for the
struck tankers. “Sotty! toid .him
that the SiU JS A UNION,—NOT
A STRIKE-BREAKING AGENCY!
Mr, Cousins, the district manager,
seemed surprised, to say the
least.. | have it that the same
thing was tricd in New Origans,
and the same _answer _given.
There they offered TEN BUQKS
A HEAD FOR FINKS, and dan't
forget that any man who takes
a tanker is a FINK, and should
be treated as such. ‘

The usual line of pott) heete
during the week, and all_ were
taken care of in the same old way.
It seems here that there are a i’ew-
mates who take a lot of convine:
ing regarding what is and what is
not evertime; but in time it will
all work out to the best "advantage
'of our or ganitatxon

Re: lst‘im.an Ships

Regarding the Isthmran boats:
Was aboard the Steel ‘\mkel, and
was very surprised to see the, con
"ditions that exist aboard thesp
ships., Some of the youngex men
'who have just started to sea on
Union shxps would not beheve that
such shjps sail the seas under our
I‘lag The ship’s side in the quar-
ters not sealed; steel dt’bkb. and
no insulation on the overhead
You know that this makes  for
louqy quar ters on the tromcal
runs, and these crews should wake
up and get in the Union, and
square these scows up! Trip after
trip, around the world, intercoas:
tal to the Islands, in fact, to an;
port in the world, these bhnps
sail, and are never bothered any
place. This is one of the nch'eqt
companies in America, and their
ships ha\e the lousiest qumters’
So come on Isthmian sailors, wake
up and join the Union, and get
these packets fixed up, so that Tiv-
ing conditions at least can be
brought up to par. “In all of the
major U.S. ports that yon hlt
there is representation of the
S1U, and all the patrolmen are
eager to give you all the assist-
ance they can. When you arrive
in port, come to the Hall if you
can, if not, call the Hall, and have
the patrolman come down to the
ghip or the dock. Let's get to-
gether on these ships, and make
them worth riding!

This week's meeting is being
postponed on account . ef the Con-
Vention There is a special stew-
ard’s depart‘ment meeting at 2:00
o'clock though, to take care of
port rules. Speaking of port rules
—isn't it a bout time that some
ceastwise rules were put into ef-
fect? A, W. Armstrong

SUP No. 2983
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Seatrain New Y

(Continued from Page One)
pended or revoked under the pro-
visions of Section 4450, United
State Revised Statutes; 46, U.S.C.
239.” .

Company Not Responsible

The Seuatrain Line officials are
on record that they have not asked
for this investigation, and absolve
themselves of all blame for it.
However, subsequent testimony of
the master and the chief engineer
pefore the examiners, certainly
indicate that they, at least, are
tryiffg their best railroad the men
concerned, through their obviously
biased testimony.

In any event, the men appeared
at the Local Inspector’s office on
the day and hour stated, accom-
panied by SIU representatives.
The Inspectors were, of course, all
get to proceed; but, much to their
surprise, the SIU representative
stated that he wanted a postpone-
ment of the case, in order that
the men might be represented by
Jegal ecounsel. Numerous objec:
fione were raised by members of
the Inspector’s Office staff, but
when it was pointed out that this
was the first time the men had
been gotten together, and there
hadn’t been time to engage coun-
sel, a postponement was allowed
until 1:30 P.M. of the same day.

Postponed Again

Charlton Ogburn, AF. of L. at-
torney, was immediately contact-
ed, and told of the circumstances,
ahd when the investigation was
slated to proceed at 1:30, the at-
torney asked for a further post-
ponement, due to the fact that he
was more or less- unacquainted
with the ease. The proceedings
were again postponed until 9:30
AM., April 14,

The investigation was resumed
as per schedule; the Captain of
the New York taking the stand,
and on several cccasions becom-
ing a bit confused in his testi-

" mony. Several members of the
crew also took the stand, and all
testified that they had not refused

to obey the commmands of the mas-
ter, but that they had merely auit
the ship on the natural assump-
tion that it is their right to quit
a ship, in a safe harbor, whenever
they desire to do so. After fu-
ther testimony, the investigation
was postponed until Monday, April
17, but due to the fact that.an.
other case was also scheduled for
that day, and- also because the
Seatrain New York was resuming
service, and many ‘of the men in-
volved had shipped on her, the
case was again postponed until
the vessel’s return voyage to this
port.

The Inspectors ave, offcourse,
trying to establish the fact that
these men deliberately ‘hindered
commeice by leaving the ship
without having given suflficient no-
tice to the master.

Articles Signed at Sea
It has been brought out that the
men on the Seatrain New  York
signed Articles at sea on January
28, 1939, and that they were dated
February 1, 1939. No Shipping
Commissioner was present at the

time, in accordance with the law.’

Furthermore, January 29 was a
Sunday, and it is the contention
of the. Union that any contract
signed on a Sunday is not legal
nor b:ﬁdmg The Commissioners
claim that, for years, it has been
the custom to allow the mastel
to have the crew. sign pfe- -dated
Articles in his presénce, and then
have the Commissioner -put his
seal on them when the vessel ar-
rives in port. Custom or not—it
is still not in aécordance with the
law, and the ﬂmchce should “be
discontinued!

The Union has securad the sei-
vices of AF. of L. attorney, Chayl-
ton Ogburn, and at pnesent it
looks as though the Union has an
excellent chance of winning the
case, and establishing, once and
for all, that seamen have the right

to quit a ship at any time that a !

ship is. in a safe haljb_qp!

'NMU MEMBER

(Continued from Page One)
N.M.U. men fink on N.M.U. men?
Do the N.M.U. officials think they
will exhaust the supply of “hot
0il” by loading it aboard the
N.M.U. freighters? . Why the holy
fear of contract violations? The
crew of the SS Malay helped a
group of 0il workers to win their
‘demands by refusing to handle
“hot o0il.” The West Coast men
aboard the S8 San Vincente, and
‘their Unions, were not worried
with the fear of contract wviola:
tions, when they refused to load
“hot o0il,” against which men were
pounding the picket lines. They
won  their demand, and showed
the solidarity that helps win
strikes! What was the strategy
behind the advise of N.M.U. o
cials who tried to counsel the SUP
and the MFOW to load “hot oil”?
Where is the stew-pot? . (That an
army travels on its belly is an un-
contradicted fact.) .

Truly, .questions like these
cannot remain unanswered. The
officials of the N.M.U. cannot, and
must not be allowed to adopt any
policy but one: “Win the strike,
even If it means tying up every
freighter, passenger and tanker
ship manned by a N.M.U. crew!”

INCIDENTALLY, WHERE IS
THE INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM
OF THE Ci0Qi7??

(Signed)

o S, Shalagan,

©  N.M.U. Book No. 863—Eng.

Eprror’s Nore: The foregoing
letter was received through the
uaa addressed to the LOG, ond
) uasoﬁcitaL We have reprinted
# in its entirety, mdwtmtmtany
changes or alterations.

MORE EASTERN

(Continued from Page One)

5. One trip off each month.
6. Increase in pay for all hands.
The only concessions made to
these demands was that the Com-
pany agreed to add a few men in
the steward’s department, and to
adjust the pay for a few ratings—
but, for only a three-month period.

- Demands Ignored

Adjustment of hours, vacations,
trips off, and a general increase in
pay was completely ignered; and |

now this company has the sublimew

gall to say that the SIU is trying
to. break them!

Desgpite the fact that the com-
pany’s books showed a net oper-
ating loss for the last year, they
nevertheless also showed that they

fii- | had materially cut down the defi-

cit from the previous year. In
other words—they gained’ ground.
Now, because of the Fair, they
quite naturally anticipate an ap-
preciable increase in business,
and will undoubtedly have a big
year. -
Figures Meaningless
In any event, regardless of what
the figures in their books show,
we don’t place any great credence
in them. Books can be juggled so
that the average man can't make
head nor tail of them, and -asgets
and Inabilities can be so manipu-
lated as to mean little or nothing,
As long as the Hastern ships
continue to operate, it must na
turally follow that they must be
making money, bgcause no eom-
pany is going fo continue indefin-
itely to-operate their ships at a
lbss Of course, the company has
built up a large reserve, and the
men manning. their ships are as

-Emm _!eﬁgm

(Continued from Page One)
bership will take this refusal .by

directly up to all of us to demand
that our just demands bhe com-
plied with!

Time Not Ripe

Right now is not the time for
strike action, as the ESSCO ships
are not yet at their busiest. How-
ever, don’t lnse sight of the fact
that we have no agreement. with
this outfit, and it I8 directly up
to those men on the ships to de-
mand, and get everything they
can. A little job action will do
the trick, and it's high time that
this company was given a taste
of it. If strike action becomes ne-
cessary at a later date, then they
will know that we mean business.

Unity Necessary

All departments are cautioned
that they. must stick together, be-
cause without complete united ac-
tion, all eNortls ~are wasted! 1If
one department has a legitimate
beef, let the other two depart-
ments  back them' up. Sailors,
firemen and stewards—you are all
seamen, and race, color or creed
has absolutely no place in the pic-
ture! ‘Use the strength that there
is in unity, and pull together at
all times!

IF YOU REALLY WANT
WHAT YOU ARE ENTITLED

UP ON YOUR HIND LEGS, AND
FIGHT FOR IT! THE EASTERN
STEAMSHIP CO.,, NOR ANY
OTHER SHIPOWNER, IS GOING
TO -GRATUITOUSLY GIVE YOU
SOMETHING FOR NOTHING!

YOU HAVE NOT ASKED FOR

-MORE FROM THIS COMPANY

THAN 1S YOUR JUST DUE!

YOU HAVE MADE NO' EX-.
ORBITANT DEMANDS!

WHY THEN, WON'T THE
ESSCO COME TO TERMS?

WE HAVE TRIED TO SETTLE
THE QUESTION AMICABLY
AND PEACEFULLY, BUT CAN

{MAKE NO. HEADWAY. WITH

THE COMPANY.

IT IS NOW DIRECTLY UP TO
YOU. WHAT ARE YOU GOING
TO DO?

MAKE JOB ACTION YOUR
WATCHWORD!

responsible for this as any other
contributing factor. During the
lean years that the seamen went
through this same Company paid
starvation wages to the seamen,
thereby realizing a nice fat profit
for the company’s stockholders.
Now, that ‘hu:iness once again
shows tangible evidence of im-
proving, why shouldn’t seamen be
entitled to some additional remun-
eration to compensate for the
many years that they went with.
out?

~ The ESSCO's plea of poverty
has worn itself out, and now falls
upon deaf ears! Their only alter-
native now is to come across with
an inerease in pay to the seamen
whom they starved for so many
years!

Thanks for Aid

The crew of the Seatrain
Havana, at a meeting held
aboard ship, voted unanimous-
ly to extend thanks to those
organizations and individuals
whe gave us support, both
moral and financial, in the re.
cent Seatrain strike.

The crew of the Seatrain
Havana also wish to thank the
West Coast men, who aided us
f .on the picket fines’ In New
Orleans. |

H N. Peterson, Gulf No. 38

the company lying down, and jit

TO, YOU. WILL HAVE TO GET'

Curran S Phoney Policies

Approved Fink Hall Shipping and
Sanctioned Training Schools

LUNDEBERG GETS QUICK ACTION

Baltimore, April 19—On reading Joe Curran’s ‘‘Passing
the Buck'' column in the last issue of the “‘Pile-it”, we note
that Comrade Narrue has suddenly become very apprehen-
sive of the Maritime Commrission’s plans to open Fink Hallg
on the West Coast, Knowing NMU's previous stand on that
question, or at least, Joe's stand on it, it is somewhat amus-
ing to wateh him, with the grace of an elephant, turn a com-
plete about-face, and although being a good Union man, we
don’t wish to appear indelicate, frankly, the sweat that friend

smells!
NMU FAVORED FINK HALL

In the CIO’s gift to yellow journalism of April 7th, Joey
tells him membership that ‘‘The NMU has at all times been
willing to sit down and formulate a joint policy on the ques-
tion of the Fink Halls, and on a general program of fighting
the Maritime Commission’s policy of refusing to recogmize
the right of unions to bargain collectively for the unlicensed
personnel aboard their ships.”’ But, such a statement comes
a little too late. The seamen,—SUP, SIU or NMU,—know
that the NMU leadership have been looking forward eagerly
to the opening of the Fink Halls.' IT ISN'T FORGOTTEN
THAT THE MISLED NMU MEMBERSHIP WERE SENT,
ON ORDERS FROM THE ‘‘TOP FLIGHT”, TO DO WPA
ON THE TRAINING SCHOOL AT HOE.‘FMAN ISLAND,
AND UPON IT’'S COMPLETION, TEE ‘‘PILOT" OPENLY
APPROVED OF THE TRAINING PLANS OF THE COM-

SSION, AND NMU MEMBERS WERE SENT TO THE
SCHOOL IN SPITE OF THE FACT THAT EVERYONE

issuie,

SUCH TRAINING WOULD BE UNION-BUSTING!

IT ISN'T FORGOTTEN THAT, ALL WINTER T.ONG,
AND UNDER ORDERS, THE NMU MI]MBERSHIP
WALKED THROUGH THE PICKET LINES OF THE SUP,
SIU AND MFOW AROUND THE FINK HALLS! And it
isn’t being forgotten that the reconditioning of the SS Ameri-
can Seaman is being done in a CIO shipyard. :

LUNDEBERG GETS RESULTS
_ Last week down in Washington, Brother Harry Lunde-
berg, chief executive officer of the SIU-SUP, with the one
hundred’ precent backing of his own organizations, and the
MFOW, CTU, and other bona fide militant maritime unions,
took the floor; said in a few words what had to be said,
AND THE FINK HALL ISSUE TOOK IT ON THE CHIN,
‘AND NOSE-DIVED TO THE DECK! Now that the battle
is over and the vietory won, we find, as usual, Curran and.
the commissars jumping into the ring and kicking the stink-
ing corpse. BUT YOU'RE WASTING YOUR TIME, JOE.
THE SUP KNOWS HOW YOU STOOD ON
HALL BUSINESS: THE

ROOST ONE OF THESE DAYS!
SIU Engine, No. 90

geed on his way to the ship. Need-

PICKET LINES

Joe is working himself into in kicking the dead Fink Hall

CONNECTED WITH THE WATERFRONT ENEW THAT -

THE FINK .
SIU KNOWS, THE MFOW
KNOWS, THE MTW KNOWS, THE MEBA KNOWS, THE.
CTU KNOWS, THE MM&P KNOWS, AND—WORST OF
ALL, JOE,—THE NMU KNOWS, AND DESPITE ALL. OF"
YOUR BLAH-BLAH IT’S GOING TO COME HOME TO

that the-man be. allowed to pro-°

less to say, the man went on to -

‘NMU pickets, who demanded that

‘Agent what had happened. The

possession. The picket captain stiil
‘ance card ' hut the SUP Agent was

(Continued from Page One)
Clearance Demanded

The .other day, a SUP man, liv-
ing in the Seamen’s Institute,

shipped out of the SUP Hall
When he went to the Institute to
get his gear, he was accosted by

he go to the NMU Hall and get a
clearance card. This man returned
to the SUP Hall and informed the

Agent then accompanied him back
to the Institute, and informed the
NMU picket captain that this man
did not need any clearance card
from the NMU; that he was a
SUP man, and that he had the
proper assignment cazds ' in his

inalsted that the man get a clear-

just as obstinate in his demand

=2

-
" ‘l.

the ship .without any further hin-

drance! .
Will Respect Picket Lines

. Now:—we are perfectly willing

and agreeable to playing ball with
the NMU, as far as respecting
their picket lines is econcerned, .
but we will not allow them to in- .

sist. upon any of our members hav-

ing Clearance cards from their or- .
We feel that we are !

ganization,
well able to take care of that mat-
ter ourselves, and resent any. such
intereference on the part of the
NMU. We have pledged ourselves
that our members will not violata

the NMU picket/ lines, and that
should most certainly be enough

assurance of our good will.
In clesing, we. wish the: best of

1uek o the NMU- intheir!llnm;

the tankers, and hope that they

are successful in gaining all their

demands'

G s 5y LppeE e CA
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